The History of World War II

September 1st, 1939 – at 0445 hours, German army, naval and air forces began the invasion of Poland


Called Operation Fall Weiss [Case White]

9/03/39 – Britain and France declare war on Germany


Britain at 1115 hours


France at 1230 hours but with a 1700 hours stipulation

9/17/39 – Russian units attacked eastern Poland 

Against the Poles – NOT the Germans

9/27/39 – Poland capitulates

So begins the Phoney War for the next year

And you know the rest of the story………………….


………or do you?

Traditional history should you Google WWII will tell you something similar to the above. 
 I am NOT about to instruct traditional anything!  

While history will point to the surprise firing on Polish war ships by a German battleship moored in a Polish harbor on a supposed good will tour, I am going to state that WWII began years earlier, and one of those dates was June 29, 1919.

January 12, 1919 - The Paris Peace Conference opened 

 Meetings were held at various locations in and around Paris 
until 20th January, 1920

Leaders of 32 countries representing about 75% of the world's 

population attended

Negotiations were dominated by the five major powers 
responsible for defeating the Central Powers:

              The United States, Britain, France, Italy and Japan 
 

June 29, 1919 – the Treaty of Versailles was ratified



…sort of……….

· Marked the ending of WWI

· Not everyone – including America and Germany agreed with it, who thought it wrong
· Actually one of five treaties that dealt with the defeated aggressor countries [the Central Powers] that were all named after suburbs of Paris

Treaty of Versailles

Germany


Treaty of St. Germain

Austria


Treaty of Trianon


Hungary


Treaty of Neuilly


Bulgaria


Treaty of Serves


Turkey
Principle components of the Treaty of Versailles

(1) the surrender of all German colonies as League of Nations mandates; 

(2) the return of Alsace-Lorraine to France; 

(3) cession of Eupen-Malmedy to Belgium, Memel to Lithuania, the   

 Hultschin district to Czechoslovakia, 

(4) Poznania, parts of East Prussia and Upper Silesia to Poland;

(5) Danzig to become a free city; 

(6) plebiscites to be held in northern Schleswig to settle the Danish-
German frontier; 

(7) occupation and special status for the Saar under French control; 

(8) demilitarization and a fifteen-year occupation of the Rhineland; 

(9) German reparations of £6,600 million; 

(10) a ban on the union of Germany and Austria; 

(11) an acceptance of Germany's guilt in causing the war; 

(12) provision for the trial of the former Kaiser and other war leaders; 

(13) limitation of Germany's army to 100,000 men with no 
conscription, no tanks, no heavy artillery, no poison-gas 
supplies, no aircraft and no airships; 

(14) the limitation of the German Navy to vessels under 100,000 tons, 
with no submarines;

· Germany signed this under protest

· The USA failed to ratify it

· There never was a trial of the Kaiser - Prince Frederick William Victor Albert of Prussia; aka Kaiser Wilhelm II
· This infuriated many British and French people and caused an extended hatred towards the Germans

· Why is it so important then to look to World War I as to one of the causations of WWII?  
· Didn’t these people learn anything from it, and if so – why were they so willing to go to war?
During the American Civil War – Germany was the most outspoken European country against the Confederate States of America – as they were opposed to any country that supported slavery and against human rights.

World War I

       The Great War; the War to End All War’s


1914 – 1918

· Primarily fought on the European Continent

· Over 60 million soldiers 

· Over 40 million casualties



Including 20 million military and civilian deaths

· Mostly fought on French soil


The June 28th, 1914 – the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand – the heir to the Austro – Hungarian throne, by a group of Bosnian Serbs lead by Gavrilo Princip, a reputed member of Young Bosnia and affiliated with the Black Hand – which translates to Unification or Death and organized to gain independence for Bosnia……..
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Gavrilo Princip being taken to police headquarters
· Almost did not happen due to group of inept assassins and bumbling driver of the archdukes car

· Subsequent arrest and trial implicated members of Serb army
· Gavrilo Princip tried to shoot himself at scene after shooting the archduke – but an onlooker took his gun away from him

· He then took cyanide while in jail – but it did not work

· Found guilty – he could not be executed as law at that time said that no one under 20 could be – and he might have been 18

· Sentenced to 20 years in prison and died while incarcerated (TB)
· Germany urged Austria-Hungary to declare war

· Immediately joined on their side

· Britain and France declare war in defense of Serbia

· Within one week – all the major players in Europe were at war

· The main war crisis was short, concentrated and decisive

· One day Europe was at peace, one week later at war

· Ultimatums issues first followed by open declarations of war

· No sneak attacks or phony treaties

Comprised of two alliances:

1. The Entente Powers:





          France, Great Britain, Russia and all their associated empires
         Italy would join them in 1915


The US would enter forcibly in 1917
2. The Central Powers:


Germany, Austria-Hungary and their associated empires

 
The Ottoman Empire [modern Turkey] joined in 1914


Bulgaria would enter in 1915

The Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland and the Scandinavian 


Countries would all remain neutral

· Homework: Which country started World War II?
‘Modern’ Warfare


With the beginning of WWI, new types of combat and weapons were introduced, but combat methodology remained the same for some time.  

The American Civil War – studied by all the great powers of the world, failed to impact these countries now that they were at war.  Trench warfare or static warfare – commonly referred to as siege warfare during the Civil War - became the principle fighting tactic.  However, the weapons changed dramatically and as a result – so did the casualties.  
New Weapons introduced in WWI

The carbine rifle


Bolt action – the Springfield and the Mauser

The Luger pistol

Smokeless powder

Tanks

http://gallery.photo.net/photo/2029970-md.jpg 


http://cookit.e2bn.org/library/1245440223/tank_somme_1916.original.jpg 

http://wwi-cookup.com/afv/german/a7v/mfa7v01.jpg 
http://www.military-today.com/tanks/m1a2_abrams_l5.jpg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J9bgaoXLbFI 

Airplanes – including both fighter and bomber

http://www.military-aircraft.org.uk/ww1-fighter-planes/  


Tri Fokker 

103mph


F22 Raptor

1,300mph

      http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwNJnziiHwg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqKWM9g9uYo&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKulBlYqI40&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSKIP5DcfKU&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzFucqDElyE 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Dr2ZB36p9Y&feature=related 

Hand grenades
http://jlz.com/usmc/USMC/hand-grenade1.jpg 

http://www.pacificempirecorporation.com/html/images/stickgrenade.jpg 

http://www.timemoneyandblood.com/images/weapons/Japanese/type97grenade.jpg 
http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_9iMIweN5ntc/STymIfJnJVI/AAAAAAAAAKA/lIduYZLGbZQ/s400/Holy+Hand+Grenade.jpg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOrgLj9lOwk 
The flamethrower

The Army Helmet

Parachutes *
Poison gas – mustard gas was the principle one

Battleships – called Dreadnoughts 

The epic arms race of battleships between Great Britain and 
Germany, the United States and Japan
When Britain first at Heav'n's command
Arose from out the azure main;
This was the charter of the land,
And guardian angels sang this strain;

Rule, Britannia! Britannia, rule the waves:
Britons never, never, never will be slaves. 

           Rule Britannia, James Thompson;
           music, Thomas Augustine Arne, 1740 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25zynTTl-sU&feature=related
Armored and fast moving war ships

The submarine


The torpedo

Dirigibles – called Zeppelins in Germany

http://dybiz.com/sites_randomblog/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/hindenburg_explodes_zepplin.jpg 


Who invented the first working military hot air balloon?

http://www.mentalfloss.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/Led_Zeppelin_I.jpg 
Radio communication

Field phones

The machine gun


Two –five man guns


The “Tommy Gun”


Others 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxfGhV5j2Bs 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juUJdzFFORs&NR=1 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDd1k9XPNsc&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jFEafMjrlOw&feature=related 
Artillery improvements


Recoilless guns – the French 75mm


Heavy artillery

Land and sea mines

Body armor
Trench knives

Mortars [commonly called trench mortars]

Bayonet improvements 

Military flares

Propaganda
Military transportation

Motorized ambulances

 Casualty Figures

· There are no accurate figures for this as most of the countries did not keep detailed records due to the conditions of combat, the severity of the losses, and the fact that many countries simply had the men blend in with host nations or empire countries.  France may be as much as one million off with their figure.
· Rough estimate – 37 million
	Country
	Mobilized
	Killed
	Wounded
	Total
	Casualties

	Africa1
	55,000
	10,000
	unknown
	unknown
	-

	Australia
	330,000
	59,000
	152,000
	211,000
	64%

	Austria-Hungary*
	6,500,000
	1,200,000
	3,620,000
	4,820,000
	74%

	Belgium*
	207,000
	13,000
	44,000
	57,000
	28%

	Bulgaria*
	400,000
	101,000
	153,000
	254,000
	64%

	Canada
	620,000
	67,000
	173,000
	241,000
	39%

	The Caribbean2
	21,000
	1,000
	3,000
	4,000
	19%

	French Empire*
	7,500,000
	1,385,000
	4,266,000
	5,651,000
	75%

	Germany*
	11,000,000
	1,718,000
	4,234,000
	5,952,000
	54%

	Great Britain*
	5,397,000
	703,000
	1,663,000
	2,367,000
	44%

	Greece*
	230,000
	5,000
	21,000
	26,000
	11%

	India3
	1,500,000
	43,000
	65,000
	108,000
	7%

	Italy*
	5,500,000
	460,000
	947,000
	1,407,000
	26%

	Japan*
	800,000
	250
	1,000
	1,250
	0.2%

	Montenegro*
	50,000
	3,000
	10,000
	13,000
	26%

	New Zealand
	110,000
	18,000
	55,000
	73,000
	66%

	Portugal*
	100,000
	7,000
	15,000
	22,000
	22%

	Romania*
	750,000
	200,000
	120,000
	320,000
	43%

	Russia*
	12,000,000
	1,700,000
	4,950,000
	6,650,000
	55%

	Serbia*
	707,000
	128,000
	133,000
	261,000
	37%

	South Africa
	149,000
	7,000
	12,000
	19,000
	13%

	Turkey*
	1,600,000
	336,000
	400,000
	736,000
	46%

	USA*
	4,272,500
	117,000
	204,000
	321,000
	8%


Throughout all of Europe – whole communities of young men were wiped out.  Hundreds of monuments were erected honoring the “Glorious War Dead” with celebrations and memorial services

Memorial Day was created in the US to honor Civil War veterans by 
General John Logan



In Flanders Fields by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.

Moina Michael replied with her own poem: 



We cherish too, the Poppy Red








That grows on fields where valor led.







It seems to signal to the skies








That blood of heroes never dies.


It was her idea to wear the red Poppy on Memorial Day
http://imagecache2.allposters.com/images/DMPOD/WA632960.jpg 

http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2675/3974182309_a5a6cc5386.jpg 
All of Europe and all its leaders vowed never to sustain such horrific casualties again.  

The Entente Powers looked to Germany as the cause of this and collaborated to punish her 

· Carried out by the Treaty of Versailles

Germany would never forgive those ratifying countries – especially France [who had sustained the worst of the damage both in human lives and property damage] – the country that made the most conditions in the treaties.

Both France and Great Britain entered into a pacifist role

Germany remained militarist – albeit in a reduced mode

· And angered at France

My questions to you are: 

Did the Treaty of Versailles lead to the events of WWII?  

Who did it adversely affect of the [future] Axis Powers?

Or – was it one of the factors for the war?

How did Japan’s involvement filter in to it?

Was it brought on by the Allied Nations?

To answer this – we have to determine which of the countries in the WORLD started WWII.

Was it an Axis or an Allied Country?

Axis Alliance
 – Sometimes called the Berlin – Rome – Tokyo Axis


   Tripartite Pact of September 27, 1940
Germany in command


Italy and Japan recognizing this


Later would include:









Romania










Bulgaria










Slovakia










Hungary










Finland did fight with Germany against the Soviet 




Union but did not sign the Tripartite and later 




would sign a treaty with Russia


 Allied Countries – along with their date of entry

Following the German invasion of Poland
· 

Poland: 1 September 1939 

· 

 Australia: 3 September 1939 

· 

France: 3 September 1939 , including: 

· 

French overseas territories 

· 

 New Zealand: 3 September 1939 

· 

 United Kingdom: 3 September 1939 , including: 

· 

Indian Empire 

· 

Crown Colonies‎ 

· 

 Newfoundland: 4 September 1939 

· 

 Nepal: 4 September 1939 

· 

South Africa: 6 September 1939 

· 

 Canada: 10 September 1939 

After the Phoney War
· 

 Norway: 9 April 1940 (attacked by Germany on 9 April 1940, signed Armed Forces Agreement with the UK on 28 May 1941) 

· 

 Denmark: 9 April 1940 

· 

 Belgium: 10 May 1940, including: 

· 

 Belgian Congo 

· 

 Luxembourg: 10 May 1940 

· 

 Netherlands: 10 May 1940, including: 

· 

Dutch East Indies 

· 

other Dutch colonies 

· 

Free France: 18 June 1940 

· 

 Czechoslovakia (government-in-exile): July 18, 1942 

· 

 Greece: 28 October 1940 

· 

 Kingdom of Yugoslavia: 6 April 1941 (signed partial Tripartite Pact on 25 March, attacked by Germany on 6 April after a coup) 

After the invasion of the USSR: Operation Barbarossa 

· 

 Soviet Union: 22 June 1941 (cooperated with Axis during Invasion of Poland) 

· 

 Tannu Tuva: 25 June 1941 (annexed by Soviet Union in 1944) 

· 

Mongolia: 9 August 1941 

After the attack on Pearl Harbor
· 

 Panama: 7 December 1941 

· 

 United States: 8 December 1941, including: 

· 

American Samoa 

· 

Guam (9 December 1941, locally) 

· 

Puerto Rico 

· 

 U.S. Virgin Islands 

· 

other unincorporated territories 

· 

 Costa Rica: 8 December 1941 

· 

 Dominican Republic: 8 December 1941 

· 

 El Salvador: 8 December 1941 

· 

 Haiti: 8 December 1941 

· 

 Honduras: 8 December 1941 

· 

 Nicaragua: 8 December 1941 

· 

 Republic of China : 9 December 1941 (at war with Empire of Japan since 1937) 

· 

Commonwealth of the Philippines 9 December 1941 

· 

 Guatemala: 9 December 1941 

· 

 Cuba: 9 December 1941 

After the Declaration by United Nations
· 

 Mexico: 22 May 1942 

· 

 Brazil: 22 August 1942 

· 

Ethiopia: 14 December 1942 (formerly occupied by Fascist Italy) 

· 

Iraq: 17 January 1943 (occupied by Allies in 1941) 

· 

 Bolivia: 7 April 1943 

· 

 Colombia: 26 July 1943 

· 

Iran: 9 September 1943 (occupied by Allies in 1941) 

· 

Democratic Federal Yugoslavia: 1 December 1943 

· 

 Liberia: 27 January 1944 

· 

 Peru: 12 February 1944 

· 

Italy: After the arrest of Mussolini in 1943, northern Italy was occupied by Nazi Germany while the south under the Italian King Victor Emmanuel III joined the Allies against the Axis. 

After D-Day & Operation Bagration
· 

Romania: 23 August 1944 (formerly a member of the Axis) 

· 

Bulgaria: 8 September 1944 (formerly a member of the Axis) 

· 

 San Marino: 21 September 1944 

· 

Albania: 26 October 1944 (formerly occupied by Fascist Italy and later Nazi Germany) 

· 

 Bahawalpur: 2 February 1945 

· 

 Ecuador: 2 February 1945 

· 

 Paraguay: 7 February 1945 

· 

 Uruguay: 15 February 1945 

· 

 Venezuela: 15 February 1945 

· 

 Turkey: 23 February 1945 

· 

 Lebanon: 27 February 1945 

· 

 Saudi Arabia: 1 March 1945 

· 

 Argentina: 27 March 1945 

· 

 Chile: 11 April 1945 

September 3rd, 1939, Joachim von Ribbentrop, the 3rd Reich Foreign Minister, received the British Ambassador in Berlin, Sir Nevile Henderson.  Henderson stated “…it would be left to history to judge where the blame really lay”.  Ribbentrop replied that “…history had already proved the facts.”  An hour later, Ribbentrop said the same statement to the French Ambassador, Robert Coulondre and also told him that if war came, that France would be judged the aggressor.  To that was the reply by the French ambassador, “Of that history will be the judge.”  
British Historian Sir Lewis Namier would conclude: “The judgment of history was invoked by all alike.”  

So – who, what and when - started World War II?

As to who – Adolf Hitler and Germany started World War II….period!

There is a lot written that argues this – but there is a lot more 
that supports this
What started it is not quite as easy to answer.

When it started is almost impossible.

What started it?
· There were two separate fronts:

· The European Theatre
· Some say it was only a continuation of WWI

· The second round of the Thirty Years War - another round in a struggle against the German domination of Europe

· The Treaty of Versailles

· Marshal Ferdinand Foch – French Generalissimo of the Allied Armies during WWI - “This is not peace.  It is an armistice for twenty years.”
· Criticized for the next 20 years for its harshness, its economic errors and its inherent instability
· Germany lost land, money, economic base, the inability to gain power legally by vote and popular thought

· Reparations for entire war debt

· The Disarmament Provisions:

· army limited to 100,000 men

· no tanks or heavy artillery

· no warships over 10,000 tonnes (2204.6226 pounds)
· no submarines

· no military or naval aviation

· the German General Staff was ordered dissolved

· designed to break the tradition of Prussian Militarism

· To circumvent this – all (military) vehicles and aircraft were made for civilian purposes – but capable of being readily modified for war usage

· Russia signed an agreement and manufactured weapons for Germany – and allowed them to set up factories in Russia to produce weapons of war

· And Russia made a lot of weapons for themselves – creating the largest army in the world, a large air force and good weapons.  All this was for a defensive – offensive strategy – to defend Mother Russia – but attack Germany if necessary

· To circumvent the 100,000 man military provision – they created two paramilitary groups that fell outside of official military units 

· The SA – the Sturmabteilung – translated to Stormtroopers or Assault Section; commonly referred to as Brownshirts under the command of Ernst Röhm; total strength about 3 million
[image: image72.jpg]
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· The SS - Schutzstaffel  -  "Protective Squadron", abbreviated SS- or 


; supposedly with superior men than in the SA, under the command of Heinrich Himmler; grew into two wings – one combat [the Waffen - SS] and the other the personal protectorate of Hitler and used to carry out their missions and goals; grew to a strength 48 divisions [one million] by the end of the war
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The Death Head logo was taken from a Prussian cavalry regiment from the turn of the 20th Century

· It was not intended for its current use or display

· It was not inherent to the Nazi SS Units

The SS Uniforms were manufactured by clothing magnate Hugo Boss

The Nazi insignia was traced to Egypt over 2,500 years ago

· At one time Coke used it as a lucky charm (1925)

[image: image77.jpg]



· German Armed Forces:

· A well trained and well equipped army

· The Luftwaffe

· Great fighter planes

· Great medium bombers

· NO heavy bombers

· A small surface navy but with great ships 

· A strong submarine service 

· Initially adequate armour; later great
· Poor transport equipment – still heavily utilized horses for transportation of materials

· Finally – Germany just said “…to hell with your treaties…” and did what the wanted to do

· German will to fight.  They realized they beat 4 European countries and it was only the addition of the USA that turned the tide against them*
· Emergence of Poland and Czechoslovakia would be unstable without the good will of Germany; would be the first to succumb to Germany as a result due to isolation of their allies

· Neville and Austen Chamberlain stated “…the Polish Corridor was not worth the bones of a British grenadier…”
· Both countries heavily German based

· Polish borders not liked by both Germany or Russia

· The emergence of Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini 

· National Socialist [Nazi] and Fascist

· Two men with similar yet dissimilar missions and views

· The emergence of Italy as a power

· Which it really was not – looked better on paper than it did in actuality

· Everyone thought that they were good due to great propaganda via Mussolini 

· In 1936 his slogan was ‘8 million bayonets’  - yet when war began he had around 1.6 million

· Did have a good navy that matched the British and French in the Mediterranean
· A decent air force

· He said that he had 8,500; the Air Ministry reported 3,000 but the Navy could only count 1,000

· Some fighter planes still biplanes

· A poor military

· Made up mostly of illiterate rural conscripts 

· Armoured vehicles were mostly light tanks with thin armour, equipped with machine guns 
· Poor internal management and direction

· Mussolini (Benito Amilcare Andrea Mussolini) – aside from Il Duce’ (his term for dictator as he did not want to be outdone by Hitler) – was also Minister of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force.  He was his own boss and ran them poorly
· The War with Ethiopia – 1935 – 1936

· Personal and political – as an act of revenge for Ethiopia beating Italy in 1896

· Not equal on paper and an Italian success

· Use of mustard gas by the Italians

· Extremely costly to the Italians and not overly successful – but of great prestige to him and in show to the rest of the world 

· Chief of the General Staff Pietro Badoglio told Mussolini in 1940 that Italy was not prepared to go to war.

· Mussolini overruled him, claiming that “…he did not anticipate a serious war, but a military promenade, for which Italian preparation was doubtless adequate.”

· The Spanish Civil War – 1936 – 1939

· Germany & Italy sided with the Nationalists under Franco

· Italy called its troops Corpo Truppe Volontarie – the Corps of Volunteers [75,000] - although they were not volunteers
· Germany called its troops The Condor Legion [19,000]
· This does not include equipment
· Was a testing ground for new equipment and tactics

· Failure of the European Nations – as well as the USA – to check the military balance of power that Nazi Germany was amassing.  Failure to carry out and enforce the Treaty of Versailles

· Winston Churchill – “Once Hitler’s Germany had been allowed to rearm without active interference by the Allies and former associated powers, a second World War was almost certain….Almost all that remained open to France and Britain was to await the moment of the challenge and do the best they could.”  
· Adolf Hitler

· Donald Watt – How War Came  - the role of Hitler and war

· “Always one returns to Hitler: Hitler exultant, Hitler vehement, Hitler indolent, Hitler playing the great commander… Hitler willed, wanted, craved war and the destruction wrought by war… He did not want the war he got.” 
[image: image78.jpg]



                       20 April 1889 – 30 April 1945
http://history1900s.about.com/library/holocaust/blpdhitler.htm 
· Germany wanted breathing space – called Lebensraum
Without consideration of "traditions" and prejudices, it [Germany] must find the courage to gather our people and their strength for an advance along the road that will lead this people from its present restricted living space to new land and soil, and hence also free it from the danger of vanishing from the earth or of serving others as a slave nation.
--- Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf 

· Hitler changed the concept of Lebensraum. Rather than adding colonies to make Germany larger, Hitler wanted to enlarge Germany within Europe. 






       For it is not in colonial acquisitions that we must see the solution of this problem, but exclusively in the acquisition of a territory for settlement, which will enhance the area of the mother country, and hence not only keep the new settlers in the most intimate community with the land of their origin, but secure for the total area those advantages which lie in its unified magnitude.
--- Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf  
· Hitler looked east for Germany's expansion in Europe. It was in this view that Hitler added a racist element to Lebensraum. By stating that the Soviet Union was run by Jews, then Hitler concluded Germany had a right to take Russian land. 



For centuries Russia drew nourishment from this Germanic nucleus of its upper leading strata. Today it can be regarded as almost totally exterminated and extinguished. It has been replaced by the Jew. Impossible as it is for the Russian by himself to shake off the yoke of the Jew by his own resources, it is equally impossible for the Jew to maintain the mighty empire forever. He himself is no element of organization, but a ferment of decomposition. The Persian Empire in the east is ripe for collapse. And the end of Jewish rule in Russia will also be the end of Russia as a state.
--- Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf 
· Thus, in Nazi ideology, Lebensraum meant the expansion of Germany to the east in search of a unity between the German Volk (people) and the land (the Nazi concept of Blood and Soil)
· The Nazi modified theory of Lebensraum became Germany's foreign policy during the Third Reich
· The Pacific Theatre
· Japan fared well following WWI as an industrial nation – competing only on a limited basis due to lack of natural resources only with the USA
· Gained territory on the Chinese coast and former German colonial lands

· It’s remoteness helped it during this time

· Began to look at China as the source of raw materials and manpower – currently under control of foreign nations

· Was in constant power struggle with Russia – reason for aligning with Great Britain prior to and during WWI

· Soundly defeated Russia    Russo – Japanese War, 1905 – 1905

· The US favored the Open Door Policy – created at the turn of the century by Secretary of State John Hay  - and was not happy with the way Great Britain and Japan were abusing this policy
· During the Washington Naval Conference of 1921-1922, the United States government again raised the Open Door Policy as an international issue, and had all of the attendees (United States, Japan, China, France, Great Britain, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, and Portugal) sign a new treaty which intended to make the Open Door Policy international law 
· Great Britain did not want to anger the US and reversed their policy to one in alignment with the US

· Japan signed the treaty but failed to live up to it – which was not enforceable in international court

· Had three separate treaties under it

1. Placed limitations on battleships 

· Did not on aircraft carriers, cruisers or destroyers

2. The Nine-Power Treaty

· Re: Open Door proposal of the US

3. The Four-Power Treaty [US, Britain, Japan, France]

· Vowed to respect each other’s possessions in the Pacific and refer disputes to mediation

· Neither Japan or the US really liked the naval limitation

· Led to the assassination of Premier Takashi Hara for supporting it

· 1924 – the US adopted the Immigration Act of 1924 – totally barred Japanese immigration into the US

· Japanese government declared a national day of humiliation in response to it on the day it took effect

· And it was something that they never forgot or forgave the US for implementing

· The Great Depression hurt Japan significantly – as the US placed obscene tariffs on Japan to curb exports

· The US looked down on Japan – as did most whites towards Asians – and conducted unfair economic policy against them

· Democratic policies changed to militarist views in conjunction with civilian ultranationalists 

· Japan – in essence – developed the equivalent of a Nazi or Fascist government reflecting those political philosophies

· Placed great emphasis on purity of race and nationality

· Had a great advantage over German and Italian leaders – as they did not have to develop this fanatical cult of personality in the populace – it already existed

· The premise of demigod worship of the Emperor and the Code of Bushido

· When Emperor Showa [Hirohito] took power in 1926 – his ratification of the militarists gave them the force associated with Divine Law
· July 7, 1937 – Japan invaded Manchuria, the second Sino-Japanese War, resulting in the formation of Manchukuo

· Japan called it the Marco Polo Bridge Incident – as it was undeclared.  A declaration of war would have to involve the US and Japan did not want that to happen at this point

· The Nanking Massacre – “the Rape of Nanking”  
· The Chinese Army put up strong resistance inflicting heavy casualties on the Imperial Japanese Army

· August - Hirohito ordered that the army command stop using the term prisoner of war and validated the removal of constraints under international law [3rd Geneva Convention]

· ‘Contest to Kill 100 prisoners by the sword’

· 2nd Lieutenants Toshiaki Mukai and Tsuyoshi Noda 向井敏明, Toshiaki Mukai and 野田毅, Tsuyoshi Noda  - documented contest by a Japanese Newspaper to see who could cut off 100 heads first – with photographs.  Both exceeded their goals. But no one knew who won – so………. They had a 2nd contest to see who could reach 150 first

· The Nichi Nichi headline of the story of December 13th read "'Incredible Record' [in the Contest to] Behead 100 People—Mukai 106 – 105 Noda—Both 2nd Lieutenants Go Into Extra Innings".
· http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_oIAhQMTG-dU/S8W8yddqhaI/AAAAAAAAD_Y/JO0VC7U9QAU/s1600/brutal-wars-ww2-second-world-war-japanese-china-incredible-war-images-pictures-photos-002.jpg 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_YYMeAu4i7gA/TPc13VZbdZI/AAAAAAAAJrc/oQfcF6NLQ1o/s1600/rape-of-nanking-nanjing-ww2-brutal-japanese-007.jpg 
· Both captured and executed in 1948 for War Crimes

· Japanese High Command issued order on 12 /07 that no Imperial Japanese soldier shall commit any crime upon a civilian under penalty of death – as it will bring disgrace upon the Japanese Army
· General Iwane Matsui – commanding IJA forces – ordered that all civilians should be treated with kindness in order to win them over to their cause

· He was hung in December 1948 – acquitted on most charges but found guilty of failing to control his troops and show respect to conquered peoples

· On 12 / 13 – the IJA entered Nanking after two days of shelling and ‘forgot those orders’

· Over 20,000 women horrifically raped, many being killed afterwards or forced into being Comfort Women

· Beheadings at will

· Captured 1,200 Chinese soldiers and killed them all with mines – burning them and bayoneting those still alive

· =/- 12,000 were led into a 300m x 5m ditch and buried alive

· Chinese women would have their breasts cut off and a game was played by the Japanese soldiers to catch them with their bayonets when thrown into the air

· Pregnant women would have the fetus cut out and a similar practice as above ensued

· Estimates of 340,000 Chinese were killed in this manner
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v9m49LZY6_M&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvhpHNADwTI&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3qwH0zLroWY&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cufG2Dlxvk&feature=related 

· By the end of 1938 – Japan controlled all the seacoast of China and most of its major cities.  However, Chinese forces had gone into the mountains and acting as guerrilla fighters fought the IJA forces to a standstill.

· Japan knew that they had bit off more than they could chew

· But no one tried to stop them and no one came to China’s aid.

· Nazi Germany and Hitler personally tried to negotiate a truce – and when China refuted him – Hitler turned to Japan as his newest friend and potential ally
· Japan realized just as Germany had – that the world would not interfere in military rearmament no matter what treaties were broken or agreements had been made

· FDR once asked Winston Churchill what the war should be called – and Churchill replied “The Unnecessary War... There was never a war more easier to stop…”
·  As to Germany – Hitler could have been checked by the threat, or even in a small scale – use of force.  And just like with Japan – no one did a thing to stop them
· While Germany, Italy and Japan armed themselves for war – the rest of the world stood by knowing that some day they would have to fight – but reluctant to do anything until that day came
· It was the rearmament policy of France to build a large army for defensive purposes – not offensive.  

· And this would be behind the Maginot Line
· It was the rearmament policy of Great Britain to build a strong navy for blockade and offensive purposes; an army for offensive purposes, and a strong air force for defensive purposes – however including heavy bombers to take the economic and militaristic capabilities out of the enemy [Germany], and the development of radar
· It did on September 1st, 1939.

What was the United States doing all this time?
· We went back to a policy of isolationism

· Greatly hurt by the Great Depression

· Reduced the size of the armed forces

· Adhered to the treaty limitations

· Still had cavalry – last charge in the Philippines in 1942

· Knew we were going to have to something with Japan and then later the European threat with Hitler – hence the development of the heavy bomber [B17,B24, and eventually the B29]

· Development of the Iowa class of battleships
Adolf Hitler 

 http://www.solarnavigator.net/history/explorers_history/adolf_hitler.jpg 
· Born April 20, 1889

· Father – Alois – was the illegitimate son of Maria Anna Schicklgruber (Bohemia) – possibly a Jewish father named Frankenberger
· Alois upon death of mother – moved in with uncle who urged him to take his last name – Hiedler

· However, the official wrote it down as Hitler

· Alois – following several affairs and two failed marriages, remarried at age 48 to a Klara Pölzl – age 24, the granddaughter of his uncle

· This legally makes it his own niece and the Catholic Church had to give special permission for the marriage

· Klara gave birth three times and all died in infancy

· The 4th was healthy – Adolf

· Oldest step-brother ran away at age 14 – Hitler was 7

· Favorite books were about Cowboys and Indians

· Ongoing struggle with his father over career choices

· School easy for Hitler [oldest in his class] – yet quit at 16

· Failed his art school entry exam – always thought himself both an artist and especially an architect 

· At age 24,homeless and living now in Vienna, he moved back to Germany to avoid being drafted into the Austrian Army

· At outbreak of WWI, at age 25 Hitler joined a Bavarian regiment whereupon his first action, 2,500 of the 3,000 men were casualties – but not him

· He was described by his fellow soldiers – now a corporal and dispatch runner – as a loner who did not associate with the rest of the men and their feelings, seeming to like the harsh conditions
· October 7, 1916 – wounded by a shell fragment during the Battle of the Somme, being sent back to Germany for R & R

· It was during this time – that he began blaming the Jews of Berlin for starting anti-war sentiment

· August 1918 – he was awarded the Iron Cross 1st Class – but denied promotion as he was not deemed as leadership material

· October 1918, he was blinded in a chlorine gas attack near Ypres – sent back to Berlin to recuperate 

· While there he was told that Germany has surrendered

· According to his writings in Mein Kampf: “There followed terrible days and even worse nights - I knew that all was lost...in these nights hatred grew in me, hatred for those responsible for this deed." 

·  ….and this he blamed on the German politicians and especially the Jews in Germany

· 1919 – While still in the German Army – Hitler and 25 others dressed in civilian clothes infiltrated a meeting in a German beer hall of a meeting of the German Workers Party – as the army felt that they might mean trouble for them.  Total membership was less than 100
· During the meeting Hitler became enraged at someone and went into one of his [later] tirades on this man.  He so impressed the leaders that they courted him to come back and join them.  A few days later Hitler entered politics via the German Workers' Party (Deutsche Arbeiterpartei or DAP)

· By 1920 – Hitler was the head of the DAP and gaining influence and members with his anti-Semitic rhetoric and speaking out against the Treaty of Versailles 
· He was being aided by army captain Ernst Röhm

· February 24th, 1920 – the Munich Beer Hall speech solidified Hitler as a national figure and his upstart DAP

· It was at this time that he developed his flag 

· http://www.ssregalia.com/NAZI_Flags.html 

· According to Hitler: “In the red we see the social idea of the movement, in the white the national idea, in the swastika the mission to struggle for the victory of Aryan man and at the same time the victory of the idea of creative work, which is eternally anti-Semitic and will always be anti-Semitic.”
· The DAP had its name changed that year by Hitler to include the term National Socialist – thus the full name of National Socialist German Worker’s Party [Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei or NSDAP] 

· Aka Nazi. 

· Following some internal conflict and a victorious libel lawsuit won by Hitler [for being called overbearing and dictatorial] July 29, 1921, Adolf Hitler was introduced as Führer [Fuehrer] of the Nazi Party
· Fuehrer translates to leader or guide
· By 1923 – there were in excess of 55,000 and the German Army was beginning to favor them

· November 8, 1923 – the failed Munich Beer Hall Putsch

· Hitler and others tried to overthrow the government

· Things started out good but went bad that night

· The next day there was a march on central Munich which turned bloody – Hitler escaped but was arrested the following day and jailed

· The 24 day trial for Treason turned into a circus, with the judges and prosecutor allowing Hitler to run the trial.  He admitted guilt – claiming that he was a patriot for all of Germany

· Hitler’s closing statement: "The man who is born to be a dictator is not compelled. He wills it. He is not driven forward, but drives himself. There is nothing immodest about this. Is it immodest for a worker to drive himself toward heavy labor? Is it presumptuous of a man with the high forehead of a thinker to ponder through the nights till he gives the world an invention? The man who feels called upon to govern a people has no right to say, 'If you want me or summon me, I will cooperate.' No! It is his duty to step forward. The army which we have now formed is growing day to day. I nourish the proud hope that one day the hour will come when these rough companies will grow to battalions, the battalions to regiments, the regiments to divisions, that the old cockade will be taken from the mud, that the old flags will wave again, that that there will be a reconciliation at the last great divine judgment which we are prepared to face. For it is not you, gentlemen, who pass judgment on us. That judgment is spoken by the eternal court of history...Pronounce us guilty a thousand times over: the goddess of the eternal court of history will smile and tear to pieces the State Prosecutor's submissions and the court's verdict; for she acquits us." 

· He was found guilty – but the three judges had to talk themselves into it – only after agreeing to a 5 year sentence with eligibility of parole in six months 
· April 1, 1924 – Hitler began his sentence in Landsberg Prison

· He served nine months being released 12/24/24

· Spacious cell, fine foods, gifts, visitors and a full time personal secretary in Rudolph Hess

· And here he began to dictate his first chapter of his personal thoughts and political ideologies: Mein Kampf 

· Originally called “Four and a Half Years of Struggle against Lies, Stupidity and Cowardice."

· Did not sell well until he was made Chancellor of Germany – when it then sold tens of millions; everyone “should” own it and one of the most common wedding presents to be given
· Made Hitler quite rich
· Very few people have ever read it in its entirety 
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· The next several years were spent solidifying the party and his status within it and within Germany
· Could not give public speeches as he was still on parole

· 1926 – Dr. Joseph Goebbels approached him and asked if he could be of service to him as a speech writer and ‘PR’ man

· "We ask. He gives brilliant replies. I love him. Social question. Quite new perspectives. He has thought it all out...He sets my mind at rest on all points. He is a man in every way, in every respect. Such a firebrand, he can be my leader. I bow to the greater man, the political genius!"

· "These days have signposted my road! A star shines leading me from deep misery! I am his to the end. My last doubts have vanished. Germany will live. Heil Hitler!"

· Liked to state that Adolf is the combination of two words; Altha and Wolfa, meaning Noble Wolfe

· Liked to be called by his women My Little Wolfie….

· Everything he had contained the name Wolf

· When distracted would be caught whistling…..?

· Hitler bought a cottage in the Bavarian Alps which would later become his mountain fortress / retreat called Berchtesgaden

· 1929 – Hitler (age 39) invited his half-sister Angela to come take over the household duties.  She did bringing with her, her two daughters [Friedl] and Geli – age 20 

· Hitler would become smitten with Geli

· October 29, 1929 – The Wall Street Stock market Collapse and beginning of the Great Depression; most leaders and nations panicked; it was just what Hitler had been waiting for as it was the perfect time for him to ‘rescue’ Germany

· German leaders asked that the current leadership platform be dissolved and for a new election in September, 1930

· Hitler and his 100,000 person Nazi party began a campaign taking him all over the country, utilizing the airplane and  motorcade; speeches written by Goebbels and tactics of the SS and SA

· Mastered speech techniques that offered something to everyone

· He would “make Germany strong again, end payment of war reparations to the Allies, tear up the treaty of Versailles, stamp out corruption, keep down Marxism, and deal harshly with the Jews”

· And he furthered it by stating that Germany did not start WWI

· Election Day – his party gathered 6,371,000 votes – became the 2nd largest political party in Germany – and landed 107 seats in the German Reichstag. 
· On October 13, when the representatives were sworn in – they all wore their brown SA uniforms, shouted out Heil Hitler during the roll call, and refused to cooperate with anyone else

· SS dressed in civilian clothes began smashing out windows and damaging shops owned by Jews
· 1931 – By now Hitler completely dominated Geli and was with her constantly.  She had a romantic interlude with a chauffer who was immediately fired by Hitler – but he was also seeing a 17 year old photographer’s assistant named Eva Braun

· Following one fight with her uncle/lover – while Hitler was enroute to a  meeting – she shot herself through the heart, killing her 

· Hitler went and stayed in depression for the remainder of his life 
· Went to her autopsy which greatly upset him
· Once at dinner when served ham he stated that it was like eating a corpse and became a strict vegetarian from then on

· October 1931, Hitler is introduced to 84 year old President of Germany, Paul von Hindenburg for the first time; Hindenburg was not impressed with Hitler who had babbled on about everything for some time.  He would later state of Hitler that he might be fit for postmaster, but not for chancellor of Germany

· The elections of 1932 – Hindenburg urged to run again for fear of Hitler; he did failing to win the majority in the first election.  A second one month later gained votes for both of them – with Hindenburg winning – but Hitler gaining the most of it as a real political threat and common name in Germany
· 1933 was marked by great political turmoil in the German government

· Hitler lost some ground and was dismissed twice by Hindenburg

· Two  governments and leaders failed
· Eva Braun attempted suicide
· http://dfwelitetoymuseum.com/images/toys/eva_braun_1.jpg 
· Gregor Strasser – one of the founders of the Nazi Party and a major leader within it – was torn between Hitler and Hindenburg politics

· He became quite tired of Hitler tactics and thought German government needed a positive change

· Strasser urged Hitler to side with one of the new governments and an argument ensued; 2 days later Strasser resigned infuriating Hitler
· Of Hitler et al [Strasser]; "Whatever happens, mark what I say. From now on Germany is in the hands of an Austrian, who is a congenital liar (Hitler), a former officer who is a pervert (Röhm), and a clubfoot (Goebbels). And I tell you the last is the worst of them all. This is Satan in human form.  "Göring is a brutal egotist who cares nothing for Germany as long as he becomes something."

· Goebbels would write in his diary – ‘Strasser is a dead man.’
· January 20, 1933 – Hindenburg invites Hitler to his office and cannot even look at him during the entire meeting
· http://static.rp-online.de/layout/showbilder/30651-161741_DEU_NS-ZEIT_MACHTUEBERNAHME_KORR_NS510.jpg 
· Yet he offers him the position of Chancellor of Germany

· His Oath of Office: "I will employ my strength for the welfare of the German people, protect the Constitution and laws of the German people, conscientiously discharge the duties imposed on me, and conduct my affairs of office impartially and with justice to everyone."

· Former General, Erich Ludendorff – one a strong proponent of Hitler and a member of the failed Beer Hall Putsch of 1923, telegraphed Hindenburg the following: "By appointing Hitler Chancellor of the Reich you have handed over our sacred German Fatherland to one of the greatest demagogues of all time. I prophesy to you this evil man will plunge our Reich into the abyss and will inflict immeasurable woe on our nation. Future generations will curse you in your grave for this action."

Hitler the politician:
· On his first day in office, he persuaded Hindenburg to dissolve the Reichstag and have new elections in March

· That night he attended a dinner with the German general staff and assured them that they would remain in control, that he would not abide by the orders of the Treaty of Versailles, and that Germany would immediately begin an aggressive rearmaments program

· When introduced to the people that night – Goebbels staged his trademark darkness with torches, bands and men marching that would become familiar until the last days of the war

· Hindenburg almost immediately – after years of resistance, became a puppet ruler over Hitler and did everything he demanded of him

· Herman Göring [also spelled Goering] was named Minister of the Interior - ordering that the police refrain from interfering with duties and actions of the SA and the SS – yet also feel free to use their weapons when dealing with those subversive to the State [Hitler] 
· Orders of February 1933 to Prussian Police: Police officers who use weapons in carrying out their duties will be covered by me.  Whoever misguidedly fails in this duty can expect disciplinary action.” 
· 2/24 he orders the raid on Communist Party HQ – claiming that he had uncovered a plot to overthrow the government.  In actuality he was given the roster list and ordered arrests of all 4,000 members

· The Burning of the Reichstag

· On February 27, 1933, a little after 2200 hours, a passerby sees a man running around inside the Reichstag with a torch setting it afire
· The fire department is on scene with minutes and finds multiple fires, followed by a massive explosion 

· By weird coincidence, a deranged Dutch Communist named Marinus van der Lubbe, 24, a known arsonist, had been wandering around Berlin for a week attempting to burn government buildings to protest capitalism and start a revolt. On February 27, he decided to burn the Reichstag building – some feel on his on accord – while the majority feel at the urging of the Nazis

· At the same time – Nazi Stormtroopers used the tunnel that connected Goering’s house with the Reichstag – entered and also set the building ablaze – the source of the explosion

· They also found Van der Lubbe half naked hiding behind the building – having used his shirt to start his fires
· http://monthlyreview.org/images/090309tigar-mage-img2.jpg 

· http://www.corbisimages.com/images/67/B50001E8-46C1-480D-A203-AB5C83D5AD96/NA004268.jpg 
· That night – Hitler calls an emergency meeting where he declared:  "The German people have been soft too long. Every Communist official must be shot. All Communist deputies must be hanged this very night. All friends of the Communists must be locked up…”
· The next morning he calls a Cabinet meeting and draws up emergency provisions to handle the crisis.  It is taken to Hindenburg who blindly signs it - called the Reichstag Fire Decree. This prohibited publications of articles that were against the State policy and suspended a lot of civil liberties.
· This allowed for Hitler to have tens of thousands of Communists arrested in the next few days – and took away their vote in the March elections – allowing for Nazi control 
· March 21, at the opening of the new Reichstag, Hitler stages a ceremony in which he pays utmost reverence to Hindenburg – well publicized publicity stunt.  
· Hitler then has Hindenburg sign two new laws – one pardoning all Nazi Party members incarcerated, the other making it illegal to say anything bad about the State or the Nazi Party
· On March 23, the Enabling Act [the right to rule by decree; officially called Law for Removing the Distress of the People and the Reich] was voted on and passed – essentially making Hitler dictator of Germany on March 27
· In it he promised restraint in its use and his powers; "The government will make use of these powers only insofar as they are essential for carrying out vitally necessary measures...The number of cases in which an internal necessity exists for having recourse to such a law is in itself a limited one."

· In July Van der Lubbe and his [now] four Communist Party co-conspirators were indicted for arson and treason
· The trial went from September to December with only Van der Lubbe being found guilty
· On January 10, 1934 – three days prior to his 25th birthday – he was beheaded in Leipzig prison
· Up stepped top-hatted, white-gloved Executioner Goebler. If he had been working anywhere else in Germany he would have used a battle ax but in the State of Saxony, seat of the German Supreme Court, a French-type guillotine is the customary instrument of death. Putting his hand on the prisoner's arm, Executioner Goebler steered van der Lubbe to the guillotine, strapped him down, pressed a button releasing the great knife and stood back as it fell. Into a basket full of absorbent sawdust rolled the head of van der Lubbe.               Press Release of Dr. Joseph Goebbels 
· In 2008 his sentence was overturned and he was pardoned
· Hitler was furious of the acquittals and instituted a new law in which crimes against the state would be tried in a newly created court called the Volksgerichshof – The People’s Court – placing at its head Roland Freisler; who handed out over 2,500 death sentences in his career.  He was killed during an American air raid on Berlin on 2/03/45.  When taken to a hospital – a foreign correspondent reported that “Apparently no one regretted his death…”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Q-6H4xOUrs 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGhdX1SI3KY&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7SdA-JvoE0&feature=related 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilXVkgmJk2E&feature=related 

1934 – Triumph of the Will 
· Leni Riefenstahl
· 6th Nazi Party rally at Nuremburg

· Made to show the strength of the party and Hitler

· Utilization of music (Wagner)

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80lLU5-yji8 

· Mandatory to show to all German school children

· Now banned in Germany
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1935
   The Nuremburg Laws

· Anti-Semitic Laws created during the 7th Nazi Party rally

· Used to define who was Jewish as loopholes in the laws allowed some to have freedoms typically German

· First step in “solution to the Jewish problem’ per the SS

Law 1   

The Laws for the Protection of German Blood and German Honour

(September 15, 1935) Moved by the understanding that the purity of German blood is essential to the further existence of the German people, and inspired by the uncompromising determination to safeguard the future of the German nation, the Reichstag has unanimously resolved upon the following law, which is promulgated herewith:

Section 1

· Marriages between Jews and citizens (German: Staatsangehörige) of German or kindred blood are forbidden. Marriages concluded in defiance of this law are void, even if, for the purpose of evading this law, they were concluded abroad.

· Proceedings for annulment may be initiated only by the Public Prosecutor.

Law 2
· Extramarital sexual intercourse between Jews and subjects of the state of Germany or related blood is forbidden. 

(Supplementary decrees set Nazi definitions of racial Germans, Jews, and half-breeds or Mischlinge --- see the latter entry for details and citations and Mischling Test for how such decrees were applied. Jews could not vote or hold public office under the parallel "citizenship" law.)
Law 3 

Jews will not be permitted to employ female citizens under the 
age of 45, of German or kindred blood, as domestic workers.
Law 4

1. Jews are forbidden to display the Reich and national flag or the national colours.

2. On the other hand they are permitted to display the Jewish colours. The exercise of this right is protected by the State.

All violations of these laws involved concentrations camps and hard labor…….. for now.

1936 – Berlin Olympics

· Hitler gets to show off to the world for the first time

· It is his intent that it will show off the superior Aryan race

· The building of the magnificent Berlin Stadium also including removing all signs in Berlin of anti-Semitic rhetoric 

· Which meant thousands of Jews were rounded up and taken special camps well outside the city

· And the Olympics were sponsored by what major international beverage company

· The traditional Olympic salute versus the Nazi salute

· Hitler angered when Germans cheered for the French athletes, who entered the stadium in silence

· Also controversy as they saluted……..

· Jesse Owens
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· …and Hitler was not happy….
· The German crowds worshipped Owens

· … And Hitler was not happy…
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XXIe5GbLSUs 

· Albert Speer on observation of Hitler:

· "Each of the German victories, and there were a surprising number of these, made him happy, but he was highly annoyed by the series of triumphs by the marvelous colored American runner, Jesse Owens. People whose antecedents came from the jungle were primitive, Hitler said with a shrug; their physiques were stronger than those of civilized whites and hence should be excluded from future games. Hitler was also jolted by the jubilation of the Berliners when the French team filed solemnly into the Olympic Stadium......If I am correctly interpreting Hitler's expression at the time, he was more disturbed than pleased by the Berliners' cheers."
· …and Hitler was not happy…
1937 – Created the Cross of the German Eagle Order – designed for 
friends of Germany.  The first recipient was Henry Ford 
· Used to keep a portrait of Ford in his headquarters

· Both hated Jews

· Second person to receive this was Charles Lindbergh 

1938 – Fanta is introduced

· US placed boycott on ingredients for coke

· Max Keith, the German head of Coke created idea for the new drink

· While not a Nazi, did use forced labor in later years of WWII

· Coke purchased the rights in 1960

1939 – Hitler made the cover of a major US magazine

· http://www.scrapbookpages.com/DachauMemorial/TimeCover.html 
More Hitler worthless trivia
· While he would explode into uncontrolled fits of rage, many of his famous tantrums were well rehearsed and staged

· Had an actor work with him to do them better

· Would commonly suck his thumb and chewed his fingernails

· Before every major speaking engagement, would take two Kola-Dallman tablets, a stimulant containing cola, caffeine and sugar……..

· Every public speaking engagement they had to play the Badenweiler March prior to it

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q1LFWONlP_k 

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCKoLeyIUDw 

· In reality, prior to WWI – he was a draft dodger

· Was a habitual liar and made up his war exploits

· 1943 – the American OSS had a psychoanalyst Dr. Walter Langler study him; determined that Hitler achieved sexual satisfaction by having women urinate and defecate on him
· Also strong evidence showing that he did not have syphilis

· His bookshelves full of illustrated erotica and had porn movies made to his specification 

· Possibly involved with the daughter of his half sister

· Actress Renate Mueller once alone with him in bedroom and both undressing; Hitler fell naked to the floor and stated that he was a bad boy and had to be punished; she repeatedly kicked him until orgasm

· Made the statement openly that he did not like intelligent women, for that reason he had the relationship with Eva Braun

· Eva told friends that Hitler never had sex with her; as to which he stated that “It is true I have overcome the urge to physically possess a woman.”  

· Hitler married Eva on April 29, 1945 shortly after midnight; at midnight Hitler had Eva’s brother executed for treason

· William Patrick Hitler was a half-brother who resided first in England and later in the US; served in the US Navy until 1946; had a son they named Adolf
· Helped to create – did not entirely design – the Volkswagon

· Stated that it should look like a beetle to make it more streamlined

· Hitler never learned to drive and did not do so
· Had a digestive disorder and regularly had stomach cramps and chronic flatulence

· Took Dr. Koester’s Anti-gas Pills; contained atropine and strychnine 

· Took 92 different pills and injections regularly

· Did occasionally drink wine and beer

· Ate up to two pounds of chocolate per day

· Loved to laugh at people with physical deformities

· There were no such things as anti-Hitler jokes

· Loved to whistle

· Received monthly payments from the enlisted men

· Received monies from factories and sales of his book

· Named his personal train Amerika
· Hated Jews regardless of what is reported; they were the basis of everything bad including syphilis 
· 1922 stated in public, “Once I am really in power, my first and foremost task will be the annihilation of the Jews.”

Hitler’s Henchmen

Rudolph Hess

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c8/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-  1987-0313-507,_Rudolf_Hess.jpg 
· #3 man after Goering 

· Wounded twice in WWI and joined Nazi party in 1920 – becoming the 16th member of it

· Henchman for him – was in the Munich Beer Hall Putsch and sentenced to prison with Hitler – becoming his personal secretary and taking dictation for Mein Kampf
· Had no official office with any real power during tenure

· Had no ability to cope with any power

· Was Hitler’s setup man at rallies and speeches 

· Extremely shy but overwhelmingly loyal to Hitler
· Was known in the homosexual world as Fraulein Hess and Fraulein Anna

· Called by Hitler as “…mein Hesser” which translates to ‘dear little Hess….’
· Replaced by a conspiring Martin Bormann as secretary 

· May 10, 1941 – without permission of Hitler – he flew a ME 110 fighter plane to within 30 miles of Glasgow, Scotland – with intentions of seeing the Duke of Hamilton to try to secure a peace treaty with England

· Bailed out and captured by Scottish farmers

· Tried to convince officials that Germany and England were both of Nordic origins and not enemies

· Churchill called him insane and refused to talk to him

· Hitler was infuriated and disowned by the Nazis

· Imprisoned for duration of war and later tried at Nuremburg

· Showed obvious signs of insanity

· Found guilty and given a life sentence, committing suicide in 1987 at the age of 92

Hermann Goering [Göring]


http://www.leninimports.com/hermann_goring_1.jpg 
· Highly educated and a member of the Prussian Cadet Corps

· During WWI was a fighter pilot – replacing the legendary Manfred von Richthofen [the Red Baron] – scoring 22 kills, awarded the Iron Cross

· Joined the Nazi Party in 1923 – Hitler took a liking to him immediately and appointed him the head of the storm troopers

· During the failed Munich Beer Hall Putsch, on the ensuing march on Berlin, Goering was shot twice in the stomach

· He fled to Sweden to avoid prosecution – but became a morphine addict as a result of his wounds; weight swelled to 280 pounds

· Pardoned by Hindenburg, he returned and elected to Reichstag, eventually becoming its president in 1932

· January 1933 appointed Minister of the Interior, responsible for wave of violence during this time and Reichstag fire

· Helped Heinrich Himmler to set up concentration camps at this time
· Funneled huge amounts of money to Hitler

· Enormous eater, known to eat up to 10 lobsters at one meal
· Morphine addict

· Had a fleet of model boats and toy trains

· 1943 went to sleep in the middle of a speech he was giving

· Painted his fingernails and put rouge on his cheeks
· June 1934 arranged the Night of the Long Knives – eliminating threats to Hitler from within the party – including Ernst Rohm

· 1938 placed in charge of German Armed Forces
· 1939 made the official #2 man to Hitler and heir apparent – Official title of Reichsmarschall 
· Lived a life of luxury with fine arts and immense liquor collection; loved the opera and fine clothing

· Made the head of the Luftwaffe prior to WWII – credited with making it a fine attack force but lacking initiative as to bombers 

· Braggart and not always able to follow up on statements

· Drew up plans for the Battle of Britain – but changed them once into offensive allowing British to regroup

· Highest official in Germany to make written orders as to the Final Solution

· Moved from Berlin to Berchtesgaden upon advance of Red Army

· Attempted to make peace with Allies just prior to surrender, with Hitler demoting him and ordering his arrest

· Hitler committed suicide prior to arrest and Goering surrendered to American Army in Austria on May 8th, 1945

· Tried during Nuremberg and sentenced to death – took cyanide day before hanging, possibly supplied to him by a US Army Lieutenant Jack G. “Tex” Wheelis, whom he had befriended 

· In 2005, Herbert Lee Stivers, formerly a 19 year old private who was a guard at Nuremburg, stated that he smuggled what he had been told was medicine in to Goering, given to him by a woman he only knew as Mona.  The US Army refuses to make a statement…

Dr. Joseph Goebbels 


http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/goebbels.html 

· Doctorate of history and literature from Jewish scholars

· Less than five feet tall, he had a deformed leg and foot probably from Polio and wore a brace and orthopedic shoe

· Very insecure as a result – had a hatred for about everything

· Notorious ladies man
· Hitler openly called him ‘The Minister of the Abdomen’
· Joined the NSDAP in 1926 and idolized Hitler

· Made propaganda leader for party, later when Hitler became Chancellor, given the position of Minister for Public Enlightenment and Propaganda

· As physical defects under the new Nazi Germany was automatic disqualification for official posts, he told everyone that it was an old war injury

· Mistrusted everyone else around Hitler and worked against them

· Most public figure outside of Hitler in WWII for Germany with his propaganda campaigns

· Leni Riefenstahl – Hitler’s favorite movie director

· Triumph des Willens (Triumph of the Will) – about the 1936 Olympics in which Jesse Owens single handily ruined Goebbels propaganda as to Aryan Supremacy  

· January 1945 - made a movie about Germany defeating France in 1807 that cost millions to make, using thousands of soldiers taken from the fronts to be in it; shipped in 100 tons of salt to create effect of snow on ground
· Only person to stay with Hitler in the Fuhrerbunker, best man at wedding with Eva Braun

·  May 1, 1945, following the death and cremation of Hitler, Goebbels poisoned his six children with cyanide coated in chocolate, then he and his wife did the same
· But only after one failed attempt with the Russians to negotiate a peace treaty sparing his life
Heinrich Himmler
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· Except for Hitler, no person was without a secret fear of Himmler

· Was a junior officer cadet during WWI – not seeing action
· Worked as a fertilizer salesman following the war

· Joined the DSDAP around 1923 and was the standard bearer for them standing next to Ernst Rohm at the Munich Beer Hall Putsch

· Returned to agriculture and became an unsuccessful poultry farmer

· 1929 Hitler appointed him the head of his 200 man SS protectorate

· SS had 52,000 men by 1933

· Characterized by the Death Head [Totenkopf] logo on hats

· All their men were tattooed inside arm 

· Married to Margarete Siegroth [1927 or ‘28] – divorced and 7 years older than he; had one daughter whom he adored and she later adopted a son whom he ignored; left her in 1940 as he was ‘too busy with affairs of the Nazi State to take care of her’

· Had an affair with his secretary and fathered two children by her

·  August 1931 Himmler created the SD [Sicherheisdienst] – its own intelligence and security force within the SS

· Appointed Reinhard Heydrich to head this

· Reinhard Heydrich (1904-1942) - #2 man after Himmler

· Parents were accomplished musicians on the national scale with Heydrich playing the violin

· Had a high voice and was beaten up by Jewish kids in the neighborhood
· Joined the German Naval Academy in 1922 and it bulked him up becoming very athletic

· Picked on by others due to his laugh which sounded like a goat blatting and made Jewish references as to Moses Handel

· Became a huge womanizer and had an affair with the daughter of Germany’s leading ship builder

· When approached and told to marry her he refused and was thrown out of the navy by Admiral Erich Raeder for conduct unbecoming an officer

· Joined the SS in 1931

· Himmler thought of dismissing Heydrich due to his possible Jewish ties – but after a meeting with Hitler he was told to keep him – as Hitler stated "a highly gifted but also very dangerous man, whose gifts the movement had to retain...extremely useful; for he would eternally be grateful to us that we had kept him and not expelled him and would obey blindly."

· Nicknamed "The Blond Beast" by the Nazis, and "Hangman Heydrich" by others

· Had insatiable greed for power and was a cold, calculating manipulator without human compassion

· Leading planner of Hitler's Final Solution in which the Nazis attempted to exterminate the entire Jewish population of Europe

· Feared by everyone except Himmler and Hitler

· 1933 – along with Himmler they founded Dachau – a closed munitions factory – that bore the cynical slogan "Arbeit Macht Frei" -work sets you free

· Later opened Buchenwald, Sachsenhausen, and Lichtenburg

· Assassinated in 1942 when his car was bombed by Czech agents; died of blood poisoning from the upholstery and steel from the car that entered into his body
· Over 4,500 were killed on reprisal, as well as the Lidice Massacre of 172 men and boys

· He and Himmler then created the Geheime Staatspolizei (German  Secret State Police) – commonly referred to as Gestapo 
· By 1936 he was Reichsfuhrer of the SS and head of the Secret Police

· December 1935 – created Lebensborn -  “wellspring of life” or “fountain or life”
· 28 October 1939 to the entire SS that "it will be the sublime task of German women and girls of good blood acting not frivolously but from a profound moral seriousness to become mothers to children of soldiers setting off to battle" and his demand that war heroes should be allowed a second marriage expressed the same preoccupation.
· SS officers and men would be able to father children in secret with women supplied to the program of pure Aryan traits
· Around 17,500 children were born during these ten years

· Suffered from psycho-somatic illness, severe headaches and intestinal spasms; almost fainted at the sight of 100 eastern Jews (including women) being executed for his benefit on the Russian front
· Subsequent to this experience, he ordered as a "more humane means" of execution - the use of poison gas – Zyklon B  - in specially constructed chambers disguised as shower rooms
· Thought himself a Teutonic knight and was heavy into the occult
· In his office of Academy of Ancestral Heritage, they found ashes in the basement of an infant
· Organized a lot of rituals to invoke the past kindred of those spirits

· Was placed in charge of deporting foreign nationals into Germany for labor and death camps

· Tried to arrange for amnesty with the British by releasing 3,500 Jews into Switzerland from death camps
· Thought that Eisenhower would make him a police chief following the war
· When cornered, assumed the identity of a dead police officer

· When identified – swallowed cyanide 

Ernst Röhm
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· Wounded three times in WWI

· Reached the rank of captain

· One of the original founders of the Nazi Party

· Founder of the SA – Sturmabteilung, or Brownshirts

· Thugs for Hitler and reached into the millions at one time

· His forces burned the Reichstag

· A homosexual

· Strongly disliked by Himmler, suspicious by Hitler who thought he was trying to be too powerful

· On the Night of the Long Knives, Röhm was personally arrested at gunpoint by Hitler while in his hotel room
· One of the top SA leaders was found in bed with another man in that same hotel and was killed

· Taken to Stadelheim Prison in Munich and was offered the choice of suicide

· Refused and tore open his shirt in defiance, shot point-blank

Albert Speer
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Berthold Konrad Hermann Albert Speer

· Gifted architect who joined Nazi Party in 1931

· Hitler was so impressed that when made chancellor he made him not only his personal architect, but for the Third Reich

· Responsible for many buildings around Germany, most notably the Reich Chancellery
· Most of his designs were never built

· During war, became Hitler’s Minister of War Armaments in 1942, and later replace Goering as planner of German war economics

· Was distrusted by rest of henchmen

· Capitalized on forced labor

· So efficient, that was production reached its peak in 1944 despite the Allied bombing campaign

· Credited with making the war last at least a year longer than it should have had he not been in control

· In last months of war – worked against Hitler and possibly even a silent partner in attempt to assassinate Hitler

· When arrested and tried, he was the only member of the elite to admit to war guilt

· Often referred to as the ‘Good Nazi’ for doing this

· Found guilty and sentenced to 20 years

Martin (Ludwig) Bormann
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· High school drop out who joined German Army artillery unit in WWI but not see action

· Served time in prison for conspiracy as to a murder of possible German traitor of WWI

· Met Hitler and joined the NSDAP

· Hitler was a witness in Bormann’s wedding and later they named a son after the Godfather Adolf

· From 1933 until 1941 he was the personal secretary of Rudolph Hess, until his foolish flight to Scotland to secure peace

· Took over for him at that time and became the head of the Party Chancellery

· Eventually became Hitler’s personal secretary and the #2 man in the power regime after Hitler

· Quiet, but extremely cruel to the Jews

· Gave the order to Himmler to exterminate the Jews

· Hated organized religion – stating that Hitler was the only religion and the only thing to worship

· Was a witness to Hitler’s marriage and suicide

· Questions as to how he died, some claim killed in a tank while escaping, others claim by suicide, some claim he went to Argentina

· Declared guilty in absentia in 1946 by Nuremburg

· Declared dead by West German court in 1973

Dr. Theodor Morell
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· Hitler’s personal physician

· Probably a quack

· Never bathed as he claimed bacteria was good for the body

· Nicknamed:

· Der Reichsspritzenmeister  - The Reich Injectionmaster by Goering

· Herr Reich Injection Master by Speer,

· The Reich's Injections Impresario 

· The Master of the Imperial Needle

· No one in inner circle would go to him outside of Hitler

· Speculation as to him being a Jew 

· Changed location and practice to avoid speculation

· Was introduced to Hitler by Eva Braun when her boss was being treated by Morell for syphilis

· Was regarded as Germany’s leading doctor on this subject

· Many still feel that Hitler suffered from it

·  By end of war, he was giving Hitler 28 pills / day, a daily injection of a homemade concoction and daily ones of methamphetamine 

· Some of his remedies and components of his concoction:

· Potassium bromide – an anticonvulsant used in treatment on cats and dogs
· Nux Vomica - a form of strychnine – a homeopathic treatment for nervousness and mental strain, contains heavy amounts of copper
· Atropine [from the Nightshade Plant]
· Poisonous; side effects of ventricular fibrillation, supraventricular or ventricular tachycardia, dizziness, nausea, blurred vision, loss of balance, dilated pupils, photophobia, extreme confusion, extreme dissociative hallucinations, and excitation
· Sodium barbitone – a sleeping remedy -  mostly salt
· Oxedrine Tartrate – something to do with Ethel Alcohol, citrus  and hemp
· Chamomile – a perfume scented tea
· Testosterone 

· Prophenazone – a codeine based product
· Caffeine 

· Belladonna – irritable bowel
· E. coli 

· Morphine 

· Sulphonamide 

· Cocaine (via eye drops) 

· Enzymes 

· Vitamins 

· Amphetamines 

· Methamphetamine 

· Proteins and lipids derived from animal tissues and fats
· Injections of a specific cow dung from some German province

· Bulls testicles

· Animal placenta

· Dismissed in last week of the war by Hitler and told to escape, was captured by the Americans who were disgusted with him after a short interrogation
· Died of a stroke in 1948

Joachim von Ribbentrop
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· Ulrich Friedrich Wilhelm Joachim Ribbentrop

· Highly educated and from nobility

· Lived in Canada and the US until WWI

· Served in the war and won the Iron Cross

· Married into money – the daughter of a champagne importer

· Entered into the business and became highly successful, trading and getting finances for the business from Jewish merchants and bankers

· Persuaded his aunt – of aristocracy – to adopt him so he could have the legal name of von added to his last name

· With past connections now in politics – Ribbentrop aided Hitler in becoming Chancellor – having joined the Nazi Party in 1932

· Hitler took an immediate liking to him – while the rest of the Party leaders did not like him

· To make up for this and to look better – he became the poster boy for Nazis and developed a bitter hatred for Jews

· Became Hitler’s favorite advisor on foreign affairs due to his knowledge of the outside world 

· AND because he always told Hitler exactly what he wanted to hear – whether it was the truth or not

· Was aggressive and overbearing to everyone except Hitler and his wife

· “To know von Ribbentrop was to dislike him…”

· In his bumbling with England, to cover it up he advised Hitler to form an alliance with Italy and Japan

· While holding high positions, February 1938 he was appointed Foreign Minister of the Third Reich

· Hated [feared] England and the Jew and it showed in all his works

· Responsible for all the broken and false treaties

· As the war became worse for Germany – so did his usefulness

· Hitler became less fond of him and even refused to meet with him

· Captured in June 1945 and had with him a letter addressed to Vinston Churchill – did not even know his real name 

· During his trial at Nuremburg – his own testimony implicated his guilt; Goring was to have said “…Ribbentrop deserved to hang if only for his own stupidity…”

· Found guilty of all charges and on October 16, 1946 – his last words were “I wish peace to all the world…”  

· It took 16 minutes for him to die

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9hcI7AA_6w&NR=1 
From Peace to War 
The Mid 1930’s

War had long been regarded as an instrument of policy. (Bell)

Peace is more or less lasting suspension of violent modes of rivalry between political units.  Peace is said to prevail when the relations between nations do not involve the military forms of struggle.  But since these peaceful relations occur within the shadow of past battles and in the fear or the expectation of future ones, the principle of peace…is not different in nature from that of wars; peace is based upon power…   (Aron)

· Japan had already shown it’s intent by actions in China

· All the nations were violating treaties designed to retard war

· What were the events ongoing to prepare for it or retard it?

France – and their Impregnable Defensive Line
· The casualty figures of WWI greatly reduced the numbers and effectiveness of the army
· Increased the length of conscript time to two years – taking away from the manpower of production and industry

· Disrupted the social and economic stability of France

· Army in constant throes of reorganization and training

· Reduced its effectiveness as a true army and threat

· September, 1939 it had 110 divisions having over 350,000 men
· Not training to be offensive in nature, but defensive

· As they expected another war with Germany – knew they would be outmanned and out-equipped, dependant on allied help once again

· Would be an extended war

· Centered around the Maginot Line
· Ran along the German border

· Only the Great Wall of China longer

· Construction from 1932 - 1940

· Not a continuous line but one of fortified zones

· Brainchild of Marshal Petain & War Minister Andre Maginot

· Based upon military assumptions of:

· The Line would hinder any German attack for so long that the bulk of the large French army would be fully mobilized to counter the attack

· The troops stationed in the Line would also be used to fight against the invading Germans should they get through any one part of the Line and attack them from the rear.

· All the fighting would take place near to the French / German border so that there would be minimal damage to property.

· The Ardennes Mountains in the north would act as a natural continuation of the Line, as it was considered impenetrable.  Therefore the Line need not go all the way to the English Channel.

· Line was composed of over 500 buildings dominated by large forts called ‘ouvrages’; built nine miles from each other and contained 1000 soldiers with artillery and heavy machine guns
· Between each ouvrages were smaller forts holding 250 – 500 men

· 50 of these along the German border

· Each one could cover the two adjacent forts in both directions

· Each fort designed to withstand a direct hit from the largest known caliber of guns the Germans had

· Area protected by extensive usage of mines and anti-tank traps

· 15% of the entire French Army was in this line

· Flawed in two critical premises
1. it was a static line and immovable to respond to threats

2. that Germany would have to attack it, and was not prepared to meet the concept of Blitzkrieg 

 “If you entrench yourself behind strong fortifications, you compel the enemy to seek a solution elsewhere.”  

                           Carl Philipp Gottlieb von Clausewitz 




“On War”  1832

[Not the father of Total War; proponent of Ideal War]
General Erich Ludendorff - 1935 book "Total War"

· Who was the first general to really apply this theory?
· The German code name for the attack in 1940 was called Sichlschnitt – “Cut of the Sickle” 

· 1 million men and 1,500 tanks went through the Ardennes – right where the French said they would not but right where the German High Command had planned to avoid the Line.
· http://www.bunkertours.co.uk/the_maginot_line.htm 

The Ethiopian Crisis 
1935 – 1936

· Italy had gone to war in the late 1800’s with Ethiopia over a difference in interpretation of a peace treaty between the two countries.

· While there were initial victories, the Italian General commanding the campaign stated that he would bring the Ethiopian ruler, once captured, back to Rome in a cage and parade him through the streets.

· At the Battle of Adowa, General Baratieri with 25,000 men went up against a force he underestimated, of over 196,000 men

· It was not close…………..

· Ever since that date, Italy fumed over their worst defeat since the Huns sacked Rome

· Beginning in 1925, Il Duce began planning the invasion and total conquest of Ethiopia

· Invasion occurred on October 3, 1935 with 100,000 well equipped Italian troops against poorly armed Ethiopian forces

· Italians utilized aircraft [none for Ethiopia] and mustard gas

· League of Nations protested – Britain and France complained but did nothing

· Britain was wary of large and good Italian Navy in the Mediterranean and did not want to waste energy on them – knowing that some day they would have to with Germany

· Sanctions imposed on Italy by League with Britain and France at front – which infuriated Mussolini causing him to dissolve treaties with both countries and take up new trades with Nazi Germany

· Thought his military all powerful and looked for conquests elsewhere – also made Hitler take notice of new possible alliance

German Expansion

· Based upon non-military intervention

· No force by military to acquire lands

Rhineland

· With the League and rest of Europe preoccupied with Italy in Ethiopia, Hitler was left with a rare opportunity to act

· March 7, 1936 – Hitler moved troops into the area of the demilitarized zone declared in the Treaty of Versailles called the Rhineland – ordered void of German troops

· Goebbels and his camera crews were there to film this

· Comprised of 10,000 men and 22,700 armed police
· History has recorded that had France acted – Germany would have retreated as they were not yet ready to fight

· German military records indicate that they would have done a fighting retreat to the Rhine River, and established defenses there with fortifications that were quickly established

· Hitler used propaganda to later state that he would have had to withdraw to smear French military leaders

· The truth is – Hitler was willing in 1936 to go to war against the advice of his military advisors and general staff 

· No one did a thing and Germany won without a shot fired; Hitler gained huge confidence in himself

·  “I go with the certainty of a sleepwalker along the path laid out for me by Providence…”
· Action wrongly seen as last chance to stop Hitler without going to war; accurate statement is it was the first chance to stop Hitler by going to war

· France would have to invade – and their forces not designed to do so and especially in the area of the Maginot Line

· Allowed the Germans to begin construction of the Siegfried Line

· French General Gamelin stated that if Germans allowed to build this line – France would never be able to invade it and could defend it with small amount of troops – now able to threaten Czechoslovakia and Poland 

· Belgium panicked and nullified treaties with France – as they realized that should Germany invade through them [as Germany always planned to do] France would be of no help
· Declared independence versus neutrality 

· Fell into German hands

  Austria

· Anschluss: Germany takes over Austria
· 1930’s Austria was a country in terrible strife

· Aside from the regular army, the two leading political parities [Christian socials and the social democrats] had their own private armies

· Following a limited civil war in which Chancellor Dollfus used the regular army to attack and bombard the socialists, he is assassinated by the Austrian Nazis in July, 1934

· Kurt von Schuschnigg now becomes chancellor

· Forced to look to Italy for support with military and other aid

· Mussolini revoked this and on November 6, 1937 – he contacted German Foreign Minister Ribbentrop and told him that he [Duce] felt that Austria was really German and if Hitler wanted to do something as to it, he would not stand in the way

· Hitler immediately organized and funded the Austrian Nazis

· On 2/12/38, Schuschnigg went at Hitler’s request to Berchtesgaden whereupon he was verbally assaulted by Hitler – including the threat of invasion if Hitler did not get his wishes

· Schuschnigg consented and was given three days to get this ratified
· Schuschnigg tries to fool Hitler and orders a special vote [plebiscite] to determine if Austrians wanted to be Germans or not

· On March 11 Hitler telephoned and told them to delay the vote or else, followed by another call from Goering demanding that Schuschnigg resign and be replaced with a person of their choosing, or face consequences

· That night Schuschnigg and the whole cabinet resigned and Hitler receives an invitation to come into Austria

· On March 12 German forces entered Austria without opposition or protest from anyone

· March 13 screaming and deliriously happy crowds greet Hitler, and on the 14th he announced the annexation of Austria to Germany

· On the 12th – also arrived Himmler and Heydrich with 70,000 arrests, including former Austrian officials, Jews and Socialist Party

· Mussolini was called by Hitler telling him of the action who stood by his word and did nothing, for which Hitler embraced him for the remainder of their lives

Czechoslovakian Crisis, Sudeten Germans, the May Crisis


Aka – Germany takes over Czechoslovakia

· Hitler wanted Lebensraum and looked to the east

· Maintained for years his desire and intent to invade Czech territories and the country itself; always wanted a war with them

· Did the same policy with them as he did with Austria and gained lands

· British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain had a meeting [Munich conference] with Germany, Italy and France and gave Hitler Czechoslovakia with no representatives from that country

· Czechoslovakia was now German and Hitler did it through diplomatic means, without firing a shot

· Hitler was elated that he got all these concessions and realized that no one was going to stand in his way

· Hitler was also pissed in that he did not get the war he wanted
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