Germany Invades Poland

Hitler stated that he intended to invade Poland by August 26 – against the advice of his general staff

While Britain and France has succumbed to his actions previously, he was reasonable assured that they would not do something in the support of Poland by Ribbentrop

Hitler needed to keep Russia – an ally of Britain and France – from joining in

Had Von Ribbentrop make advances to Russia and they finally yielded to his pressure following a frantic and demanding telegram by Hitler to Stalin on August 21st of which Stalin responded personally to Hitler within two hours 

On the 23rd Moscow received the German delegation and on that day signed a non-aggression pact called the Nazi-Soviet Pact
Stated that neither side would intervene against each other in the event of war
Neither side would go against the other in the event of war
The clause permitting one side to withdraw from the treaty should the other attack them was intentionally omitted
The Germans demanded and received an immediate signature to this
Gave concessions to Russia should Germany invade Poland 
Russia would also have a free hand with Finland without German intervention
This allowed for an immediate German invasion of Poland
This ended Russia’s pact with Britain and France and now – in essence – made Russia an ally of Germany
Now thinking that no one would stop him – he changed his plans for war and told his general staff that he wanted to destroy all of Poland, versus their war plans of specific goals in conquest
When Britain and France found about the new alliance – they made overtures to Germany that they were willing to go to war in defense of Poland
Hitler tried to make a deal with England and sign a treaty with them – but the British refused
On August 31st – Hitler announced to his staff that invasion would take place the following morning

August 25 – the German battleship Schleswig – Holstein sails 	into the port of Danzig on a peace-keeping visit
	http://battleshiplist.com/battleships/germany/schleswig-holstein/images/schleswig-holstein_001.jpg 
	





Minutes to war 
In a staff meeting with his deputies and military leaders, Goering and Goebbels spoke out against going to war, citing that they were not ready
Von Ribbentrop told Hitler that NOW was the time to do so as England and France would not go to war against Germany in support of Poland
About the same time, Italy told Hitler that they could not help them in the event of war, and that they needed materials to prepare themselves  -  of which Hitler refused
Hitler initially postponed the invasion but went ahead with it without Italy due to his advisors
Albert Speer wrote that “Hitler thought the West too worn out, too decadent and too feeble to begin the war seriously…”
However, he was quite depressed on the news that Winston Churchill had been made First Lord of the Admiralty, as he saw him as an adversary
Hitler made the statement that England was “…our enemy #1”
He also felt that the army could not just stand around on ready alert without fighting….
“Victories without loss of blood are demoralizing…”
In essence, the only German that wanted war was Hitler
On August 31, SS troops initiated Operation Himmler, organized 	by Reinhard Heydrich, to make the appearance of Polish 	aggressions on Germany – thus the Poles provoking the 	war

Francis Honiok – a German known to be a Polish sympathizer, had been arrested by the Gestapo that day and taken to Dachau Concentration Camp whereupon he was dressed in the uniform of a Polish soldier, given a lethal injection and killed.  He was also shot to make it more realistic.
There were other prisoners ready to be taken – called “canned goods” by the SS 
This operation sometimes referred to MISTAKENLY as Operation Canned Goods as a result
He was taken to a radio station in Gleiwitz where a staged raid was conducted by SS men, dressed in Polish uniforms, where they played Polish National messages
The body of Honiok was left at the scene as an indication of Polish aggression
This along with several other similar acts of Nazi planning and actions was the basis for the speech given by Hitler on September 1st that he was simply responding to overt actions of war against Germany
September 1st, 1939 – at 0445 hours, German army, naval and air forces began the invasion of Poland
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dKAX7Jp8wo&feature=related 
	Called Operation Fall Weiss [Case White]



0445 hours, the battleship began firing point blank into Polish defenses
http://foto.poland.gov.pl/cache/imgs/_w800/gallery/image/SchleswigHolstein.jpg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgENjoWBFf4 






Blitzkrieg begins
A “Lightning War”
The Concept of Blitzkrieg
Air forces attack enemy front-line and rear positions, main roads, airfields and communication centers. At the same time infantry attacks on the entire frontline (or at least at main places) and engages enemy. This restrains the enemy from knowing where the main force will attack and makes it impossible to prepare any defenses.
Stuka dive bomber
Junkers Ju-87
Raptor Plane
Outfitted with a Jericho siren
Crew of two
Outdated and poorly armored as a fighter
Became the front line attack plane
Capable of precision bombing – up to a 4,000 pound bomb carried in a cradle under fuselage 
Two fixed 7.9mm machine guns or 37mm cannon
One pilot ‘killed’ 579 Russian tanks 
Had an autopilot system that when activated and the pilot in a dive would automatically pull out of dive in the event the pilot blacked out
Over 5,700 made in WWII
http://www.militaryimages.net/photopost/showphoto.php/photo/33062  
Concentrated tank units break through main lines of defense and advance deeper into enemy territory, while following mechanized units pursuit and engage defenders preventing them from establishing defensive positions. Infantry continues to engage enemy to misinform and keep enemy forces from withdrawing and establishing effective defense.
http://www.achtungpanzer.com/panzer-profiles-1917-1945
http://news.webshots.com/album/80868132PcBaSO?start=0 
Infantry and other support units attack enemy flanks in order to link up with other groups to complete the attack and eventually encircle the enemy and/or capture strategic position.
Mechanized groups spearhead deeper into the enemy territory outflanking the enemy positions and paralyzing the rear preventing withdrawing troops and defenders from establishing effective defensive positions. 
Main force links up with other units encircling and cutting off the enemy
This remind anyone of any recent military action?
Meant to be quick, brutal and violent to the enemy 
In July Hitler had signed orders allowing the military to be harsh to not only the military of Poland, but to its men, women and children; to kill at will and do whatever to the populace

Idea of this type of warfare given to Germans by US General of the Army Phil Sheridan
The proper strategy consists in inflicting as telling blows as possible on the enemy’s army, and then in causing the inhabitants so much suffering that they must long for peace, and force the government to demand it.  The people must be left nothing but their eyes to weep with over the war.  
Sheridan to Generalfeldmarschall Helmuth Karl Bernhard Graf von 	Moltke; the Prussian officer who wrote the book on military tactics 	and used by his nephew in WWI
Had committed a war crime before even committing war
Hitler’s address to German troops that day
The Polish State has refused the peaceful settlement of relations which I desired, and has appealed to arms. Germans in Poland are persecuted with bloody terror and driven from their houses. A series of violations of the frontier, intolerable to a great Power, prove that Poland is no longer willing to respect the frontier of the Reich. 
In order to put an end to this lunacy, I have no other choice than to meet force with force from now on. The German Army will fight the battle for the honour and the vital rights of reborn Germany with hard determination. I expect that every soldier, mindful of the great traditions of eternal German soldiery, will ever remain conscious that he is a representative of the National-Socialist Greater Germany. Long live our people and our Reich! 
Hitler’s speech to the Reichstag that day
For months we have been suffering under the torture of a problem which the Versailles Diktat created - a problem which has deteriorated until it becomes intolerable for us. Danzig was and is a German city. The Corridor was and is German. Both these territories owe their cultural development exclusively to the German people. Danzig was separated from us, the Corridor was annexed by Poland. As in other German territories of the East, all German minorities living there have been ill-treated in the most distressing manner. More than 1,000,000 people of German blood had in the years 1919-1920 to leave their homeland. 
As always, I attempted to bring about, by the peaceful method of making proposals for revision, an alteration of this intolerable position. It is a lie when the outside world says that we only tried to carry through our revisions by pressure. Fifteen years before the National Socialist Party came to power there was the opportunity of carrying out these revisions by peaceful settlements and understanding. On my own initiative I have, not once but several times, made proposals for the revision of intolerable conditions. All these proposals, as you know, have been rejected - proposals for limitation of armaments and even, if necessary, disarmament, proposals for limitation of war making, proposals for the elimination of certain methods of modern warfare. You know the proposals that I have made to fulfill the necessity of restoring German sovereignty over German territories. You know the endless attempts I made for a peaceful clarification and understanding of the problem of Austria, and later of the problem of the Sudetenland, Bohemia, and Moravia. It was all in vain. 
It is impossible to demand that an impossible position should be cleared up by peaceful revision and at the same time constantly reject peaceful revision. It is also impossible to say that he who undertakes to carry out these revisions for himself transgresses a law, since the Versailles Diktat is not law to us. A signature was forced out of us with pistols at our head and with the threat of hunger for millions of people. And then this document, with our signature, obtained by force, was proclaimed as a solemn law. 
In the same way, I have also tried to solve the problem of Danzig, the Corridor, etc., by proposing a peaceful discussion. That the problems had to be solved was clear. It is quite understandable to us that the time when the problem was to be solved had little interest for the Western Powers. But that time is not a matter of indifference to us. Moreover, it was not and could not be a matter of indifference to those who suffer most. 
In my talks with Polish statesmen I discussed the ideas which you recognize from my last speech to the Reichstag. No one could say that this was in any way an inadmissible procedure on undue pressure. I then naturally formulated at last the German proposals, and I must once more repeat that there is nothing more modest or loyal than these proposals. I should like to say this to the world. I alone was in the position to make such proposal, for I know very well that in doing so I brought myself into opposition to millions of Germans. These proposals have been refused. Not only were they answered first with mobilization, but with increased terror and pressure against our German compatriots and with a slow strangling of the Free City of Danzig - economically, politically, and in recent weeks by military and transport means. 
Poland has directed its attacks against the Free City of Danzig. Moreover, Poland was not prepared to settle the Corridor question in a reasonable way which would be equitable to both parties, and she did not think of keeping her obligations to minorities. 
I must here state something definitely; German has kept these obligations; the minorities who live in Germany are not persecuted. No Frenchman can stand up and say that any Frenchman living in the Saar territory is oppressed, tortured, or deprived of his rights. Nobody can say this. 
For four months I have calmly watched developments, although I never ceased to give warnings. In the last few days I have increased these warnings. I informed the Polish Ambassador three weeks ago that if Poland continued to send to Danzig notes in the form of ultimata, and if on the Polish side an end was not put to Customs measures destined to ruin Danzig's trade, then the Reich could not remain inactive. I left no doubt that people who wanted to compare the Germany of to-day with the former Germany would be deceiving themselves. 
An attempt was made to justify the oppression of the Germans by claiming that they had committed acts of provocation. I do not know in what these provocations on the part of women and children consist, if they themselves are maltreated, in some cases killed. One thing I do know - that no great Power can with honour long stand by passively and watch such events. 
I made one more final effort to accept a proposal for mediation on the part of the British Government. They proposed, not that they themselves should carry on the negotiations, but rather that Poland and Germany should come into direct contact and once more pursue negotiations. 
I must declare that I accepted this proposal, and I worked out a basis for these negotiations which are known to you. For two whole days I sat in my Government and waited to see whether it was convenient for the Polish Government to send a plenipotentiary or not. Last night they did not send us a plenipotentiary, but instead informed us through their Ambassador that they were still considering whether and to what extent they were in a position to go into the British proposals. The Polish Government also said that they would inform Britain of their decision. 
Deputies, if the German Government and its Leader patiently endured such treatment Germany would deserve only to disappear from the political stage. But I am wrongly judged if my love of peace and my patience are mistaken for weakness or even cowardice. I, therefore, decided last night and informed the British Government that in these circumstances I can no longer find any willingness on the part of the Polish Government to conduct serious negotiations with us. 
These proposals for mediation have failed because in the meanwhile there, first of all, came as an answer the sudden Polish general mobilization, followed by more Polish atrocities. These were again repeated last night. Recently in one night there were as many as twenty-one frontier incidents: last night there were fourteen, of which three were quite serious. I have, therefore, resolved to speak to Poland in the same language that Poland for months past has used toward us. This attitude on the part of the Reich will not change. 
The other European States understand in part our attitude. I should like here above all to thank Italy, which throughout has supported us, but you will understand that for the carrying on of this struggle we do not intend to appeal to foreign help. We will carry out this task ourselves. The neutral States have assured us of their neutrality, just as we had already guaranteed it to them. 
When statesmen in the West declare that this affects their interests, I can only regret such a declaration. It cannot for a moment make me hesitate to fulfill my duty. What more is wanted? I have solemnly assured them, and I repeat it, that we ask nothing of those Western States and never will ask anything. I have declared that the frontier between France and Germany is a final one. I have repeatedly offered friendship and, if necessary, the closest co-operation to Britain, but this cannot be offered from one side only. It must find response on the other side. Germany has no interests in the West, and our western wall is for all time the frontier of the Reich on the west. Moreover, we have no aims of any kind there for the future. With this assurance we are in solemn earnest, and as long as others do not violate their neutrality we will likewise take every care to respect it. 
I am happy particularly to be able to tell you of one event. You know that Russia and Germany are governed by two different doctrines. There was only one question that had to be cleared up. Germany has no intention of exporting its doctrine. Given the fact that Soviet Russia has no intention of exporting its doctrine to Germany. I no longer see any reason why we should still oppose one another. On both sides we are clear on that. Any struggle between our people would only be of advantage to others. We have, therefore, resolved to conclude a pact which rules out for ever any use of violence between us. It imposes the obligation on us to consult together in certain European questions. It makes possible for us economic co-operation, and above all it assures that the powers of both these powerful States are not wasted against one another. Every attempt of the West to bring about any change in this will fail. 
At the same time I should like here to declare that this political decision means a tremendous departure for the future, and that it is a final one. Russia and Germany fought against one another in the World War. That shall and will not happen a second time. In Moscow, too, this pact was greeted exactly as you greet it. I can only endorse word for word the speech of Russian Foreign Commissar, Molotov. 
I am determined to solve (1) the Danzig question; (2) the question of the Corridor; and (3) to see to it that a change is made in the relationship between Germany and Poland that shall ensure a peaceful co-existence. In this I am resolved to continue to fight until either the present Polish government is willing to continue to bring about this change or until another Polish Government is ready to do so. I am resolved t remove from the German frontiers the element of uncertainty, the everlasting atmosphere of conditions resembling civil war. I will see to it that in the East there is, on the frontier, a peace precisely similar to that on our other frontiers. 
In this I will take the necessary measures to se that they do not contradict the proposals I have already made known in the Reichstag itself to the rest of the world, that is to say, I will not war against women and children. I have ordered my air force to restrict itself to attacks on military objectives. If, however, the enemy thinks he can form that draw carte blanche on his side to fight by the other methods he will receive an answer that will deprive him of hearing and sight. 
This night for the first time Polish regular soldiers fired on our territory. Since 5.45 A.M. we have been returning the fire, and from now on bombs will be met by bombs. Whoever fight with poison gas will be fought with poison gas. Whoever departs from the rules of humane warfare can only expect that we shall do the same. I will continue this struggle, no matter against whom, until the safety of the Reich and its rights are secured. 
For six years now I have been working on the building up of the German defenses. Over 90 millions have in that time been spent on the building up of these defense forces. They are now the best equipped and are above all comparison with what they were in 1914. My trust in them is unshakable. When I called up these forces and when I now ask sacrifices of the German people and if necessary every sacrifice, then I have a right to do so, for I also am to-day absolutely ready, just as we were formerly, to make every possible sacrifice. 
I am asking of no German man more than I myself was ready throughout four years at any time to do. There will be no hardships for Germans to which I myself will not submit. My whole life henceforth belongs more than ever to my people. I am from now on just first soldier of the German Reich. I have once more put on that coat that was the most sacred and dear to me. I will not take it off again until victory is secured, or I will not survive the outcome. 
Should anything happen to me in the struggle then my first successor is Party Comrade Goring; should anything happen to Party Comrade Goring my next successor is Party Comrade Hess. You would then be under obligation to give to them as Fuhrer the same blind loyalty and obedience as to myself. Should anything happen to Party Comrade Hess, then by law the Senate will be called, and will choose from its midst the most worthy - that is to say the bravest - successor. 
As a National Socialist and as German soldier I enter upon this struggle with a stout heart. My whole life has been nothing but one long struggle for my people, for its restoration, and for Germany. There was only one watchword for that struggle: faith in this people. One word I have never learned: that is, surrender. 
If, however, anyone thinks that we are facing a hard time, I should ask him to remember that once a Prussian King, with a ridiculously small State, opposed a stronger coalition, and in three wars finally came out successful because that State had that stout heart that we need in these times. I would, therefore, like to assure all the world that a November 1918 will never be repeated in German history. Just as I myself am ready at any time to stake my life - anyone can take it for my people and for Germany - so I ask the same of all others. 
Whoever, however, thinks he can oppose this national command, whether directly or indirectly, shall fall. We have nothing to do with traitors. We are all faithful to our old principle. It is quite unimportant whether we ourselves live, but it is essential that our people shall live, that Germany shall live. The sacrifice that is demanded of us is not greater than the sacrifice that many generations have made. If we form a community closely bound together by vows, ready for anything, resolved never to surrender, then our will master every hardship and difficulty. And I would like to close with the declaration that I once made when I began the struggle for power in the Reich. I then said: "If our will is so strong that no hardship and suffering can subdue it, then our will and our German might shall prevail." 

German army attacks from three different points with +/- 1.5 million men, 2,500 tanks, 850 medium and light bombers and 400 fighter planes, plus assortment of other vehicles and artillery
Poland had an army of 2 million but only mobilized 600,000
Did not want to alarm Hitler that they were prepared for war
Had an air force of 400  planes, of which 36 were modern –all rest obsolete
310 mostly obsolete tanks
Had large cavalry which they threw against the infantry
Charge at Krojanty – September 1st, 1939
German mechanized infantry moving so fast that it surprised the Polish defenders in that area
Told to hold the area – the Polish commander launched a cavalry attack with lances and sabers against the German forces
It was the only time done so and was the basis of the myth that Poles attacked German tanks with cavalry



German propaganda following the incident intentionally showed that the Poles were no match for the Germans.  In fact – the mission was successful and delayed the advance of German forces.


And the truth is – the GERMANS used horses more than any other troops of WWII.  













Poland’s defense was called Plan Z
Prescribed to set up a defensive line
Fight and wait there until the British and French arrived
German forces overwhelmed Polish resistance 
September 17th, the same day German forces began a second offensive, Russia invaded Poland from the opposite direction
Encircled Warsaw and after failing to take the city due to strong resistance, German artillery and the Luftwaffe bombed the city into submission
Polish government played the National Anthem 24 hours per day in resistance 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:8,8-cm-Flugabwehrkanone_37.8.8_cm_anti-aircraft_cannon_37.JPG 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_artillery 
http://www.metacafe.com/watch/231289/world_war_2_german_nebelwerfer_artillery_attack / 
http://www.peachmountain.com/5star/images/2008_APG_Tanks/NSengupta_APG_003_2008.jpg 
http://img4.imageshack.us/img4/6558/82880279.jpg
http://farm5.static.flickr.com/4087/5031244684_3af9b9b8bd.jpg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAxySDG_jjs 

9 / 27 Poland capitulates 
Polish army surrendered with 90,000 troops escaping, many making it to England where they fought [well] for the rest of the war
German forced marched into occupied city on September 28 – 30, 1939


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECPpEpOw4dY&feature=related 

And the western allies did nothing
German Casualties
16,343 killed
27,280 wounded
3200 missing
Russian Casualties
737 dead or missing
1,125 wounded
Polish Casualties
66,000 killed
133,700 wounded
694,000 captured
And this does not included civilian casualties during the initial invasion, the deportations that were to begin immediately, and the mass killings that went on until 1945

The Execution Squads – the Einsatzgruppen
Reinhard Heydrich
Responsible for more than 1,000,000 deaths




Babi Yar 		33,471 killed in two days
Rumbula 		25,000 killed in two days
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Heydrich would write a memo to Himmler to take to Hitler following the Polish Invasion that they had to stop doing this…..
NOT because it was wrong, immoral or against the laws of humanity
But because it was starting to wear on his men….
That some of them were getting tired of killing all day long….
It was necessary to come up with another way of killing so many people
The solution would be in the death camps and Zyklon B
[image: ]

9/03/39 – Britain and France declare war on Germany

	Britain at 1115 hours
	France at 1230 hours but with a 1700 hours stipulation
Hitler’s reaction to Britain’s declaration of war:
	Great Britain has for centuries pursued the aim of rendering the peoples of Europe defenseless against the British policy of world conquest by proclaiming a balance of power, in which Great Britain claimed the right to attack on threadbare pretexts and destroy that European State which at the moment seemed most dangerous. Thus, at one time, she fought the world power of Spain, later the Dutch, then the French, and, since 1871, the German. 
We ourselves have been witnesses of the policy of encirclement which has been carried on by Great Britain against Germany since before the war. Just as the German nation had begun, under its National Socialist leadership, to recover from the frightful consequences of the Diktat of Versailles, and threatened to survive the crisis, the British encirclement immediately began once more. 
The British war inciters spread the lie before the War that the battle was only against the House of Hohenzollern or German militarism; that they had no designs on German colonies; that they had no intention of taking the German mercantile fleet. They then oppressed the German people under the Versailles Diktat the faithful fulfillment of which would have sooner or later exterminated 20 million Germans. 
I undertook to mobilize the resistance of the German nation against this, and to assure work and bread for them. But as the peaceful revision of the Versailles Diktat of force seemed to be succeeding, and the German people again began to live, the new British encirclement policy was resumed. The same lying inciters appeared as in 1914. I have many times offered Great Britain and the British people the understanding and friendship of the German people. My whole policy was based on the idea of this understanding. I have always been repelled. I had for years been aware that the aim of these war inciters had for long been to take Germany by surprise at a favourable opportunity. 
I am more firmly determined than ever to beat back this attack. Germany shall not again capitulate. There is no sense in sacrificing one life after another and submitting to an even worse Versailles Diktat. We have never been a nation of slaves and will not be one in the future. Whatever Germans in the past had to sacrifice for the existence of our realm, they shall not be greater than those which we are to-day prepared to make. 
This resolve is an inexorable one. It necessitates the most thorough measures, and imposes on us one law above all others: If the soldier is fighting at the front, no one shall profit by the war. If the soldier falls at the front no one at home shall evade his duty. 
As long as the German people was united it has never been conquered. It was the lack of unity in 1918 that led to collapse. Whoever offends against this unity need expect nothing else than annihilation as an enemy of the nation. If our people fulfills its highest duty in this sense, that God will help us who has always bestowed His mercy on him who was determined to help himself. 




















With the invasion of Poland – the world looked like this:

Germany had reclaimed the Rhineland, annexed Austria, received the Sudetenland and large portions of Czechoslovakia, made a peace accord with Russia and invaded Poland.

The sides looked like this:

Germany at war with three countries, one conquered, looking around for more

Russia at war with one country and heavily involved with Germany, preparing to go to war with another; looking over their shoulder towards Japan and worrying

Italy standing around having been at war, and moderately involved with Germany

Japan at war with one country and involved with Germany and Italy only on paper; not with Russia as they are a natural enemy 

England and France at war with one country 

The United States is just trying to stay out of everything



The Phoney War

	October 1939 – April 1940

England and France are expecting a lot to happen……..but little does – at least to the general public

England began returning the children to their homes in and around London as no bombing or threat of invasion was imminent
The English press called it “sitzkrieg” 
England was bombing Germany
With propaganda leaflets
To show the Germans that they could be bombed and were not safe from the RAF
To advise the people of Germany how bad Hitler et al were
On 9/03/39 – they dropped six million leaflets – equivalent to 13 tons of paper
Sir Kingsley Wood, Secretary of War – would call these “truth raids”
Air Marshall Arthur “Bomber” Harris would recall following the war: “My personal view is that the only thing achieved was largely to supply the continent’s requirements of toilet paper for the five long years of the war.” 
When stated that “The smoke and smell of German forests would teach the Germans, who were very sentimental about their own trees, that war was not always pleasant and profitable, and could not be fought entirely in other people’s countries.” 
Wood replied “Oh you can not do that, that’s private property. You’ll be asking me to bomb the Ruhr next.”
HMS Royal Oak sunk by a U – boat 10/ 14/ 39 while in Scapa Flow with loss of 833 men out of compliment of 1,234
“Lord Haw Haw” nightly commentary
Born William Joyce, was Irish and went to Nazi Germany prior to war breaking out
Was a member of a British Nazi Party
Believed to have as many as 6 million listeners nightly -  a crime to do so by the Emergency Powers Bill (suspended rights of British citizens)
Would begin his show each night stating “Germany calling, Germany calling….”
Most stories so absurd that the British people listened to him just for fun to relieve the tension
Strongly anti-Semitic
Captured following the war and tried, hung as traitor in 1946
http://www.ushmm.org/propaganda/assets/images/500x/lord-haw-haw.jpg 
On the authority of the Treason Act of 1945 that was passed the day before Joyce was flown back to London to await trial………
http://www.welovetheiraqiinformationminister.com/ 
Also on September 3rd, 1939 – U-boat 30 attacked and sunk the passenger liner Athenia, bound for Canada, killing 113
Barrage balloons were deployed to force the Luftwaffe to fly higher, if and when they attacked. 
Pillar boxes were painted with yellow gas-sensitive paint 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Uk_pillarbox_collection.jpg 
400 million sandbags were piled round the entrances to shops and public buildings
38 million gas-masks were handed out
December 1939, the Admiral Graf Spee was fired upon and retired to Montevideo, Uruguay to avoid capture
Told they could not remain there – several days later Captain Hans Langsdorff  took it out into the deep harbor and scuttled it
Committed suicide two days later

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.asisbiz.com/il2/Ar-196/Ar-196-10.(See)LG2-(L2%2BX41)/images/1-KMS-Admiral-Graf-Spee-02.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.asisbiz.com/il2/Ar-196/Ar-196-10.(See)LG2-(L2%2BX41)/pages/1-KMS-Admiral-Graf-Spee-02.html&h=608&w=744&sz=96&tbnid=1kg5yzLFe4CnxM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=141&prev=/images%3Fq%3DAdmiral%2BGraf%2BSpee&zoom=1&q=Admiral+Graf+Spee&hl=en&usg=__uTW4IE1VIU-FJBnvgl9d903PfIw=&sa=X&ei=kelvTaPlEoHQgAfinrw8&ved=0CDIQ9QEwBQ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKONsGvrEWw&feature=related 

The French did nothing………. They hunkered down in the Maginot Line – contrary to a report by a French officer during a war game that they could be beat by going through Belgium
Both sides tried to negotiate peace, but it was not going to happen – both sides really wanted to fight
England was being bombed…………..but NOT by the Germans
The Irish Republican Army set off hundreds of bombs all over and British troops had to be deployed to Ireland to quell the problems……….
The Irish – Hitler Connection?
IRA / Abwehr Collaboration
April 15, 1941, 200 Luftwaffe bombers attack Belfast killing 1,000 
2nd largest loss of life during war of any city in England/Ireland
Lasted until 1944
Mainly the work of Seán Russell 
Died aboard U-65
http://cedarlounge.wordpress.com/2009/08/02/sean-russell-statue-watch/ 
S- Plan; Sabotage Plan
Declaration of War on January 12, 1939
	(WW2 only made it legitimate)
I have the honour to inform you that the Government of the Irish Republic, having as its first duty towards its people the establishment and maintenance of peace and order here, demand the withdrawal of all British armed forces stationed in Ireland. The occupation of our territory by troops of another nation and the persistent subvention here of activities directly against the expressed national will and in the interests of a foreign power, prevent the expansion and development of our institution in consonance with our social needs and purposes, and must cease.
The Government of the Irish Republic believe that a period of four days is sufficient notice for your Government to signify its intentions in the matter of the military evacuation and for the issue of your Declaration of Abdication in respect of our country. Our Government reserves the right of appropriate action without further notice if upon the expiration of this period of grace, these conditions remain unfulfilled.
Oglaigh na h-Éireann (Irish Republican Army).
General Headquarters, Dublin, January 12th,1939, to His Excellency the Rt. Hon. Viscount Halifax, C.G.B.[


April 8, 1940 – British war ships lay mines in the fjords of Norway
That day the Norwegian Ambassador to Britain files a protest
On April 9 – it does not matter as Germany invades Norway through Denmark
 Denmark surrenders that day with minor losses
Resistance nullified by German paratroopers
A concept not yet grasped by England or France
Hastily organized allied forces respond but were either captured or retreated by the swift moving German forces
Norwegian King Haakon VII flees to England and sets up yet another government – in exile
Norway surrenders in May
Britain and France state that they will not make a separate peace with Germany
The Germans, while victorious – were hurt
They had the Norwegian iron ore for war
The formed a large SS unit that fought on the Russian front
And their basis for their ‘heavy water’ research for a potential atomic weapon took place there
The lost most of their destroyers fighting the Royal Navy and their ships were all in Norwegian Harbors for repairs and safety
They needed these ships in order for the Invasion of Britain – Operation Seelöwe (Sea Lion)


May 10 – 1940	Germany Invades France

	Fall Gelb (Case Yellow)
German armoured units go through the Ardennes Forest into Belgium
France had the military intelligence of Larry the Cable Guy….
Splits French and British Forces in two, move to encapsulate allied forces in Belgium
British Expeditionary Force retreated to Dunkirk where Operation Dynamo successfully evacuates large amounts of forces
German armour is driven right to the beach but Hitler is talked out of allowing them to take the allied forces by Goering so that his Luftwaffe can finish them off – which they cannot do  
Operation Dynamo
May 26 – June 4
Winston Churchill called it “…the greatest military defeat for many centuries…”, warning that "the whole root, the core, and brain of the British Army" was stranded in Dunkirk. 
The subsequent rescue as a "miracle of deliverance” 
7000 men evacuated the first day
By June 4th, 338,226 soldiers were removed in 840 vessels of all size and shape
198,229 British
39,997 French
All their war materials left behind
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/dunkirk.htm 

June 4th – Winston Churchill to Parliament
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MkTw3_PmKtc&feature=related 
June 5th – Fall Rot (Case Red) – the invasion of French soil
Initial actions were to outflank the Maginot Line 
Special German paratroopers also landed ON the line to destroy and take the forts
June 10 – Italy declares war on France and invades the southeast of France through the French Alps
The French government flees to Bordeaux 
June 14, German troops enter into Paris – an open city
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ds7GJ3zY5K0&feature=related 
The same day – Germany begins deporting people to Auschwitz 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gG2QaN_LUao 
French Second Army group surrenders on June 22
June 23rd, Hitler visits Paris 
His only time in the country or the city
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=003iC7VZmYc&feature=related 
[image: ]
The French government capitulates on June 25


France
144 divisions
13,974 guns
3,384 tanks
2,935 aircraft
Total strength – 2,862,000
360,000 killed or wounded
1,900,000 captured

Germany
141 divisions
7,378 guns
2,445 tanks
5,638 aircraft
Total strength – 3,350,000
27,074 dead
110,034 wounded
18,384 missing


Italy
32 divisions
Total strength – 700,000
1,247 dead or missing
2,631 wounded
An additional 2,151 hospitalized due to frostbite

“Dunkirk has fallen….with it has ended the greatest battle of world history.  Soldiers!  My confidence in you knew no bounds.  You have not disappointed me”.    										Adolf Hitler 										Order of the Day - 5th June 1940 

Not the first time that a statement like this was made in military history.  

Not the first time that a commander had too much confidence in his men and in himself.

Churchill and honorary American



7/13/40	Following his triumphant return to Berlin, Hitler issues Directive s #15 & 16 – outlining the invasion of England 
Operation Sea Lion
The Luftwaffe is to begin operations against defensive positions – mainly the many airports along the coast
To begin August 15th with over 2,600 various aircraft
Hitler declines an offer from Mussolini for Italian assistance in the invasion – stating that this will be an all-German action
20 divisions landing in four areas of Southern England
This breaks down rapidly in weeks to come
Luftwaffe having more problems than expected
Change their tactics from radar installations and air fields to that of bombing London
Navy and Luftwaffe criticize the plan, saying that they will have to assemble 2,500 barges for this to happen
Army defends the position
Navy and army issue joint statement that nothing can happen until Luftwaffe takes care of the Royal Air Force
September – Hitler postpones the invasion indefinitely
This would be the last realistic opportunity that Germany would have for an invasion.
It could have worked as the British did not have the defenses
There is also research that indicates Hitler lost interest in the invasion – as he was too preoccupied with the pending Operation Barbarossa 









The Battle of Britain
Luftwaffe attempt to subdue England
http://www.raf.mod.uk/bob1940/background.html 
Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.         Winston Churchill, August 20, 1940
British government claimed that the RAF had shot down 2,698 German planes. The actual figure was 1,100. The RAF lost 650 planes - not the 3,058 planes that the Luftwaffe claimed to have shot down - more than the entire RAF (1,600 total planes)!
Why were the Germans defeated with such superior numbers?
1. The Germans fought too far away from their bases so that refueling and rearming were impossible. The German fighters had a very limited time which they could spend over Britain before their fuel got too low.
2. British fighters could land, refuel and rearm and be in the air again very quickly.
3. The change of targets was crucial. It is now believed that Fighter Command was perhaps only 24 hours away from defeat when the attack on the cities occurred. The breathing space this gave Fighter Command was crucial.
4. The Hurricane and Spitfire were exceptional planes - capable of taking on the might of the Luftwaffe.
http://www.stelzriede.com/ms/html/sub/mshwapb3.htm 
[image: ]
                              St. Paul’s Cathedral



7/19/40	Hitler makes a speech to the Reichstag where he accuses the allied forces of war mongering
Claims that they brought on and provoked Germany
Appeals to the British “…one last time to reason…”





Eastern Europe	War with Mother Russia

January 1941 – Russia and Germany sign another treaty recognizing 	each others sphere of influence and new trade agreements

February 3rd – Hitler is briefed by his General Staff as to the invasion 	of Russia – Operation Barbarossa
	Named in honor of Emperor Frederick Barbarossa of the Holy 	Roman Empire of the 3rd Crusade
Died June 10, 1190 at the age of 67 when he jumped into the icy Saleph River and possibly died of a heart attack
To take place May 15th, 1941
Directive #21
 http://www.rajajoki.com/directive21.htm 
 
Had outlined his plans in Mein Kampf 
His concept of Lebensraum was directed at Russia
Based on the British occupation of India: 
"What India was for England the territories of Russia will be for us... The German colonists ought to live on handsome, spacious farms. The German services will be lodged in marvelous buildings, the governors in palaces... The Germans - this is essential - will have to constitute amongst themselves a closed society, like a fortress. The least of our stable-lads will be superior to any native." 
Firmly believed he could take all of Russia in one summer
Joseph Stalin believed that Germany would invade Russia – but it would not happen until Germany had conquered both France and England 
His timetable for this was no sooner than 1942
With the fall of France – he negotiated what he thought was a truce – at least more time – with Germany
A Red Orchestra member working in Germany received information that Germany intended to invade
Churchill also informed Stalin in the winter of 1940 that troop movements on their front along with British Intelligence [they did not want the Russians to know that they had broken the German Code with the Enigma Machine] indicated that the Germans were preparing for an invasion
http://www.digibarn.com/collections/locations/bletchley-park/bletchlypark-l-lewin/GermanNavalEnigmaMachine.jpg 
Stalin shrugged this off as he felt it was British propaganda to get Russia to declare war on Germany and take some pressure off the British
Germany’s invasion of Yugoslavia delayed the timetable – and with it gave false security to Stalin – now disclaiming all British Intelligence and of that of his Red Orchestra

February 1941     British raid on Lofoten islands (Norway)
Burned German stores and captured prisoners
British Commando Lt. R L Wills sent a telegram from the telegraph office to ‘A Hitler; Berlin’, "You said in your last speech German troops would meet the British wherever they landed. Where are your troops?"
The German commander sent a report to Hitler complaining of the unwarlike manner in which the British acted…




















May 27th, 1941    The British sink Schlachtschiff Bismarck 


[image: ]

To be discussed in detail within War in the Atlantic lesson plans




6/21/41 – a German sergeant deserted to the Russians and told them that in the morning – German forces would invade
Once again they refused to believe the information
Sunday, June 22 at 0300 hours, Germany attacked
3 million combat troops
3,580 tanks
7,184 pieces of field and siege artillery
1,830 planes
750,000 horses
 invaded in three prongs
When Barbarossa commences, the world will hold its breath and make no comment    Adolf Hitler
Within six days, German forces captured Minsk
“We have only to kick in the front door and the whole rotten Russian edifice will come tumbling down.” (Hitler)
Stalin has the top generals brought back to Moscow where they are executed for treason
http://www.lipulse.com/images/uploads/stalin.jpg 
This sets the precedent he will do for the remainder of the year and for the high casualty ratio that the Russian Army will endure
Russian Generals are reluctant to draw back 
They are not reluctant to send in more troops
The stubborn resistance that they will practice
The treatment of the Russian POWs by the Germans
By Day 17 of the attack
300,000 Russians had been captured
2,500 tanks
1,400 artillery guns and 250 aircraft captured or destroyed
All three prongs of the attack were moving faster than expected
Hard to keep up with logistics
Gave Hitler false hope in himself and men
Ordered Army Group Center to change its course – was on the brink of entering Moscow and ending the war
They did and it cost them the war
And not just the war with Russia 











The Pacific Theatre

	War with the Japanese Empire

What was Japan doing all this time?

1936 – there was an attempted coup against Hirohito and his cabinet – including members of his family and junior officers of the army
Lieutenant Colonel Saburo Aizawa assassinated the head of the Military Affairs Bureau because he has fired the head of military education – and that he thought this person was trying to modernize the army
As most of the junior officers and almost all the enlisted men were from rural areas – they disliked anything representing big government, urbanization and industrialization
This was due to the fact with the American embargo on Japanese silk and rice – most of the farmers in Japan went bankrupt, the economy collapsed and Depression images and conditions existed in Japan
And they formed a hatred for Western peoples – especially Americans
Aizawa was arrested and put on trial – which turned into a circus filled with military men in support of him
He was found guilty and shot by firing squad
Immediately, 1,500 soldiers marched on Tokyo and attempted to overthrow the government
Executing men of all positions – including the former prime minister [shooting him 47 times]
Hirohito put on his military uniform and called an emergency meeting – demanded absolute loyalty oath sworn to him 
Threatening to lead the Imperial Guard personally, he suppressed the uprising – which included executing over 100 of the leaders without trial
He was now viewed as a strong military leader – which before this time he was seen as a Western tied leader
He ordered new officers installed who knew the important of industrialization for a modern army
And thinking that he had punished the military enough – he told them that they could go ahead and have a military operation if they wanted – this would be China

July 1937 – a small ‘conflict’ on the Marco Polo Bridge leads to full 	scale war between China and Japan

July 1940 – Japanese Cabinet thrown out and replaced with more military officers by Prime Minister Fumimaro Konoe

August 1940 - Konoe announces that all the political parties of Japan 	have decided to a voluntary disbanding – in order that the 	country may unite the total energies of the state and the people 

September 1940 - Japan signs the Tripartite Pact with Germany 	and Italy, hoping to deter the USA from interfering in its 	affairs.   However, this step had the opposite effect as the		 USA now saw Japan as siding with the aggressors.

America immediately places an oil embargo on Japan
80% of all Japanese oil imported from the US
The Japanese Naval Command reports that they only have a two year supply reserve
Konoe – fearing that war will result – tries numerous diplomatic attempts with the US
He is lied to by both American and Japanese governments
Resigns – is replaced by Hideki Tojo
Who wants Japan to go to war
http://www.wpclipart.com/famous/political/Hideki_Tojo.png 








US Enters the War

	Japanese Attack on Pearl Harbor

Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, Commander of the Japanese Combined 	Fleet – proposed and developed the plan to attack Pearl 	Harbor, beginning this in early 1941
http://www.macarthurmemorial.org/MacArthurs_Airmen/images/Isoroku_Yamamoto_LightBox.jpg 

Roosevelt had moved Pacific Fleet to Hawaii in 1940
Yamamoto had twice been in US as military attaché
Did NOT want to make the attack unless it was done his way
Based on assumption that a crippling blow to the US battleships and other craft there would force the US to a strictly defensive position
The Imperial Navy should "fiercely attack and destroy the U.S. main fleet at the outset of the war, so that the morale of the U.S. Navy and her people" would "sink to the extent that it could not be recovered…"
This would allow Imperial Japan to take all of Southeast Asia, the Philippines and potentially Australia
Yamamoto had also warned Japanese Military Council that it was not a good idea to go to war with America – as he stated that once united – American industrial power would out surpass that of any other country
It was believed that the US could not recover for up to 18 months if done with total surprise and complete devastation
The US knew Japan was preparing for war, and Japan experienced first hand that the US would do so if forced
Neither side respected the other
We felt that the Japanese were inferior, mongoloids, “yellow skinned”, recall the coolie days when building the railroad; a collection of trash peoples
The Japanese felt that the US was a mixture of mongoloid races that would not unite for a common resolve; our diverse nature prohibited uniting for a singular purpose
The Japanese believed that the US would not want a prolonged war and could not stomach a bloody war
They looked to our history of warfare and saw that in no time did we ever unite for any war, and our best effort was in fighting each other
We looked to them and saw them as feudal warriors, peasant fisherman and a people built on tradition and strange customs 
Yamamoto was against going to war
Warned “…that attacking before a declaration of war was delivered would so enrage the American people that, no matter how devastating the attack, they would never allow a negotiated peace.”  
"If I am told to fight regardless of consequences, I shall run wild considerably for the first 6 months or a year but I have utterly no confidence for the second or third years.”

Operation Hawaii
	Operation Z

Tojo gave the date of November 29 to work out all hostilities or they would implement attack
Since spring 1941 – the Japanese practiced low level bombing runs in a harbor similar to that of Pearl Harbor
40 feet deep
Sheltered
Studied the British attack on Italian port of Taranto – 11/10 – 11/12, 1940 – destroyed half the Italian Navy with loss of only 2 aircraft to the British
Specialized tactics and weapons
Armor piercing bombs 
Wooden fins attached to the torpedoes to keep them running shallow
Low level approach by torpedo bombers
In 1904 – Yamamoto lost two fingers in their highly successful surprise attack on the Russian Navy moored in Port Arthur 
The Americans also studied this
On November 26 – the Japanese Invasion fleet – Kido Butai sailed out with the full knowledge of American Intelligence
3,400 miles with strict radio silence
Under the command of Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo 
US thought they were going to the South China Sea
In several moves – sailing ahead of a storm – arrived off the island of Oahu 275 miles to the northwest
At 0600 – following the code East Winds Execute – the envoys in Washington are to destroy all papers and materials
Code Climb Mount Niitaka - first wave takes off for Pearl
three designations – East means US and is intended to sever diplomatic ties with US
declaration of war to be delivered to Secretary of State Cordell Hull ½ hour prior to attack by Kichasaburo Nomura and Saburo Kurusu
message did not get to him due to cipher problems until one hour AFTER the attack
Hull – “I have never seen a document that was more crowded with infamous falsehoods and distortions on a scale so huge that I never imagined until today that any government on this planet was capable of uttering them.”
http://www.authentichistory.com/1939-1945/1-timelines/2-PH/19411207_Nomura-Kurusu.jpg 
Pearl Harbor – US Pacific Fleet moored there
Navy – Admiral Husband Kimmel
Army – General Walter Short
The US War Department intentionally kept deciphered messages from them so as not to breach security and the knowledge that we had broken portions of the codes
Did tell them to go on alert
They interpreted it as to sabotage
Kimmel had all 94 ships moored and bunched together
Short had all the planes staged together, wing to wing
Both had all ammunition locked up
Few if any guns actually manned and with ammo
Torpedo security nets taken down in channel 


        Minutes to War

0342 hours, USS Condor spots what they believe is a periscope to a submarine;  USS Ward is called and they search – unable to find anything
0600 – first wave of 183 attack planes take off for 230 mile flight
0640 hours – USS Ward spots and sinks a Japanese mini-sub in the channel to the harbor
This report ignored by high command – joke that some trigger happy sailors killed a helpless whale
0645 – Privates George Elliot and Joseph Lockwood report large formation of planes approaching
This is called in three times and each time are told – “we will note this for you”
On 3rd report they are told “Well, don’t worry about it.”  
They stay at their station until picked up to be driven the 8 miles for breakfast
0715 – 2nd wave of 167 planes take off for their targets
Enroute – at 0745 – they notice a large formation of Japanese planes fly by the truck
0749 – flight leader Captain Mitsuo Fuchida comes upon the moored US fleet and order attack signal “To – To – To”
First syllable of word meaning ‘Charge!’ – totsugeki
0752 – Fuchida signals fleet and Tokyo – “Tora! Tora! Tora!”
Translated as Tiger! Tiger! Tiger! – indicating a complete and total surprise attack on their part
0753 – USS Oklahoma- BB37- is the 1st of the ships to be hit – multiple torpedo strikes
0806 – a bomb strikes the USS Arizona- BB39 – blowing it up
1,177 killed
1,102 trapped inside of it
0915 the second wave hits

Casualties and Damage

United States
5 battleships sunk, 2 lost – Arizona & Oklahoma 
2 destroyers sunk – both lost [Cassin & Downes], 1 damaged
target ship Utah sunk, 3 damaged
3 battleships damaged,
3 cruisers damaged
188 aircraft destroyed, 155 aircraft damaged
2,345 military and 57 civilians killed
1,247 military and 35 civilians wounded

All the battleships except for the two lost would return to active duty
NONE of the carriers were in the harbor at the time of the attack


Farther to the west, the Japanese struck at Hong Kong, Malaysia and Thailand in a coordinated attempt to use surprise in order inflict as much damage as quickly as possible to strategic targets.


Japanese
1 large class submarine sunk
4 midget submarines sunk
1 midget submarine run aground
29 aircraft destroyed,
55 airmen, 9 submariners killed* and 1 captured
	*unknown amount of men in the large sub

A huge tactical victory for Japan
	An even bigger strategic blunder on their part

British Prime Minister Churchill: “"behind them lay a shattered fleet 	hidden in a pall of fire and smoke; and the vengeance of the 	United States".

Yamamoto: 
“A military man can scarcely pride himself on having smitten a 	sleeping enemy; in fact, to have it pointed out is more a matter 	of shame.”

	“I feel all we have done is to awake a sleeping giant and fill him 	with a terrible resolve.”

	* Operation Vengeance – who killed Yamamoto?


One of my past students said as to why it failed – and was only a tactical victory…………”It awoke the sleeping giant…..”

NOT the bloodiest combat engagement in US Military History

[bookmark: Antie]1.   Sept. 17, 1862, Battle of Antietam:  4,300 killed 
2.   September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks: 2,992
[bookmark: Pearl]3.   Dec. 7, 1941, Pearl Harbor: 2,403
[bookmark: Cville]4.   May 3, 1863, Battle of Chancellorsville: 2,358
[bookmark: Gburg]5.   July 1- 3, 1863, Battle of Gettysburg, per day 2,353±
[bookmark: Chicka]6.   Sept 19-20, 1863, Battle of Chickamauga: per day 1,984± 
[bookmark: Franklin]7.   Nov. 30, 1864, Battle of Franklin: 1,939 
[bookmark: Fburg]8.   Dec. 13, 1862, Battle of Fredericksburg: 1,879 
9.   May 31 – June 12, 1864 Cold Harbor: 1.844 Union alone*
[bookmark: Murf]10. 12/31/62 – 01/01/63 Battle of Murfreesboro: per day 1,485± 
[bookmark: D-Day]11.  June 6, 1944, D-Day: 1,465
[bookmark: Pville]12.  Oct. 8, 1862, Battle of Perryville: 1,355 


This is where the Japanese mistook American resolve.  They did not study the US Military History.
Americans did not want to have large casualty numbers and took measures to avoid such
The Japanese were willing to die for their Emperor
We were willing to live 
American battle strategies and tactics
The ultimate development and use of the atomic bomb



Admiral William “Bull” Halsey 
"Before we're through with them the Japanese language will be 	spoken only in hell".  


December 8, 1941 – Roosevelt requests and receives a Declaration 	of War on Japan
Senate – 82:0
House – 388:1
Montana Republican Jeannette Pickering Rankin
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/graphic/large/RankinJ.jpg 
As a woman, I can't go to war and I refuse to send anyone else
Booed and hissed from the floor upon vote
Also voted against going to war with Germany in WWI
Voted out in the next election
Toured the country –with strong opposition – protesting policies of Roosevelt
One of the basis of theory of Roosevelt wanting war and ignoring warning signals of Pearl Harbor

When Churchill was told of the attack, it was stated that the Japanese invaded Pearl River, immediately stating “…we are going to war with Japan…”
Churchill called Roosevelt and told him that they would also declare war on Japan – stating to those in the room with him “…so we have won after all…”
US declares War, one hour later, Churchill declares war on Japan
Roosevelt’s Speech to Joint Session
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufoUtoQLGQY 
Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, members of the Senate and the House of Representatives: 
Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 
The United States was at peace with that nation, and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. 
Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the American island Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. And, while this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack. 
It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace.
The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition, American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 
Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya. 
Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. 
Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 
Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 
And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.
Japan has therefore undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation. 
As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that all measures be taken for our defense, that always will our whole nation remember the character of the onslaught against us. 
No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people, in their righteous might, will win through to absolute victory. 
I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form of treachery shall never again endanger us. 
Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in grave danger. 
With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding determination of our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph. So help us God. 
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, Dec. 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire. 
December 11 – Italy declares war on the US
Germany follows this with Hitler stating that he has to do so under the conditions of the Tripartite Act
Further states that Roosevelt asked for it
That they intend to invade Germany in 1943
"After victory has been achieved, Germany, Italy and Japan will continue in closest co-operation with a view to establishing a new and just order."


US declares war on Germany and Italy 
	With one dissenting vote




The War on Both Fronts

The Italians 
are bungling in Crete, Greece, the Baltic States and in North Africa

Germany
is still bombing England
slugging it out with Russia
the Russian Front
in Greece and North Africa
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel
The Desert Fox
http://images.google.com/images?hl=en&resnum=0&q=picture+of+rommel&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&resnum=1&ct=title 
North Africa   1940 – 1943
Beat all the British generals up to Montgomery
Field Marshal The Right Honourable Sir Bernard Law Montgomery, 1st Viscount Montgomery of Alamein
"In defeat, unbeatable; in victory, unbearable." 
"Indomitable in retreat, invincible in advance, insufferable in victory."  (Winston Churchill)
http://ww2db.com/photo.php?source=all&color=all&list=search&foreigntype=P&foreigntype_id=7 
The German 88 http://www.flickr.com/photos/mtefft/2415501525/ 


"Der Wannsee Conference"  January 20 Berlin
Conference to determine what to do with the Jews
On the authority of Herman Goering 
Obergruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich is placed in charge of the “Final Solution”
http://ivarfjeld.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/reinhard_heydrich.jpg 
Adolf Eichmann is the minutes recorder
Will be assigned the task of rounding up, deporting and ultimately mass murder of Europe’s Jews
Heydrich’s proposed list:



Country / Region					Number of Jews
Germany [prior to 1938]				         131,800
Austria							           43,700
Ost-Gebieten						         420,000
Poland						               2,284,000
Bialystok Bohemen					         400,000
Moravia							           74,200
Letland							             3,500
Lithuania 							           34,000
Belgium							           43,000
Denmark							             5,600
France [occupied]					         165,000
             [Vichy] 						           69,600
Albania					                                   200
Norway							             1,300
Bulgaria								  48,000
Sweden								    8,000
Finland								    2,300
Ireland								    4,000
Italy									  58,000
Portugal								    3,000
Croatia								  40,000
Netherlands							160,800
Romania								342,000
England								330,000
Switzerland							  18,000
Serbia								  10,000
Czechoslovakia							    6,000
Spain									    6,000
Turkey								  55,000
Hungary 								742,800
Russia							       5,000,000
Ukraine							       2,994,684
White Russia (Belarus)					          446,484

					TOTAL                     11,000,000
    


 March 28   First Jews arrives at Auschwitz - Birkenau for gassing
12,000 / day gassed
No official figures – minimum of 1.1 million killed
Albreit Macht Frei  - Freedom Through Work
http://www.scrapbookpages.com/AuschwitzScrapbook/Tour/Auschwitz1/index.html 

April 29 – all Jews are required to wear the Star of David on clothes

http://www.ushmm.org/propaganda/assets/images/500x/star-david-badge.jpg 

   Hitler was not original in this……..
http://www.geschichteinchronologie.ch/MA/judentum-EncJud_judenfleck-u-judenhut-im-MA-ENGL.html 

All throughout any issue or decree as to the Final Solution – Hitler never wrote out an order.  All were given orally as so there would be no record.  Goering and Himmler would take it from there.



Britain 
is fighting in southeast Asia
bombing Germany 
Allied decision for them to bomb at night
To keep losses to a minimum
pushed back to India

Russia
is losing troops by the millions trying to hold off the Germans
but they are beginning to win with the help of nature
has only one front


Japan
has huge success
is taking over the Philippines
invades in December 10, 1941 and is overrunning the country
Mitsubishi A6M2 Zero Sen
Aka ‘Zero’
two wing-mounted 20mm cannon
7.7mm machine gun
1101 lbs bombs
Major flaw – did not have self sealing gas tanks
http://www.microsoft.com/games/combatfs2/img/screens/A6m5_zero.jpg 
Allied forces retreat back to Corregidor
March 12th – General Douglas MacArthur ordered to Australia by Roosevelt
Taken by PT boat during the night
“I shall return…”
Command turned over to Lt. General Jonathon M. Wainwright and told to hold on as long as he can
April 12, 1942 he surrenders approximately 11,000 troops
‘Bataan Death March’
75,000 US and Filipino POW’s marched 60 miles under the most brutal of conditions
Tojo’s orders to the guards: (Guards) "must supervise their charges rigidly, taking care not to become obsessed with mistaken ideas of humanitarianism or swayed by personal feelings toward prisoners that might grow over a long incarceration."
54,000 of the group made it – casualty figures are hard to access due to escapes and later deaths in POW camps
10,000 Filipino
Up to 700 American troops
Japan refused to honor the Geneva Convention
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Corregidor_gun.jpg 



United States

"When the British shoot, the Germans duck, 
when the Germans shoot, the British duck, 
when the Americans shoot, everybody ducks....."
Has lost most of the Pacific Fleet
Has lost the Philippines, Wake Island and other holdings
8th Air Force and Bomber Command in Europe
The B-17 Flying Fortress 
http://www.historylink101.com/ww2-planes/aa-b-17-bomber.htm 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVPdkBwqxfA 
Strategic daylight bombing with high casualty rates
26,000 killed, 47,000 wounded or missing
½ of all Air Force casualties of WWII
17 Medals of Honor
220 Distinguished Flying Crosses
850 Silver Stars
46,000 Purple Hearts
442,000 Air Medals 
First action in North Africa not good
General George Patton sent in to take over
http://writeofcenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/george-patton-290x425.jpg  I
Inspired by Civil War guerilla John S. Mosby
Patton was a paradoxical mélange of humility and megalomania, geniality and rage, heroics and lunacy. (Porch)
Disliked anyone against the United States
Especially Japanese, Communists and Jews
Omar Bradley: described him as "…the most fiercely ambitious man and the strangest duck I have ever known. He alternated social grace and personal warmth with a degree of vulgarity and a predisposition to demean and humiliate his subordinates that even GIs found disturbing.”
"I'd rather have a German Division in front of me than a French one behind."
Called Flash Gordon or the Green Hornet 
With the failure of US troops in North Africa – Eisenhower appoints Patton in command and instructs him to be ruthless with the enemy and his troops, to fire anyone he feels does not live up to his standards
Patton lived and looked to the past history; thought that he had been horrifically killed in battle numerous times in history
Allowed him to not fear death in battle and inspired him men to do things unheard of
This was the basis for his rage against his subordinates who he felt did not live up to his expectations – as they did not realize that it was their destiny to die in battle
Would levy $25 fines to anyone caught not wearing a tie, leggings and a helmet
Lands in Tunisia in and has limited success, but it does alert the Germans and British that he is a force to be reckoned with 
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=5cb_1178900597&o=1 


The US strikes back against Japan
The Doolittle Raid
Lt. Col. James “Jimmy” Doolittle
Navy Captain Francis Low, Assistant Chief of Staff for Anti-submarine Warfare, reported to Admiral Ernest J. King on January 10, 1942, felt medium bombers could be launched from a carrier after observing training tactics in Virginia
Tried this principle in February when he had 2 B-25’s launched from the USS Hornet off coast of Virginia
Plan was to launch flight of bombers from an aircraft carrier deck and bomb selected targets in Japan
Stated that the Imperial Homeland had never been invaded nor would be bombed
Selected the B-25B Mitchell Bomber
Specially modified for the flight
When he felt that civilian employees were not doing the work to his liking, he brought in Hap Arnold to oversee 
When all work finished, the head technician gave Doolittle an evaluation form to fill out
He wrote “LOUSY” on it
Removed their Norden Bomb sights 
Replaced with the “Mark Twain”
http://www.doolittleraider.com/images/Bomb_Sight.jpg 
http://www.airforcehistory.hq.af.mil/planes/b25.html 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/Doolittle_Raid_(USS_Hornet).jpg 
After extensive top secret training, Doolittle selected 16 planes w /crews
Told media that they were going to Pearl to be stationed
Told the pilots that their chances were “…pretty slim…”
Goal was to fly within 400 miles of coast, bomb Japan, and then fly on into China or Russia
Each pilot allowed to select their target of choice
Selected the aircraft carrier USS Hornet for mission
Allowed lead plane 467 feet or runway
Departed Pearl Harbor April 2nd with task force under command of Admiral “Bull’ Halsey
Japanese received coded transmission that fleet was heading that way, but that the intent was to bomb with Navy planes – not causing a lot of concern
As a result, a Japanese defense made for US launch within 300 miles of coastline 
They were also informed that the attack would occur on April 14th, and when that date passed the Japanese stood down
http://www.doolittleraider.com/images/H102457.jpg 
April 18th – 600 miles off the Japanese Coast – Japanese Patrol Boat #23 – the Nitto Maru spotted the task force and began radioing location of force to homeland
Sunk by the USS Nashville
Only after firing 926 - 6” shells at it!!
When ordered to take off – planes stripped of all non-essential items and given extra gas cans
Told not to drop them out of plane when empty until over land so that they could not be traced back to fleet
Armed with 3 – 500 pound high explosive bombs and one 500 pound incendiary bomb
Flew in at wave and tree top all the way to targets
Arrived around noon and bombed ten selected targets; two in Tokyo, two in Yokohama, and one each in Yokosuka, Nagoya, Kobe and Osaka
An air raid drill was going on at the time and most Japanese military thought that the planes were Japanese ‘Betty’ bombers
http://ww2total.com/WW2/Weapons/War-Planes/Bomber-Planes/Japanese/G4M-Betty/images/Mitsubishi_G4M.jpg 
“Propaganda radio talking how Japan would never be bombed…then the air raid sirens went off…” (Halsey)
Halsey called this raid “…one of the most courageous deeds in all military history…”
Bombed all selected targets with minimal real damage
14 / 16 crews made it to China; one to Russia where they were interned [escaped in 1943 through Iran]; one crew captured and three of its members executed
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHnwxRfzR2A 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxqU_WH8Cd0 
The Japanese had been told they were invulnerable. An attack on the Japanese homeland would cause confusion in the minds of the Japanese people and sow doubt about the reliability of their leaders. There was a second, equally important, psychological reason for this attack...Americans badly needed a morale boost
			General James Doolittle; I Could Never Be So Lucky Again
http://www.doolittleraider.com/raid_photos.htm 

Not only a severe embarrassment to the Japanese Military, but served to infuriate them
Initially thought attacked by land based planes
Avenged that they would never be attacked by aircraft carriers again
Basis for their aggressive tactics to destroy all the American aircraft carriers and their debacle at the Battle of Midway





The Beginning of the End

In their haste to destroy the American carriers, the Japanese abandoned the detailed and well thought out war plans made by Yamamoto and his staff

Imperial High Command ordered the destruction of the carriers – now seen as the major threat to their plans

Changed their war strategy that they had planned for years to meet the new threat of carrier invasion

IT COST THEM THE WAR WITH THE UNITED STATES

With this morale boost for the Americans, we developed a new attitude towards the Japanese
Anger we developed was first built on racism basis and later as a result of their actions towards us
Same terminology  and policies that the Germans used against the Jews we used towards the Japanese
The internment camps holding Japanese Americans
3% of British and US troops in German POW camps perished
25% rate for those troops in Japanese POW camps
This was comparable to Germans in Soviet camps
We never had more than 5,500 Japanese POW’s at any time
This was not because the Japanese all fought to the death – we simply would not allow them to surrender or take them as a POW

 May 7 & 8 – the Battle of the Coral Sea
First of the six carrier based fights in the Pacific
While a tactical victory for the Japanese
It was a strategic and operational defeat for them
Stopped the invasion of New Guinea and possible threat to Australia
Both sides lost ships – Japanese lost much of their air arm



Midway	June 4 – 7, 1942

Chester Nimitz versus Isoroku Yamamoto 
That one great battle both sides wanted
The Japanese launched an invasion against the Aleutian Islands as a feint
US forces sent there were obsolete
Very poor weather conditions

US Forces
3 carriers
50 support ships
233 carrier aircraft
127 land-based aircraft from Midway Island
Japanese Forces
4 carriers
7 battleships
150 support ships
264 carrier aircraft including 16 floatplanes
US had the advantage because we had broken their code and knew where they were going to be
Laid out a trap and the Japanese went right in to it
American losses
1 carrier sunk
1 destroyer sunk 
98 aircraft destroyed 
307 killed
Japanese losses
4 carriers sunk
1 cruiser sunk
264 carrier aircraft destroyed
3,500 killed wiped out the experienced Naval arm of the Japanese air forces
Almost the entire force that attacked Pearl Harbor
Japanese Navy never able to recover from this
Navy did not tell Japanese High Command about the defeat
Falsified losses
Placed a gag order on all the surviving crews
Wounded taken to a special military hospital in an isolated area
Admiral staff knew they lost the war at this point and would only be fighting to save honor and hope for a favorable treaty


November 	Guadalcanal
Farthest penetration of Japanese land forces
Six major naval battles involved in this action
US loses		 7,100 kia
Japanese	        30,343 kia





While the aircraft carrier was becoming the dominant ship of the navy, in the Atlantic is was still the battleship

Land based planes minimized the need for aircraft carriers and their importance as an offensive weapon












The Battle for the Atlantic

Bismarck		Operation Rheinübung   [Rhine Exercise]
Kriegsmarine
41,673 ton battleship
Outfitted in 1940
1st of two in its class – Tirpitz
http://www.kbismarck.com/gallery.html 
http://www.kbismarck.com/armament.html 
May 24, 1941 – Bismarck on a mission in North Atlantic along with the Prinz Eugen
At 0543 hours, sights two British war ships 17 miles from their ship; the HMS Hood and HMS Prince of Wales
http://tachesterton.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/hms-hood-xxxx.jpg 
0552 hours the Hood fires on Bismarck; 3 shells hitting her and doing minor damage
0555 hours Bismarck returns fire
0601 hours, a shell from the Bismarck strikes the powder magazine of the Hood, blowing it up completely
http://www.kbismarck.com/bismarck40.jpg 
Only three survivors from the crew of 1,418
Prince of Wales struck four times and retires
Damage to Bismarck minimal, but did cause it to take on water and damaged fuel cells, reducing speed and slight listing 
Over the next two days – attacked by outdated Swordfish torpedo planes from carrier – with one hitting the rudders which took away the steering capabilities http://www.militaryfactory.com/aircraft/imgs/fairey-swordfish_2.jpg 
Bismarck radioed for help and a day out from French ports
At midnight of the 26th – sends the following message to Berlin;
"To the Führer of the German Reich, Adolf Hitler: We shall fight to the last man with confidence in you, my Führer, and with rock-solid trust in Germany's victory!"
That morning around 0800 – combined force of British, American and Polish war ships surround Bismarck
Sends off a message to have a U-boat come and take their war diary for safekeeping
At 0847 hours, the HMS Rodney opens fire on Bismarck
0902 hours, hit for the first time in engagement
By 0931 hours – all guns out of action
Taking numerous hits at range of around 3,500 yards
Possibly as many as 600 hits of the 2,876 shot at her
Now taking multiple torpedo hits to all sides
1000 hours – crew sets off demolition charges in turbine room
1031 hours – Bismarck sinks
http://www.toptenz.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/German-Battleship-Bismarck.jpg 
116 of 2,200 man crew rescued 
The end of German surface raiding in the Atlantic
Tries use of disguised ships – ‘Q-boats’
Resorts to U-boats as primary weapon [Unterseeboot]


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nM5CAxOuoh8&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeXJBQsxGEU&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1Ufc2hI4FM&feature=related 



image13.jpeg




image14.png




image15.png




image16.png




image17.jpeg




image18.jpeg




image19.png




image20.png




image21.png

