Definition of Crime
 
	         This is it – nothing else will be accepted. 
                                       Nothing!
 
	The commission of an act prohibited; or
 
		The omission of an act required,
 
	By the Penal Code of an organized political state
Crimes (plural) are specific criminal offenses
While they have their own specific category, they can also be found within some Traffic Infractions
 
	Misdemeanors
		Punishable by up to one year in jail and / or $1,000.00 fine
		Can serve two – one year sentences
		Probation, shock probation, alternative sentencing
 
	Felonies
		Minimum sentence of one year and one day
		Maximum sentence of death, life without parole
		Can serve multiple life sentences
		Can serve determined sentences 
		   (any number of years within guidelines as set by the State)
		   Parole an option at times



So – the flow chart to the above would look like this:
 								Felonies
					Crimes 
								Misdemeanors
      Criminal Offenses 
								Violations
 
								Traffic Infractions


· This is not Institutional Treatment, a course offered by CCC
· There are two types of services offered to offenders, those that are for the incarcerated and those on the ‘outside’
· They can be voluntary on the part of the offender, or mandatory as declared by the court or a probation department
· Not every offender has to do these or is mandated by their criminal act to participate
· Some the act alone stipulates program treatment
· Some the individual stipulates program treatment


                                   The Crimes
         Murder
· Falls under the Homicide Sections 
		Homicide means conduct which causes the death of a person or an unborn child with which a female has been pregnant for more than twenty-four weeks under circumstances constituting murder, manslaughter in the first degree, manslaughter in the second degree, criminally negligent homicide, abortion in the first degree or self-abortion in the first degree. 
					NYS Penal Law §125.00






Characteristics of our subjects:
· Males prevalent to kill more commonly
· Females typically not serial killers
· We will cover both male and female killers that are uncharacteristic
· Two serial killers, one contract killer, one fraud and one road rage
· All five with different motives

Just Why Do People Kill Other People?
No other species kills just to kill
What are some of the reasons that people kill?
Can we prevent murders from happening?
Are all murderers ‘bad’ people?
Do they deserve the same punishment?
Should some receive more severe punishment than others?
What is your stance on the death penalty?
Can murderers be ‘corrected’ or rehabilitated?
Do all murderers need to be rehabilitated?
Do all murderers need to be locked up for their entire life?
    Your homework is to answer these questions and be prepared to go over them in class.  All material is to be turned in.

NYS Division of Corrections and Corrections
Formerly known as Parole
             
                   Two main functions
1. Deciding which offenders whom the Legislature has made eligible for parole have met the statutory criteria for discretionary release,
2. And then monitoring and mentoring those who are released to community supervision.

Questions
What is your position on parole?
· Should incarcerated felons be eligible for early release or should they serve their entire sentence?
· Is our parole system too lax?
· Is our punishment to offenders tough enough or do we need to restructure our system?
· Should we reinstitute the death penalty?
· If so – to whom?

Correctional Facilities in New York
There are three levels of correctional facilities found within the State:
			1.  Federal
			2.  State
			3.  Local
· Who goes to federal and is there a federal facility in the State? (118)
		Otisville; Otisville, N.Y.  				Males
			Orange County, has a perimeter horse patrol
		Ray Brook; North Elba, N.Y.    				Males
		Metropolitan Correctional Center; Manhattan 	M&F
		Metropolitan Detention Center; Brooklyn 		M&F
			Largest in the US
· Early release or those with six months or less on their sentences are sent to county facilities pending their release
· Where is the closest to this area?

· How many State and who runs them?
		NYS Department of Corrections and Community Supervision 		(DOCCS)
		67 facilities including Willard Drug Treatment
		57,000 +/- inmates
		http://www.docs.state.ny.us/ 
Mission Statement
	To improve public safety by providing a continuity of appropriate treatment services in safe and secure facilities where offenders’ needs are addressed and they are prepared for release, followed by supportive services under community supervision to facilitate a successful completion of their sentence.

· There are two types of local:
		County  Correctional Facilities run by the Sheriff of the county
		County Penitentiaries run by an administrator
		Both under the control of the NYS Commission of Correction  		(COCS)
		http://www.scoc.state.ny.us/ 
Mission Statement
	The New York State Commission of Correction has a mission to provide for a SAFE, STABLE and HUMANE correctional system in New York State. 
To this end, the Commission:
· Promulgates minimum standards for the management of correctional facilities. 
· Evaluates, investigates and oversees correctional facilities. 
· Assists in developing new correctional facilities. 
· Provides technical assistance.


Some Incarceration Programs
· Education 
· GED
· High School
· College
· Anger Management
· Religious Studies
· Alcohol & Drug Counseling
·  Domestic Life and Domestic Violence
· Mental Health
· Employment Training
· Paralegal Certification
· Employment (in State institutions)


Cast of “Characters”
The rules will be for all the cases the following:
· I will provide the basics of the case / defendant and you will do independent research to find out their criminal act(s)
· I will need a complete history as to these acts – not partial
· You will detail from the criminal act to the arrest, to the trial and to incarceration (if applicable)
· You are to identify if these people could be reintroduced into society with proper rehabilitation and what that would be
· I also want your opinion as to the sentencing, if it was fair, too lenient, too strict, or alternative sentencing
· All assignments will be due on each Tuesday of the week, with discussion that day and the following Thursday.

Module 1            Male Killers
Every student is to pick one of the following three and do a detailed report.  You are also required to know the background of the other two for discussion purposes.  
 Donald Nash
	April 12, 1982 
In Manhattan 3 CBS employees were shot to death on a rooftop parking lot. Donald Nash (47) was charged with using a .22 caliber handgun kill Margaret Barbera, who was cooperating with a Federal investigation into a $6 million fraud, and Leo Kuranuki, Robert Schulze and Edward Benford, three CBS technicians who the police believe were coming to her aid.  Mr. Nash was convicted in 1983 and sentenced to four consecutive 25-year terms in prison.
	October 16, 1994
	A man who is serving a 100-year sentence for murdering a Federal witness and three CBS technicians in New York City in 1982 killed a fellow inmate at Auburn Correctional Facility yesterday, a state prison official said.

Jeff Cahill
Jill Cahill's husband, Jeff, brutally beat her with a baseball bat, then later, while she was recovering in the hospital, poisoned her with cyanide, killing her.
	The killing took place on October 28, 1998

William L. LeVea
Cato, NY -- A 79-year-old Fulton driver has been charged with murder in connection with a Friday accident that killed a Camillus man.

Cayuga County Sheriff deputies said William L. Levea of 1471 County Route 6 repeatedly rammed his vehicle into the back of a pickup truck and caused it to crash into an oncoming vehicle on Route 370.
   November 20, 2009






Module 2		Female Killers
You are also to pick only one of the following two and do a detailed report, simply obtain background on the other.
Stacy Castor
	Arrested and convicted for the murder of her second husband, and the attempted murder of her daughter.  Both incidents occurred in Onondaga County and utilized a specific mode of potential killing.  Ms. Castor is also implicated in the murder of her first husband whose death was in a similar manner that occurred in Cayuga County.  	

Shirley Winters
  Ms. Winters is arrested and convicted of arson and murder in Upstate New York.  She is implicated in the deaths of numerous people all of the same age, all over New York State.  
	The criminal acts occurred over several decades in multiple locations in New York State



Module 3               Sex Offenders
		
John Jamelske
John T. Jamelske, 68, called the most extraordinary sexual predator in Onondaga County in decades by Sheriff Kevin Walsh, is suspected by authorities of kidnapping, imprisoning and raping five women since 1988 in an underground dungeon at his 7070 Highbridge Road (Route 92) home in DeWitt.
   His criminal acts occurred over a lengthy time period all in Onondaga County 


Module 4      Female Sex Offenders	
	
http://www.lawfirms.com/female-teacher-sex-crime-offenders-and-scandals.html 
    You are to pick any one of the offenders listed in the web site.  You will not have to do any research on the others – the class discussion will be as to the acts and the difference between the male and female offenders as investigated 

NYS Sex Offender Registry
http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/SomsSUBDirectory/search_index.jsp        
    You are also to pick one Oswego County person and identify the acts of this person and if rehabilitation will work.   I will provide more details as to the assignment during this module.


Module 5		DWI
	Misdemeanor DWI	
		No offender will be required for this assignment, just treatment and sentencing programs available to the person
	
	Felony DWI 	Dean Tuszynski
		Sentenced in Onondaga County Court to life in prison for DWI convictions as persistent felony offender


Module 6 		Arsonists
	  You pick one and do research on the other	
		Julio Gonzalez
			 A Cuban -born warehouse worker and arsonist responsible for the Happy Land Fire that killed 87 people in New York City on March 25, 1990. It is one of the 		largest mass murders in United States history.  
		
		Eric Parsons
			 A volunteer firefighter was convicted of murder Wednesday for starting a fire that killed his estranged wife and their four young children.							Auburn Citizen, March 19, 2003





Module 7		Drugs
	Drugs & Offenders
			You decide if it should be Prison or Program, and then what are available to drug offenders both in and out of a correctional facility
	
	Individual student choice as to person of study



Module 8		Domestic Violence
	
· Individual student choice as to person of study
· What are some of the programs available?
· What is supposed to be the action of police?
· Do law enforcement and the courts meet the legal requirements and the needs of the victims?
		
	Robyn Miles - speaker



Module 9		Police Who Commit Crime
	There were six members of the NYSP stationed in Troop C who were found guilty of evidence tampering and other related crimes involving falsifying evidence to obtain convictions.  As a result of this investigation, a study conducted by special prosecutor Nelson Roth, and his subsequent published report, was issued detailing the actions of the officers
	Arrests & convictions ensued, with several being incarcerated
· You are to select any one of the six troopers and identify if their actions were different than the others, if the punishment was just, what you felt should have happened, and provide a brief summary of the report filed by Mr. Roth.
· You are to also state your position as to their punishment in respect to the question, “Are police held to a higher degree of legality?” as it is their sworn duty to uphold and enforce law, not violate it.

Module 10		Politicians and Crime
        Pick one of the three and do backgrounds on the others
President Bill Clinton
 	Did the former President commit a crime(s), and if so, identify them.  Further, was any action taken against him just, or should action have been taken against him if there was none.  Did he commit a crime must be answered both in fact and in your opinion?
Former Governor Elliot Spitzer
	Did Mr. Spitzer, a former attorney general, commit a crime(s) and if he did, what was it / them and against whom?  Further, was his punishment just?  I want both fact and opinion.
Former Mayor John Gosek   
	Did the former mayor commit a crime(s) and if so, identify them and the victims.  Was his punishment fair and just – both in fact and opinion?  



Module 11               Juveniles
· This is a topic covered in CJ117 and other classes, but just what programs are open for juveniles to attend?
· Are there juveniles that need to be locked up?
· Can these juveniles, once incarcerated, be reintroduced into society as productive members, or, are they simply preparing themselves for a life of crime and incarceration as an adult?
· Are we aggressive enough in our approach to juveniles, or do our laws need to be changed?
· Should we instill the death penalty for juveniles for certain crimes?

Select any juvenile of a local nature and follow this person’s course through the legal system
[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.co.oswego.ny.us/youth/YouthCourt.html  
http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/ofpa/juvdelprevfactsheet.htm 
http://www.nyskwic.org/get_data/county_report_detail.cfm?countyID=36075 
	Kids Well 
http://www.nyskwic.org/get_data/county_report_detail.cfm?countyID=36075 
   Hillside
http://www.co.oswego.ny.us/literacyco/resources.html
   Literacy Coalition
http://oswegocountytoday.com/?p=57576 
http://www.ccsi.org/pdf/AssessingChildrensSystemsandCreatingResponsestoIdentifiedNeeds.pdf 
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Forcible Agg. MV
County Year Total Violent Murder  Rape Robbery Assault Property Burglary Larceny Theft

Oswego 2009 2,787 176 1 31 26 118 2,611 655 1,878 78
2010 3,287 189 3 29 31 126 3,098 768 2,226 104
% change 17.9%  7.4% 200.0%  -65%  19.2%  6.8%  187%  17.3%  18.5% 33.3%




