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Chapter 1

What is Juvenile Delinquency?

Juvenile according to Mr. Webster is:

adjective 

Etymology: 

French or Latin; French juvénile, from Latin juvenilis, from juvenis young person — more at young 

Date: 1625 

1 a: physiologically immature or undeveloped : young b: derived from sources within the earth and coming to the surface for the first time —used especially of water and gas
2: of, relating to, characteristic of, or suitable for children or young people <juvenile books>
3: reflecting psychological or intellectual immaturity : childish
The noun is:

Date: 1733 

1 a: a young person : youth b: a book for children or young people
2: a young individual resembling an adult of its kind except in size and reproductive activity: as a: a fledged bird not yet in adult plumage b: a 2-year-old racehorse 
3: an actor or actress who plays youthful parts
That does not do much for us……..

Delinquency then means:

Date: 1625 

1 a: a delinquent act b: conduct that is out of accord with accepted behavior or the law; especially: juvenile delinquency
2: a debt on which payment is overdue
Sooooooooooo, then a delinquent is?

adjective 

Etymology: 

Latin delinquent-, delinquens, present participle of delinquere to fail, offend, from de- + linquere to leave — more at loan 

Date: 1603 

1 : offending by neglect or violation of duty or of law 
2 : being overdue in payment <a delinquent charge account> 
3 : of, relating to, or characteristic of delinquents : marked by delinquency <delinquent behavior> 

Then our course is all about:
Main Entry: Juvenile Delinquency 

Function: noun 

Date: 1816 

1 : conduct by a juvenile characterized by antisocial behavior that is beyond parental control and therefore subject to legal action 2 : a violation of the law committed by a juvenile and not punishable by death or life imprisonment 

— juvenile delinquent noun 

http://add.urbandictionary.com/ 
There are currently around 73 million children under the age of 18 in the United States – accounting for roughly 25% of the population.

This is projected to reach 80 million by 2020 – or 24% of the population.

They are classified as:

· Cynical

· Preoccupied with material acquisitions

· Uninterested in creative expression
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Scenario: 
Jack goes quail hunting before school, pulls into school parking lot with shotgun in gun rack.
      

     1957
- Vice Principal comes over, looks at Jack's shotgun, goes to his car and gets his shotgun to show Jack.


     2011
- School goes into lock down, FBI called, Jack hauled off to jail and never sees his truck or gun again. Counselors called in for traumatized students and teachers.


Scenario:  Johnny and Mark get into a fist fight after school.


    1957
Crowd gathers. Mark wins. Johnny and Mark shake hands and end up buddies.


 2011  

 Police called, SWAT team arrives, arrests Johnny and Mark. Charge them with assault, both expelled even though Johnny started it.

Scenario:

 Jeffrey won't be still in class, disrupts other students.


     1957
 Jeffrey sent to office and given a good paddling by the Principal. Returns to class, sits still and does not disrupt class again.


 2011 

Jeffrey given huge doses of Ritalin. Becomes a zombie. Tested for ADD.  School gets extra money from state because Jeffrey has a disability.


Scenario: 
Billy breaks a window in his neighbor's car and his Dad gives him a whipping with his belt.


      1957 

 Billy is more careful next time, grows up normal, goes to college, and becomes a successful businessman.


       2011 

 Billy's dad is arrested for child abuse.  Billy removed to
foster care and joins a gang.  State psychologist tells Billy's sister that she remembers being abused herself, and their dad goes to prison.  Billy's mom has affair with psychologist.


Scenario: 
Mark gets a headache and takes some aspirin to school.


     1957 

 Mark shares aspirin with Principal out on the smoking dock.


 2011 

 Police called, Mark expelled from school for drug violations.  Car searched for drugs and weapons.


Scenario: 
Pedro fails high school English.


     1957 - Pedro goes to summer school, passes English, and goes to college.
     
     2011 - Pedro's cause is taken up by state. Newspaper articles appear nationally explaining that teaching English as a requirement for graduation is racist. ACLU files class action lawsuit against state school system and
Pedro's English teacher.   English banned from core curriculum.  Pedro given diploma anyway but ends up mowing lawns for a living because he cannot speak English.


Scenario: 
Johnny takes apart leftover firecrackers from 4th of July, puts them in a model airplane paint bottle, and blows up a red ant bed.


   1957 - Ants die.

   2011- BATF, Homeland Security, FBI called. Johnny charged with domestic terrorism, FBI investigates parents, siblings removed from home, computers confiscated; Johnny's Dad goes on a terror watch list and is never allowed to fly again.


Scenario: 
Johnny falls while running during recess and scrapes his knee. He is found crying by his teacher, Mary.  Mary hugs him to comfort him.


   1957 - In a short time, Johnny feels better and goes on playing.
   
   2011 - Mary is accused of being a sexual predator and loses her job. She faces 3 years in State Prison.  Johnny undergoes 5 years of therapy.

http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/crime/jar.asp 
By the age of 18 they have spent more time in front of a television set than they have in a classroom.

What can these children expect to see by the time they reach the age of 18 and are legally classified as an adult?
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Violence In Media


“I’ll murder ya……………….”

By the time a child finishes elementary school – - he will have witnessed over 8,000 murders and over 100,000 acts of violence!

· >2/3 of all children’ shows have humorous acts of violence

· 5% of all violence have the offender punished for anti-social behavior

· 18% of all PBS shows have violence

· Premium Cable – 85%

· Basic Cable 59%

· Independent Broadcast Stations 55%

· Broadcast Networks 44%

· They all claim the children act in ways in which they watch on television

· So what was your favorite show growing up?
What can you expect as a result?
2005 criminal arrests committed by a person less than 18:

Violent Crimes


  3,223

Property Crimes


 11,459

Homicides




       27

Forcible Rape




 95

Robbery 




  1,292
Aggravated Assault

  1,809

Burglary




  2,469

Larceny/theft


  7,931

Total of all crimes

48,377

Oswego County stats
Violent Crime



22

Homicides 


 
  0

Forcible Rape


 
  8

Robbery 



  
  3

Aggravated Assault
 
 11

Property Crime

    317

Burglary



     96

Larceny/theft

   205

http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/crimnet/ojsa/arrests/Oswego.pdf 

http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/crimnet/ojsa/juvenilearrests/oswego.pdf
http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/pio/annualreport/2010-crime-in-nys-preliminary.pdf 

Some nomenclature you will need to know:

	adjudication
	A guilty finding for juvenile delinquents; the equivalent to a “conviction” for an adult accused of a crime.

	aftercare
	Programs and services mandated by OCFS for a child released from OCFS custody; the equivalent of “parole” in the adult criminal system.

	commitment facility
	An institution in which children may be held after they are found to have committed a criminal act; the equivalent to a “prison” in the adult correctional system.


	Delinquency intake screening

detention facility
	
After apprehending a juvenile, a police officer may either take the youth directly to the Family Court or issue an appearance ticket to the youth who then must report to the county probation department. The intake officer at the county probation department interviews all concerned parties, including the arresting officer, the complainant, the parents or guardian of the youth, and the juvenile to determine whether the case should be "adjusted" or referred to the presentment agency (the agent who presents the case/files the petition in court, such as the district attorney) for formal court proceedings. 

An institution in which children may be held while delinquency proceedings are underway; the equivalent to a “jail” in the adult correctional system.

	disposition
	The equivalent of “sentencing” in the adult criminal system.

	diversion

juvenile delinquent
	
State law establishes the circumstances that may require obtaining the consent of the presentment agency (prosecutor or District Attorney), the court, and/or the victim or complainant before a case may be adjusted. The Family Court Act authorizes probation departments to determine eligibility and suitability for adjustment services for all delinquency complaints. Criteria are detailed in intake rules and regulations.

Adjustment services vary from county to county, depending on available resources, but may include probation monitoring, intensive preventive services, counseling, mediation, cognitive behavioral programs, treatment, restitution, community service, substance abuse programs, youth courts, and mentoring. Diversion may last for up to 60 days for delinquency cases and may be extended for 60 days with court approval. 
A child between the ages of seven and fifteen who is found to have committed an act that would be a crime if committed by an adult; delinquency cases are reviewed by the Family Court.


	limited secure facility
	A facility classified by OCFS as a restrictive environment in which children found to be juvenile delinquents are held.

	non-secure facility
	A facility classified by OCFS as the least restrictive environment in which children found to be juvenile delinquents are held.

	OCFS
	The New York State Office of Children and Family Services; a state agency whose Department of Rehabilitative Services administers juvenile placement facilities and programs and aftercare. Other departments of OCFS administer foster care, services for disabled adults, and other programs.

	OJJDP
	Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention; a federal government agency which provides grants to state and local juvenile justice agencies, develops policy, and funds research and training on juvenile justice issues.

	PINS
	Person In Need of Supervision; under §712 of New York’s Family Court Act, a child who is found to be truant or “incorrigible, ungovernable, or habitually disobedient and beyond the lawful control” of a parent or guardian, or who possesses marijuana. (See “status offense”).

	placement
	One of four dispositions (sentences) available for juvenile delinquents or juvenile offenders; similar to “incarceration” in the adult system, but juveniles can be “placed” in relatively home-like non-secure facilities.

	Predisposition investigation

reception center
	
Probation departments are responsible for conducting investigations and making reports to the Family Court. Based on information gathered concerning the youth's home and school behavior and identified needs, the probation officer, acting as a court liaison officer, reports on these matters at the disposition hearing in the Family Court and makes a disposition recommendation
A facility in which children remanded to OCFS custody are held for an initial period. Reception centers are charged with assessing children’s needs to determine where they should be placed.

	secure facility
	A facility classified by OCFS as the most restrictive environment in which children found to be juvenile offenders, and some children found to be juvenile delinquents, are held.

	status offense
	An act that is only illegal when committed by a child, such as truancy, disobedience of parents, and incorrigibility. In New York, status offenders are defined and processed as “Persons in Need of Supervision.” (See “PINS”).

	YDA
	Youth Division Aide; a staff person within an OCFS facility.

	YDC
	Youth Division Counselor; the head of a unit within an OCFS facility.


http://www.utcourts.gov/resources/glossary.htm 
http://www.nycourts.gov/library/buffalo/legalsites.shtml   
 8th Judicial Law Library

What are Juvenile Delinquents?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVzMhwwAO74 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-1153608791541592434&ei=JJA-Sv2zF464rgKE2pGvCg&q=juvenile+delinquents&hl=en 

http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x3vtqr_frankie-lymon-im-not-a-juvenile-del_music
http://www.veoh.com/browse/videos/category/educational/watch/v154237728yH5SbWt
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_Dh50nzrZ0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfFtw47bB50
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1e6UPS1vAcU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7nwC0VapnQ 
Why are there youth in crisis?
1. At-risk youth 

· One estimate at ¼ of all children under the age of 17

· 17 million youth

· Young people who are extremely vulnerable to the negative consequences of school failure, substance abuse and early sexuality
· The text lists five issues or reasons

1.   Poverty

Children who grow up in low-income homes are less likely to achieve in school and les likely to complete their schooling than children with more affluent parents.

2.   Health Problems

· The number of children covered by health insurance is declining and will do so for the foreseeable future.  

· 71% of children in poverty in good health

· 86% of more affluent in good health

· 10% of all youth with no health insurance

· But who make up the emergency rooms?

3. Family Problems

· Divorce rate now at 52%

69% of all youth live with both parents

20% live with mothers only

5% live with fathers only

4% live with neither parent

*I disagree with the text here – 
“# of youth living with one parent only in     poorer conditions…”

· Lumping all conditions into one

· What about situations such as mine?

· More families working two or more jobs

           Text states to be more affluent…

            How about just to survive and to give to


the children?

Discussion – “Kids whose parents divorce may increase 


their involvement in delinquency, especially if 


they have a close bond with the parent who is 


forced to leave.” 

4. Substandard Living Conditions


· According to the text – only bad living conditions exist in urban areas………
· While they are partially true – there are a lot of rural living conditions that could be discussed….

· And what about the opposite that is not even mentioned in the text -  

· “Latch-key” children
· ½ of all US children are home alone at 


least 7 hours per week
· 1/3 of all school age children


                    http://www.aboutourkids.org/aboutour/articles/latchkey.html
· “spoiled little brats”, “Silver spoon” 


not dependent on income of parent(s)
· Nicole Ritchie’s of the world

5. Inadequate Education





· “The US Educational system seems to be failing many young people.”
· 14% of all youth do not finish high school

· Whose fault is this?

· Doesn’t the NYS Department of Education mandate what you take in high school?

· “…we are lagging behind other developed nations in mathematics and sciences…”

· What did you take in high school?

parens patriae
The power of the state to act on behalf of the child and provide care and protection equivalent to that of a parent. 

1. Historical precedent in England but basis of US law

2. Laws were passed that required children to obey their parents

3. it was not uncommon for children to be whipped if they were disobedient or disrespectful to parents
4. forced to attend public executions and punishment as it was felt that these were important forms of moral instruction

Current NYS trends

1. NYS uses parens patriae
2. Penal and Family Court laws are in place requiring children to do same or be brought into court as PINS or juvenile delinquents

3. Section 35.10 of NYS Penal Law

4. Scared Straight programs

Person in Loco Parentis
Today – juvenile delinquency is categorized between criminal and civil law.  MOST illegal acts of children are not considered criminal violations – although some minors can be treated as an adult for specific violations of law.  Court procedures parallel that of a civil court, do not adjudicate punishment and are typically secretive.  It deals with the offender and provides treatment versus punishment.  
Status offense - Refers to misbehavior which would not be criminal if committed by an adult (e.g., truancy, runaway, etc.), but is defined as an offense when committed by a minor because of the minor's status. 
· NYS calls these youth PINS 
– Person in Need of Supervision 

· Purpose is to shield non-criminal youth from the stigma attached to the juvenile delinquency label and to signify that they have special needs and problems. 
Chapter 2

The Nature & Extent of Delinquency

The Uniform Crime Report


The Uniform Crime Report, commonly called the UCR, is statistical data of specific reported criminal offenses compiled by every law enforcement agency in the United States and sent in to the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  It is broken down into two categories:



    Part I Offenses

1. Criminal Homicide

2. Forcible Rape

3. Robbery

4. Aggravated Assault

5. Burglary

6. Larceny-theft

7. Motor Vehicle Theft

8. Arson 



    Part II Offenses


All other criminal offenses

Part I Offenses

· Criminal homicide ―a.) Murder and non-negligent manslaughter: the willful (non-negligent) killing of one human being by another. Deaths caused by negligence, attempts to kill, assaults to kill, suicides, and accidental deaths are excluded. The Program classifies justifiable homicides separately and limits the definition to: (1) the killing of a felon by a law enforcement officer in the line of duty; or (2) the killing of a felon, during the commission of a felony, by a private citizen. b.) Manslaughter by negligence: the killing of another person through gross negligence. Traffic fatalities are excluded.
· Forcible rape ―The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and against her will. Rapes by force and attempts or assaults to rape, regardless of the age of the victim, are included. Statutory offenses (no force used ―victim under age of consent) are excluded.
· Robbery ―The taking or attempted taking of anything of value from the care, custody, or control of a person or persons by force or threat of force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear.
· Aggravated assault ―An unlawful attack by one person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe or aggravated bodily injury. This type of assault usually is accompanied by the use of a weapon or by means likely to produce death or great bodily harm. Simple assaults are excluded.
· Burglary (breaking or entering) ―The unlawful entry of a structure to commit a felony or a theft. Attempted forcible entry is included.
· Larceny-theft (except motor vehicle theft) ―The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of property from the possession or constructive possession of another. Examples are thefts of bicycles or automobile accessories, shoplifting, pocket-picking, or the stealing of any property or article that is not taken by force and violence or by fraud. Attempted larcenies are included. Embezzlement, confidence games, forgery, worthless checks, etc., are excluded.
· Motor vehicle theft ―The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. A motor vehicle is self-propelled and runs on land surface and not on rails. Motorboats, construction equipment, airplanes, and farming equipment are specifically excluded from this category.
· Arson ―Any willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without intent to defraud, a dwelling house, public building, motor vehicle or aircraft, personal property of another, etc.

What is the problem with this program?

Who supplies the information to the FBI?

· Local and state police agencies

Who verifies that the information provided is accurate?

· No one

Why wouldn’t the information be accurate and factual?

· Do not want to make the agency look bad

· Want to make the agency look better

· Management intent

· Political pressure

· To pacify someone higher up

· $$$$$$$$

· Deliberate misinterpretation of laws and resulting arrests

· Internal problems within the UCR as to the crimes that can be recorded
· JUVENILE CRIMES ARE MOSTLY IGNORED BY THE POLICE AND THE PUBLIC
· ONLY THE VERY WORST RESULT IN ARRESTS
National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS)

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/nibrs.htm 
The rise and fall of juvenile crime rates:

1. Age – as age distribution equalizes nationwide, the crime rate is supposed to go down.  Is this true though when high numbers of the same age groups are present in any one area?
2. Economy – “In the short term, a poor economy may actually help lower crime rates.  Unemployed parents are at home to supervise children and guard their homes.”



Joe Mucedola and BE Wright Beverage
3. Drugs – here is a tough one to answer – Is there a correlation between drugs and criminal activity?

4. Media – what sells on television and in the movies?  
Does music influence violent or criminal activities?

Homework – What song do you feel best represented you during your teenager /high school days, and why?
5. Ongoing social problems – what age group can lease handle the problems associated with these?

6. Abortion – “…studies show that drop in crime rates is associated with availability of abortion…”
                               Who
are they associating with crime?  I thought males did more crime than females?  Are the males doing the crime as a result of their female partners becoming pregnant?  Who can afford abortions?  Can the truly poor afford them or more affluent children and their parents?  

7. Guns
- not even an issue, is it?


                       What are your views on gun control?

8. Gangs – Organized gangs in urban areas……. But is it an issue in the rural areas?  Are there groups that are similar to gang activity?

9. Juvenile Justice Policy – “New laws call for mandatory incarceration for juvenile offenders. Juveniles may even be eligible for the death penalty.”
· Should juveniles be subjected to the death penalty?

· Is it currently in place in NYS?

· In March 2005, ROPER v. SIMMONS - the United States Supreme Court ruled that the death penalty for those who had committed their crimes at under 18 years of age was cruel and unusual punishment and hence barred by the Constitution.
· A 5-4 decision

· http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/article.php?did=885&scid 

· http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/ 

· http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/cp.htm  

· Since 1990, only seven other countries – Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Nigeria, the Democratic Republic of Congo, and China – have executed defendants who were juveniles at the time of their crime. Justice Kennedy noted that since 1990 each of those countries had either abolished the death penalty for juveniles or made public disavowal of the practice, and that the U. S. stood alone in allowing execution of juvenile offenders. The Court also noted that only the U. S. and Somalia had not ratified Article 37 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (September 2, 1990), which expressly prohibits capital punishment for crimes committed by juveniles.
Gender and Delinquency
Males are significantly more delinquent than females….
· Violent crime is 4:1 ration male to female

· Property crimes are 2:1 ratio for same

· Females more likely to be arrested for runaways than males

· What about fighting?
· Are there other crimes that are gender dominated?
Race and Delinquency
· Your instructor has a LOT of issues with this section of the text and the statements of the authors!
· The authors suggest racial bias on the part of the police.

· …even mentions and suggests racial profiling….

· Why are the figures so disproportionate as to arrests of blacks versus whites?

Social Class and Delinquency
· Again – the authors suggest that the higher the social class, the less likely the youth are to commit criminal offenses?

· “Rich kids do not commit crimes…..”

· Low income youth/families are not all criminal – yet the opposite is also true.

Age and Delinquency
· Youths aged 15 – 19 account for 27% of the index crimes [Part 1 of the UCR] and 21% of all criminal activity

· Adults 50/older make up for 6% of all arrests

· Why does crime decline with age

· Growing older means having to face the future

· With maturity comes the ability to resist the “quick fix” to their problems.

· Maturation coincides with increased levels of responsibility.

· Personalities can change with age.

· Young adults become more aware of the risks that accompany crime.

· Johnnie’s view:

· Crime does not decline automatically with age

· Juveniles have higher tendency to be out in the open with criminal acts

· Far more brazen – feeling of indestructibility

· Maturity often times makes the adult more surreptitious in their approach to crime

· Maturity often changes the type of criminal activity of the person

Question:

Have you changed since high school?


Do you feel responsibility and maturity setting in?


Are you turning into your parents?

If so – why?


Changes within yourself or in your environment?

http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2008/07/meet_the_candidate_of_a_differ_1.html 

Chapter 3

Why do Children Become Delinquents

Two chief theories:


Choice


Trait

Choice Theory


Believe that youth will engage in criminal activity only after weighing the pros and cons of such actions.
· Believe that crime is a high $$ life activity

· That there is excitement in the criminal event

· That there is little risk of getting caught

· And if caught, the punishment is minimal for the event and worth the risk

· Based upon the free will of the person

· Product of Utilitarian Jeremy Bentham

· Feel that those who violate crimes do so only after carefully weighing all the considerations

· Would not do so if punishment harsh

· Would do so if opposite

· In Bentham's theory, an action conforming to the principle of utility is right or at least not wrong; it ought to be done, or at least it is not the case that it ought not be done
· For Bentham, rights and duties are legal notions, linked with the notions of command and sanction. What we call moral duties and rights would require a moral legislator (a divine being presumably) but theological notions are outside the scope of his theory. To talk of natural rights and duties suggests, as it were, a law without a legislator, and is nonsensical in the same way as talk of a son without a parent. Apart from theoretical considerations, Bentham also condemned the belief in natural rights on the grounds that it inspired violence and bloodshed, as seen in the excesses of the French Revolution.
· The Hedonic Calculus
· of, relating to, or characterized by pleasure
Bentham’s hedonistic utilitarianism states that we always ought to perform that act that leads to the greatest pleasure. This raises the question as to how we are to quantify pleasure; if we cannot put a value on the quantity of pleasure that an act produces, then we cannot compare it to other acts in order to decide which of them we ought to perform.

To overcome this difficulty, Bentham proposed the hedonic calculus. The hedonic calculus lists seven features of pleasure to which attention must be paid in order to assess how great it is: intensity, duration, certainty, propinquity, fecundity, purity, and extent.
Intensity

The intensity of the pleasure caused by an act is reasonably self-explanatory. Mild pleasure is less valuable than intense pleasure, and so acts leading to the latter are to be preferred to acts leading to the former, other things being equal.

Duration

The duration of the pleasure caused by an act must also be taken into account when assessing the goodness of the act. Transient pleasure is less valuable than lasting pleasure, and so acts leading to the latter are to be preferred to acts leading to the former, other things being equal.

Certainty

The certainty criterion refers to the probability of the pleasure resulting from the act; how likely is it that the act will bring about the anticipated pleasure? If we must choose between an act that will definitely cause pleasure and an act that will only possibly bring about pleasure, then we do better to perform the former.

Propinquity    [closeness]

When deciding what to do, Bentham thought, we should bear in mind how distant are the anticipated benefits of each possible course of action. The more distant the benefits, in either space or time, the less weight we should give them in making our decision.

Fecundity   [productiveness]

The fecundity of an act is the likelihood that the pleasures or pains that it causes will be followed by similar pleasures or pains. If the happiness that an act causes is likely to be followed by yet more happiness, then that act is better than a similar act that will cause only one isolated instance of happiness. Similarly, if the pain that an act causes is likely to be followed by still more pains, then that act is worse than it would otherwise be.

Purity

It is also important to be attentive to the purity of the pleasure and pain caused by an act. An act that causes only pleasure is better than one that causes the same amount of pleasure mixed with a little pain. When pleasure or pain, are unmixed with their opposites, their purity is high; when they are so mixed, their purity is diminished.

Extent

The final criterion for quantifying the pleasure caused by an act is its extent: the more people enjoy the pleasure, the better. 
“I can’t drive 55……………….”
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Jbentham.600px.jpg 
Rational Delinquent


Acts on part of youth a personal choice


Focused on the act not the offender [youth]

· delinquent is the youth

· delinquency is the action

· the rational delinquent chooses to do the specific act and not to be a delinquent

Lifestyle and Delinquency
   Youth with a lot of free time on their hands will engage in anti-social behavior

· Has reference to part-time jobs

· Almost suggests that they are not worth it for adolescents – unless rewarding and challenging

· “must provide a learning experience and support academic achievement..”

Routine Activities
    Based upon opportunity to commit delinquent acts      Text offers three possible solutions

1. reduce availability of suitable targets
mark your items, minimize exposure of valuables               to perp, security measures

2. increase capable guardians, police, security guards, neighborhood watches, teachers and vigilance of homeowners in the neighborhood

 *Youths do not travel far from their home area to commit criminal acts

3. target motivated offenders, go after those who lead the offenders, Syracuse initiative and problems

Delinquency Prevention & Choice Theory


If it is a choice of the individual, we have to convince them not to do the criminal activity.  These theorists have three possible routes to do so:
1. General Deterrence – policies that depend on fear of criminal penalties; the threat of punishment should you be caught; the more swift, severe, and certain the punishment, the more likely people will choose not to do the act.

· KROCK – 
· Tom Anelli – The DWI Guy

· Radar jammer

· Radar guarantee to pay the fines

· Beer, beer and beer

· “Click it or ticket…”

· Cell phone laws

· Underage drinking laws

· Rockefeller Laws

· Plagiarism 

· Cheating during exams

· Does fear work now?

2. Specific Deterrence – sending those convicted to a secure facility and ensuring that the punishment is severe, thus convincing those and others that crime is not worth it.




- how many more facilities do we have to build?

- NYS is actually trying to downsize facilities  
                                                                            
and population of inmates

- appeals and court volume prohibit this

- thought that rehab and treatment is the goal?

- The number of recidivists and time of sentence show that this does not work

3. Situational Crime Prevention – these strategies designed to make it so difficult for the offender to commit the crime that the futility of the act deters offender from committing like crimes…..based on four principles
(1) increasing the amount of effort on part of delinquent to successfully complete act

(2) increasing the risks of delinquent activity

(3) reducing the awards to the delinquent act
(4) increasing the shame of committing a delinquent act



Problems with the above thoughts:




Cops, cops and more cops




Security cameras everywhere




Increase in taxes to pay for this




Increase in costs to consumer




Failure of police to fully integrate programs




No community support





Legislators





Activist groups





media




Insurance costs




Inability for resale




Increase in isolation of social groups




Walled and gated communities




US Soil & Water program




Current laws prohibit many of these





Wayne County newspaper

Trait Theories  

Biosocial and Psychological Views

· Cesare Lombroso – the father of criminology

· Criminal atavism 

· An atavism is a real or supposed evolutionary throwback, such as traits reappearing which had disappeared generations ago. Atavisms occur because genes for previously existing phenotypical features are often preserved in DNA, even though the genes are not expressed in some or most of the organisms possessing them.
· It is in your genes……………. Not your jeans!
· Theory of the atavistic or born criminal, the individual whose physical structure possesses the degenerative traits that differentiate him from the normal, socially well-adjusted man.
· Delinquents manifest traits of primitive ancestors – large skulls, prominent jaws, dental flaws, large and flattened noses, prominent teeth and long arms…..

· “…so easy a caveman could do it….”

· Studied soldier’s tattoos in the mid 1800’s, to help to distinguish between the honest and the dishonest soldier…..

· Obviously a flawed science

Biosocial Theories 

     Both view and thought have biological and social bases; focuses on the association between biological, environmental conditions and antisocial behaviors.


1. Biochemical – body chemistry can dictate criminal 



behavior; both hazardous and dietary



- especially in violent tendencies – based on diet,



   vitamin intake, hormonal imbalance and food allergies


- Mountain Dew and Jolt



- lead poisoning



- hormonal levels




- a little buildup of testosterone




- do females have such a similar problem?


2. Neurological Dysfunction – linked to the brain


      -“Kids with brain injuries may have criminal tendencies”



- minimal brain dysfunction – any damage to the brain



- Learning Disabilities 

· 10% of all youth have some form

· adjudicated delinquents from 26 – 73%

· Risk factors of adolescent substance abuse

· Reduced self-esteem, academic disability, loneliness, depression and the desire for social acceptance
· A child with a LD is twice as likely to suffer from Attention Deficit Disorder

· Pre-natal factors

· Arousal factor

· Not that type………..

· “…thrill seekers might have some abnormal brain function….”

· We all seek to maintain an optimal form of arousal

· Too much leaves us in state of anxiousness

· Too little makes us bored

3. Genetic Influences – it is your parents fault; DNA
- Parental Deviance – is inherited in the genes, then children of criminal parents will also be more likely to become criminal than those of non-criminal parents.

- strong evidence pointing to this one

-fathers involved in crime will produce criminal sons and then criminal grandsons….

- women do not have this genetic influence…..?

   Psychological Theories of Delinquency

Psychologists view it as a function of mental disturbance versus social factors

1.
Psychodynamic Theory

Sigmund Freud – law violations are a product of an abnormal personality formed early in life

· “….I did not get that pony for my birthday…..”

· Personality has three major components

1. Id – the unrestrained, pleasure seeking component each child is born with; dictates needs and desires
2. Ego – develops through the reality of the world and helps to restrain the Id; weighs out the options of the other two and acts accordingly
3. Superego – your conscience, the foundation for moral rules shared by most adults; counteracts the Id by fostering feelings of morality
· if these components are balances, the person can live a normal life; if there is imbalance the individual will display abnormal personality traits

Disorders and Delinquency

· neurotics
- people who think and fear they are losing control

· psychotics – people who have lost control and are controlled by their Id; hallucinations and inappropriate behavior

· schizophrenia – illogical thought processes, distorted perceptions and abnormal emotional expression

· term neurosis is now out – replaced by [multiple forms of] disorders………

· more common amongst females

· places heavy emphasis on the family role

2.  Behavioral Theory


B.F. Skinner 

- Individuals learn by observing how people react to their behavior

- If a particular behavior is rewarded, that person will continue to act in that way
- If a particular behavior results in punishment, the person will stop that behavior and alter it to one of reward.

- Really?

· learning and social experiences, coupled with values and expectations, determine behavior

· we learn from our environment and they values of that particular environment are what we come to expect – influencing the behavior

· THUS – children are more likely to heed what parents DO rather than what they SAY.

 
      - If the parents and all their associates behave in



 lifestyle X, then so will their offspring
3. Cognitive Theory


studies the perception of reality and the mental processes

required to understand the world we live in

· aka Morality

· “Adolescents who use information properly and can make reasoned decisions when facing emotion-laden events are best able to avoid antisocial behavior.”
· What do these same adolescents learn from media?

· http://www.lyricsdomain.com/18/rage_against_the_machine/killing_in_the_name.html 

· Civil laws emplaced to safeguard these same age group as law determines they are not capable of making such rational decisions on their own

· Age limitations for various adult acts and actions

    Personality – the stable patterns of behavior – reflects


 characteristic ways of adapting to life’s demands..


Some anti-social personality patterns

· Self-assertiveness

· Defiance

· Impulsiveness

· Narcissism

· Suspicion

· Destructiveness

· Sadism

· Lack of concern for others

· Extraversion

· Ambivalence 

· Feeling unappreciated

· Distrust of authority

· Poor personal skills

· Mental instability

· Hostility

· Resentment

Could all be based on an Antisocial Personality – commonly called antisocial, psychopathic or sociopathic personality 

A person lacking in warmth,  exhibiting inappropriate behavior responses, and unable to learn from experience; the condition is defined by persistent violations of social norms, including lying, stealing, truancy, inconsistent work behavior and traffic arrests.  

   Intelligence and Delinquency 


Nature Theory – intelligence is inherited and is a function of genetic makeup; smarter people do not become delinquents


Nurture Theory – intelligence is determined by environmental stimulation and socialization; better surrounding make for better youth 

Chapter 4 


Sociological Views of Delinquency

Culture of Poverty

Lower-class people form a separate culture with their own values and norms, which are sometimes in conflict with conventional society.

Marked by:

· Apathy

· Cynicism

· Helplessness

· Mistrust of institutions – police and government 
· Washington, D. C. Fire Department

   Includes:

· Underclass – [urban] poor whose members have little chance of upward mobility or improvement

· Truly disadvantaged – those people who are left out of the economic mainstream and reduced to living in the most deteriorated [inner-city]areas

Social Structure Theory

Social and economic forces operating in deteriorated lower- class areas, including disorganizations, stress and cultural deviance, push residents into criminal behavior patterns.

Is this true only in the inner-city areas?


What about those in rural areas who share similar traits?

Port Byron Central School – 47% higher average of learning 
disabled and disadvantaged children

What about the opposite?  

· The text will later state that those with the $$$ not only influence government and the police, but that they set the policies that hold these above down.  
· Do those with the $$$ also have their own traits that lead to delinquency – or is it just a problem of the poor?

John’s “Have’s” Delinquency Traits

· Apathy – what do they truly care about?

· What do they share their $$$ with?

· How much community interaction do they do?

· Cynicism 
· based on or reflecting a belief that human conduct is motivated primarily by self-interest
· Ever see a $1.2 million dollar boat house?
· Ever deal with attitudes of some of these people?
· Helplessness

· That is the reason for therapists and psychiatrists 

· Their fears and reasons for depression completely opposite of those of the lower class

· Mirbeau Inn and Spa
· http://www.mirbeau.com/ 

·  Mistrust of Institutions

· Do they trust government – “trying to get my $$$...”

· Do they trust the police – “always after me just to make a name for themselves…..”

· Roger Scott
· Tractor-trailers

· Upper class – those who social status is unlimited

· a social class occupying a position above the middle class and having the highest status in a society
· “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous”
· Who are all the magazines geared to?
· Tabloid papers and magazines……
· Is there a ‘truly advantaged’?
· Live, go and do what they want whenever they want
· “Anti – Social Structure Theory”
· Social and economic forces operating in privileged and upper-class areas, including disorganizations, stress and cultural deviance, push residents into criminal behavior patterns
· Commit crime to obtain more

· “Keeping up with the Jones’”

· Disregard for law as daddy will hire a lawyer

· Girl from France

Social Process Theories:

Socialization and Delinquency

Who did you hang with growing up?  

Who were your friends?

How were they viewed and how were they labeled?


Did your parents forbid you from being with them?

Socialization – 

· The process of learning the values and norms of the society or the subculture to which the individual belongs.

· Process of guiding people into acceptable behavior patterns through information, approval, rewards and punishments.  

· Learning the techniques needed to function in society

· Developmental process that is influenced by:

· Family – parental efficacy – from text
· ‘The West Brutus Street Study’

· Peers

· Religion

· Neighbors

· Teachers

· Celebrities

· Other authority figures.

Socialization process affects delinquency in three ways:
1. Learning – delinquency is a learned process from others

      - all kids are born good but learn bad traits
2. Control – weak or severed links to positive influences allows 
  
      the youth to exercise anti-social behavior


     - kids are born bad and have to be changed by 
   
       positive influences – beginning with the family
3. Reaction – labels associated with them and react accordingly

      - kids born neither good nor bad, but upon being 


labeled by society they react in manner of what 


they are branded
Social Learning Theories 

· Children living in even the most deteriorated areas can

 resist inducement to crime if they have learned proper values and behaviors
· Delinquency develops by learning the values and behaviors associated with criminal activity

· Differential Association Theory

· If the pro-delinquency definitions a youth learns outweighs the anti-delinquency definitions, they will be vulnerable to choosing criminal behaviors over conventional behavior

· What are some anti-delinquency messages out there?

Does [        ] really work?
Social Control Theory

· Delinquency results from a weakened commitment to the major social institutions – family, peers and school

· Lack of this commitment allows the youth to exercise antisocial behavioral choices

· The stronger the bonds with family, peers and school – the more positive self-image the youth will have

· They will develop a strong resistance to delinquency

· They develop a strong commitment to conformity and thus allows them to resist pressures to violate the law

· If they bonds are broken or fractured – then they might feel free to violate the law and not worry about jeopardizing their social relationships 

· Anyone see a problem with this theory?

Sociologist Travis Hirschi

· All people have the potential to commit crimes because they are pleasurable

· People are kept in check by their social bonds or attachments to society

· If these bonds are weakened, kids are able to engage in antisocial but personally desirable  behaviors

Hirschi has four premises:

1. Attachment – to parents, peers and school
2. Commitment – to the pursuit of conventional activities such as getting an education and saving for the future

3. Involvement - in conventional activities such as school, sports or religion

4. Belief – in values such as sensitivity to the rights of others and respect for the legal code

As a result, studies have shown the following:

·  Positive social attachments help control delinquency

·  kids who are detached from the education experience are at risk of criminality

·  kids who do well and are committed to school are less likely to engage in delinquent acts

·  kids who are attached to their families are less likely to get involved in a deviant peer group and consequently less likely to engage in criminal activities 

· So – if you CANNOT do well in school no matter how hard you try, then you will be a delinquent?

· Where are kids who do not receive positive social attachments supposed to get them?

· Homeschool children

· What are those family values and subsequent ties?

Chapter 5


Developmental Views of Delinquency

Based around the Developmental Theory


Theory that looks at the onset, continuity and termination

 of a delinquent career


Has two primary developmental views within it:



Life Course Theory

Latent Trait Theory

Life Course Theory 
· Focuses on changes in behavior as people travel along the path of life and how these changes affect crime and delinquency

· As early as toddlers – people begin relationships and behaviors that will determine their entire life course

· Must learn to conform to social rules & function in society

· They are later expected to begin thinking about careers, leave their parents’ home, find permanent relationships and eventually marry – to begin their own families.

· This transition is supposed to be in an orderly fashion

· Disruption in the process might cause a youth to react adversely to the entire process – resulting in anti-social
· These negative life experiences can become cumulative: as kids acquire more personal deficits, the chances of acquiring additional ones increases.

· Keep mentioning precocious sex as one of the main ones

· exceptionally early in development or occurrence
· As people mature, factors that influence their behavior changes
· Most likely family first
· Followed by school and peers
· Finally family thru marriage and vocation
Glenn - abnormal
Life Course Concepts

Age of Onset – kids who begin antisocial behavior at a very 



early age are most at risk for a delinquent 



career and for a longer period of time

Adolescent-Limiteds 

               – kids who continuously violate rules and law 

· most common delinquent course

· antisocial behavior peaks in adolescence and diminishes with age

· ‘typical teenagers’

Life Course Persisters
· antisocial behavior continues into adulthood

· combines dysfunctional family with neurological issues

· D*ty 

               -   pseudomaturity a trait – tend to engage in early 


   sexuality and drugs / alcohol 


Problem Behavior Syndrome
· a cluster of antisocial behaviors that may include:

· family dysfunction
· substance abuse

· both drugs and alcohol

· smoking

· precocious sex

· early pregnancy

· educational underachievement

· suicide attempts

· sensation seeking

· unemployment

· delinquency
Joe

Multiple Pathways 
· not all delinquents go about this in the same way 

· authors utilize the term pathway to demonstrate

1. Authority Conflict Pathway – begins at early age with stubborn behavior, leads to defiance and then to authority avoidance - Jf
2. Covert Pathway – begins with minor infractions, lead to property damage, leads to higher forms - RJ

3. Overt Pathway – begins with minor aggression, leads to physical fighting and escalates to violent delinquency – Dy

Continuity of Crime and Delinquency


The best predictor of future crime is past criminality

- Youths who are repeatedly in trouble will be so as 


adolescents and later as adults


- As they enter adulthood – persisters report 

· less emotional support

· lower job satisfaction

· distant peer relationships

· more psychiatric problems

· substance abuse

· relationship problems

· depression

· suicide

· poor adult health

· Rk, Jf

Latent Trait View 

· This assumes that a number of people have a personal attribute or characteristic that controls their inclination or propensity to commit delinquent acts.  
· This latent trait is either present at birth or developed very early – and remains stable over time

· Includes:

· Defective intelligence

· Impulsive personality

· Genetic abnormalities

· Physical-chemical functioning of the brain

· Environmental influences on the brain

· Drugs
· Chemicals

· Injuries

· Inclination to commit delinquency is stable – but the opportunity to do so fluctuates over time

· They have less chances or time to commit delinquent acts due to other pressures or responsibilities that arise

General Theory of Crime

What makes people commit crime?

Authors reference two basic criteria:

1. Self-control – ability to exercise restraint and control over feelings, emotions, reactions and behaviors

2. Impulsive – lacking in thought or deliberation in decision making.  Lacks close attention to detail, has organization problems, is easily distracted and forgetful.

Impulsive Behavior

· Physical

· Insensitive
· Risk-taking

· Shortsighted

· Nonverbal

· Here-and-now attitude

· Unstable social relations

· Enjoys deviant behaviors

· Refuses to work for distant goals

Low Self-control
· Poor parenting skills

· Deviant parents

· Lack of supervision

· Active

· Lacks diligence

· Lacks tenacity

· Adventuresome

· Self-centered

· Shameless

· Imprudent

· Lacks cognitive and verbal skills

· Enjoys danger and excitement

Weakening of Social Bonds

· Attachment
· Involvement

· Commitment

· Belief

Criminal Opportunity

· Gangs

· Free time

· Drugs

· Suitable targets

Crime & Deviance

· Delinquency

· Smoking

· Drinking

· Sex

· Drugs

· Sex

· Crime

Chapter 6

Gender and Delinquency

Entire chapter dedicated to differences between male and female as to the caused of delinquency.  I will simply outline the differences and some of the historical and contemporary ideas.

Historical
· The female offender was an aberration who engaged in crimes that usually had a sexual connotation

· Prostitution, running away, premarital sex, crimes of sexual passion

· Masculinity hypothesis

· Women who commit crimes have biological and psychological traits similar to those of men

http://www.femalemuscle.com/homegrown/kelly_tekin/pic7.shtml 
http://www.funnyphotos.net.au/userimages/user756_1153371702.jpg
http://www.female-bodybuilders.org/trudy-ireland/ 

http://www.female-bodybuilders.org/desiree-dumpel/ 

http://www.nicolebass.com/menu/pictures.html 
· Women lower on the evolutionary scale than men
· More childlike

· Less intelligent

· Those who committed crimes could be distinguished from other women by their physical appearance

· Excessive body hair

· Wrinkles

· An abnormal cranium

· Females are instigators in crime versus actually doing it

· Use their sexual charms to get males to commit crime

· Later use these same charms to get out of arrests

· Chivalry hypothesis

· Female criminal actions forgiven by male police or justice system components

· “Police and other justice system personnel may be less willing to penalize female offenders than male offenders.”
· Question – they why is there an increase of 6% in female arrests over past twenty years?

· How many of you have been let go because you are a female?

· Freud says it is because you have penis envy
· Girls interpret their lack of a penis as a sign that they have been punished

· Causes an inferiority complex in them for having been born with this defect

· Boys fear being punished by having the penis cut off

· This causes a fear of women

Contemporary

· Female delinquency rate is still much lower than males

· It is growing at a faster rate than male delinquency

· Females are taught that their self-worth depends on their ability to sustain relationships

· Ergo, if you fail then you are a failure

· Females learn to respond to provocation by feeling anxious – while males are encouraged to retaliate
· Females characteristics and problems are:

· more likely to feel distressed

· depression

· anxiety

· shame

· females socialized to fear that anger will harm relationships

· males are encouraged to react with moral outrage

· females learn to speak earlier, faster and with better pronunciation

· parents talk to them more at early ages than they do males

· females less likely to have reading problems
· males excel at math over females by wide range

· females stereotyped as:

· more talkative

· more willing to reveal their feelings

· more likely to express concern for others

· more concerned about finding the  “meaning of life”

· less concerned in competing for material things

· higher stress as to weight and appearance

· great concern as to the shape of their bodies
· billion dollar beauty industry

· breast implants

· other surgical procedures
· anorexia - loss of appetite especially when prolonged
· anorexia nervosa - a serious disorder in eating behavior primarily of young women in their teens and early twenties that is characterized especially by a pathological fear of weight gain leading to faulty eating patterns, malnutrition, and usually excessive weight loss
· bulimia - a serious eating disorder that occurs chiefly in females, is characterized by compulsive overeating usually followed by self-induced vomiting or laxative or diuretic abuse, and is often accompanied by guilt and depression -- called also bulimia nervosa
· able to sustain relationships

· be less aggressive

· blame themselves for failure of things

· have superior verbal ability

· may help them deal with conflict better than resorting to violence

· read better

· have lower self-esteem

· are self-aware

· have better attention span

· are expected to be feminine

· gender-scheme theory

· you turn in to what the norm of that society wants the male – female role to be

· to be sympathetic and gentle
· are shielded by their moral senses

· this directs them to avoid harming others

· moral sensitivity may counterbalance the effects of family problems

· display more self-control than males

· arrest rate has increased in past years by 6%

· Why is this possible?

· Attitudes

· Mandatory arrest laws
primary aggressor 
· Outside influences on law enforcement

· Female police officers

· females who test higher in testosterone are more likely to engage in male behavior of aggressiveness
· “Amazons”

· …..not Xena the Princess Warrior – but kind of….

· Premenstrual Syndrome – PMS

· Direct cause of female violence

· “For several days prior to and during menstruation, the stereotype has been that ‘raging hormones’ doom women to irritability and poor judgment…”
· “…Women have learned to control their aggressive [sexual] impulses because having multiple partners does not increase their chances of contraption…”
· incarcerated females have more psychological problems than do males such as:

· dysfunctional and violent relationships

· psychopathic deviation

· schizophrenia

· paranoia

· mood disorders

· major depressive disorder

· separation anxiety disorder

· disruptive disorders

· psychasthenia – a disorder characterized by phobias, obsessions, compulsions or excessive anxiety

· callous-unemotional traits – a lack of remorse or shame, poor judgment, failure to learn by experience, chronic lying

· families exert more powerful influence on females than males

· females do not form close same-sex friendships as males 

· rather compete with their peers for the acceptance of the male

· more sexual offenders

· have more dysfunctional home lives than male offenders 
· poor home life has worse effect on females

· females need the close parental relationship and bonds more than males do

· male develop precocious sex just to get this bond feeling

· more deeply affected by child abuse

· “Girls may be forced into a life of sexual promiscuity because their sexual desirability makes them a valuable commodity for families living on the edge.”
· Martville incident
· Liberal feminism – social roles give them less opportunity to commit crimes than males; as equality greatens so does the opportunity to commit crime
· Critical feminism – unequal power of men over women and subsequent exploitation of women by men; the efforts of males to control females’ sexuality

· Hugh Hefner is a jerk!

· Men are pigs!

· Criminal justice professionals look at and treat attractive women harshly and let those others off more often

Males are to be:

· Males learn to value independence

· aggressive

· externalize anger

· have superior visual and spatial ability [of or relating to facility in perceiving relations (as of objects) in space
· are better at math
· have high self-esteem
· are materialistic
· have low attention span
· will interrupt conversations
· are expected to be masculine
· to exhibit assertiveness and dominance
· Metro-sexual

· A metro-sexual is a man with a strong interest in personal grooming and other female-associated pursuits. Maybe he cooks, or knits, or has a beautiful home he decorated himself. Certainly he devotes meticulous care to his skin, hair, and body.
· Metra-sexual
· A metra-sexual is a woman with a strong interest in male-associated pursuits. We like sports or cars or video games. Or maybe we just really love our job. We date men or women or both or neither, but we don't let it get in the way of who we are.

The essential element of the metra-sexual is the focus on herself. As metro-sexuals have appropriated a traditionally feminine characteristic - the pride in and self-definition by appearances (of the self, the home, or the gourmet cooking), metra-sexual appropriate a traditionally male characteristic - the reliance on self and substance.

Metra-sexuals aren't (necessarily) feminists or lesbians. We don't hate men or want to become them. Many of us know how to groom, cook, and decorate quite well - when, and only when, we choose to. What unites us is not how we look or act, but that we are women who prefer to use our time grooming our minds and souls, not our bodies
· http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=metrasexual 

· are taught to face anger with moral outrage

· less likely to form attachments to others
· view aggression as an appropriate means to gain status

· more likely to socialize with deviant peers

· arrest rate has decreased by 16% in past years
· “Males are more aggressive because they wish to possess as many sex partners as possible to increase their chances of producing offspring.”
Chapter 7

The Family and Delinquency
Family dysfunction is a key ingredient in the development of the emotional deficits that eventually lead to long-term social problems
Much of the responsibility for child rearing is delegated to television and daycare providers

· daycare system
· NYS has mandated day care providers and settings

· 90% are unlicensed – not known to the state

· yet – 3.5 million children under the age of 13 remain home alone for some period of time each week

· http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/becs/daycare_regs.asp 

The so-called traditional family with a male earning the wages and the wife at home with the children rearing them – is a thing of the past.  

Extended families have reduced and is now replaced by the nuclear family – a small cell of the family living separated and with close & constant contact of those family members 
The proportion of households that have children who live with both parents has declined substantially

While the teen birthrate has declined by 28% - of the 4 million plus births in 2002 – 1/3 [1.3 million] to single mothers

Four leading factors on the family influence and delinquency

1.
Family Breakup

· any disjunction in an orderly family structure could be expected to have a negative impact on the child 
· less than half of all children born today will live continuously with both biological parents throughout childhood

· blended families are less stable than families consisting of two biological parents
· really?
· Family breakup is often associated with:
· Conflict, hostility and aggression – resulting in:
· Behavior problems
· Hyperactivity
·  Lax supervision
· weakened attachment
· greater susceptibility to peer pressure
· Historical – children growing up in broken homes were much more likely to become delinquents than those of two—parent households
· Not true – youths from these homes might get arrested more frequently but no data supporting allegation
· Current studies show that the absence of parents has a greater effect on agents of the justice system that it does on the behavior of children
· Males are more affected by the father leaving
· Females are more affected by the quality of the mother’s parenting following the divorce
· THE QUALITY OF THE MARRIAGE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ITS MAKEUP
· Marriage may not be the answer to the problems faced by divorced children living in single-parent families unless their fathers can refrain from deviant behaviors and become reliable sources of emotional and economic support.
· What about the mothers?
· Audio 
2.
Family Conflict 
· A child’s perception of his or her parents’ marital happiness was a significant predictor of delinquency

· There is little to no difference between the behavior of children who witness intrafamily violence and those who are its victims

· Intrafamily violence – an environment of discord and conflict within the family

· Which is worse – growing up in a home marked by conflict or the product of a broken home?
3. 
Family Neglect

· Link between the quality of family life and delinquency

· Children who feel inhibited with their parents and refuse to discuss important issues with them are more likely to engage in deviant behavior

· What do families talk about today?

· What should they talk about?

· What should they refrain from talking about or what should not be viewed within the household?

· Parents of delinquent youths tend to be inconsistent disciplinarians – either overly harsh to extremely lenient

· Current polls show that we still support the use of corporal punishment in disciplining children

· is forced pain intended to change a person's behaviour or to punish them
· http://www.stophitting.com/disatschool/facts.php 

· children who are subject to even minimal amounts of physical punishment may be more likely to use violence themselves

· physical punishment weakens the bond between the parents and children, lowers the child’s self-esteem and undermines their faith in justice

· it is possible that physical punishment encourages children to become more secretive and dishonest

The Bible contains seven verses that may relate to the spanking of children:
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	Five in Proverbs specifically mention the use of a rod to beat a child.
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	One is more ambiguous; it mentions a parent "chastening" of a child. But the verse probably refers to the use of a rod because it mentions crying, and it is surrounded by other verses that specifically refer to that form of punishment.
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	A verse in Hebrews refers to a father disciplining his son. The method is not specified. However, most of the other passages which describe child discipline refer to the use of a rod. So, this verse probably implies the use of a rod as well.


· The NYS Penal Law stance on corporal punishment

S 35.10 Justification; use of physical force generally.
  The use of physical force upon another person which would otherwise constitute an offense is justifiable and not criminal under any of the following circumstances:
  1. A parent, guardian or other person entrusted with the care and supervision of a person under the age of twenty-one or an incompetent person, and a teacher or other person entrusted with the care and supervision of a person under the age of twenty-one for a special purpose, may use physical force, but not deadly physical force, upon

such person when and to the extent that he reasonably believes it necessary to maintain discipline or to promote the welfare of such person.

· And as more with schools……….
3. A person responsible for the maintenance of order in a common carrier of passengers, or a person acting under his direction, may use physical force when and to the extent that he reasonably believes it necessary to maintain order, but he may use deadly physical force only when he reasonably believes it necessary to prevent death or serious physical injury.

· Should we use corporal punishment on children?

· If not – what form of or how should we discipline?

· Supervision – a critical watching and directing

· Inconsistent supervision can promote delinquency

· Mothers who threatened discipline, but failed to carry it out were more likely to have delinquent children than those who were more consistent with their discipline

· What is too much supervision?

· Resource dilution – a condition that occurs when parent shave such large families that their resources are spread too thin, causing lack of familial support and control

· How large is your immediate family?

· How big you do want your family to be?

4.
Family Deviance

· Children of deviant parents produce delinquent children

· What kind of behavior is deviant?

· Criminal 

· Social

· http://www.addamsfamily.com/addams01.html 
· http://www.the-sopranos.com/ 

· King Ferry call

· Research shows that is one sibling is delinquent – significant likelihood that the other will be, also
Child Abuse
Any recent act or failure to act on the part of a parent or caretaker, which results in death, serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse, or exploitation, or an act or failure to act which presents an imminent risk of serious harm. 
· Any physical, emotional or sexual trauma to a child, including neglecting to give proper care and attention, for which no reasonable explanation can be found
· http://www.accesscontinuingeducation.com/ACE2000/c4/index.htm 

· essentially – any physical or emotional trauma to a child with no reasonable explanation as to the cause

· NYS Child Protection System

· 2000 – Troxel vs. Granville
· If the care a child receives falls below reasonable standards, the state may take action to remove a child from the home and place her or him in a less threatening environment.
· Mandated reporter - A person who works with children and families on a regular basis and is in a good position to notice injuries, changes in behaviors, and other indicators that may be early signs of child abuse or neglect.
· Process for an investigation / prosecution

· Use of anatomically correct dolls

· Courtroom testimony by children

· 1992 – White vs. Illinois
· …the state’s attorney is required neither to produce the child before the court for testimony, nor to demonstrate the reason why they were unavailable to serve as witnesses

· a second party can testify for the child in the hearings as to what they were told 
· http://www.dorightbykids.org/catList2/cat/Who+is+mandated+to+report.html 

· http://www.dorightbykids.org/ecom/sp/catList=36;cat=How+do+I+call+the+Hotline
· http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/Forms/cps/LDSS-2221A%20Report%20of%20Suspected%20Child%20Abuse%20or%20Maltreatment.pdf 
· child abuse is seen as a pattern of behavior rather than a single act
· these effects of a pattern are cumulative – the longer the abuse continues, the more severe the effect will be

· some terms and conditions under this

· physical abuse – unlawful physical contact with a child

· physical neglect – failure to provide adequate care, food, shelter, medical care, education – as well as failure to protect them from harm

· emotional abuse – neglect manifested by constant criticism and rejection of the child

· emotional neglect – inadequate nurturing, inattention to a child’s emotional development and lack of concern about maladaptive behavior 

· sexual abuse – rape, incest, molestation; varies – from forcing the actual act or rewarding them for doing so
· abandonment – parents physically leave their children with the intention of severing the relationship

· What is an emancipated youth and what is the age of such? 

· http://www.empirestatecoalition.org/emanc.html 

· At what age is a parent no longer responsible for their children?

· Younger children are more likely to be victims
· 28% of all children under the age of 3 are subjected

· results in 1,300 deaths / year nationwide

· 1:10 for males; 1:3 for females

· 325,000 children subjected to sexual exploitation / year

· three most common factors for child abuse

1. parents who themselves suffered abuse tend to abuse

2. the presence of an unrelated adult in the household

3. isolated and alienated families 

· strong association between substance abuse and abuse

· NYS laws pertinent to child abuse
· Assault
· Rape

· Criminal sexual act

· Endangering the welfare of a child

· Unlawfully dealing with a child

· Homicide

· Sexual abuse

· Promoting prostitution

· Promoting the sexual performance of a child

· Incest
· Abandonment of a Child

· Assault by a Day Care Provider

· Course of Sexual Conduct Against

· Non-support

· Substitution [of Children]
· Promoting the Exposure of a Person

· Forcible Touching

· Female Genitalia Mutilation

· Kidnapping

· Unlawful Imprisonment

· Unlawfully Solemnizing a Marriage

· Reckless Endangerment

· Self-abortion

· Sexual Conduct Against a Child

· Sexual Misconduct

· Sexual Performance by a Child

Chapter 8 – Juvenile Gangs and Delinquency

Not just a problem of the inner city

Peers guide each other and help each other learn to share and cooperate, to cope with aggressive impulses, and to discuss feelings they would not dare bring up at home.
Youths can compare their own experiences with peers and learn that others have similar concerns and problems.

These associations commonly form into:
1. cliques – small groups of friends who share intimate 


     knowledge and confidences

2. crowds – loosely organized groups who share interests 

3. gangs – groups of youths who collectively engage in 

  
   delinquent behavior sharing common ideals

While two of the above could go either way, all may incorporate controversial status youth – aggressive kids who are either highly liked or intensely disliked by their peers and who are the ones most likely to become engaged in antisocial behavior.
Do the cliques and crowds having antisocial friends and peers cause delinquency – or are delinquent youths those who seek out peers and associates who have similar desires to commit crime?

1. control theory approach – delinquents are as detached from their peers as they are from other elements of society; delinquents actually lack the social skills to make their peer relations rewarding or fulfilling
2. delinquent friends cause law-abiding youth to get in trouble

3. antisocial youths join up with like-minded friends; deviant peers sustain and amplify delinquent careers

4. troubled kids choose delinquent peers out of necessity rather than desire

Gangs
A group of individuals, juvenile and or adult, who associate on a continuous basis, form an allegiance for a common purpose, and are involved in delinquent or criminal activity
Any identifiable group of youngsters who:

1. Are generally perceived as a distinct aggregation by others 
in their neighborhood,
2. Recognize themselves as a denotable group (almost 
invariably with a group name), and

  3. Have been involved in a sufficient number of delinquent 
incidents to call forth a consistent negative response 
from neighborhood residents and/or law enforcement 
agencies 

· This definition excludes:
· Occult groups
· Young adult groups such as the KKK, etc.
· Crime syndicate groups
· Foreign crime groups operating in secrecy
Webster

"gang n [ME, walking, journey, fr. OE; akin to OE gangan] (15c) 1 a (1): a set of articles: outfit (2): a combination of similar implements or devices arranged for convenience to act together b: group: as (1): a group of persons working together (2): a group of persons working to unlawful or antisocial ends; esp: a band of antisocial adolescents 2: a group of persons having informal and usu. close social relations."

“Gang member" into my Roget's Thesaurus
"bad person, evil person, no saint, sinner, hardened sinner, limb of Satan, Antichrist, evildoer, fallen angel, backslider, recidivist, lost sheep, lost soul... one without morals, immoralist reprobate, scapegrace, good-for-nothing, ne'er-do-well, black sheep, scallywag, scamp, rake...profligate, libertine, wanton, hussy, loose woman..., outcast, dregs, riffraff, trash, white trash, scum, object of scorn..."
A group of recurrently associating individuals with identifiable leadership and internal organization, identifying with or claiming control over territory in the community, and engaging either individually or collectively in violent or other forms of illegal behavior.
A gang is an organized group with a recognized leader whose activities are either criminal or, at the very least, threatening to the community – Chicago Police Department
· are groups of youths who engage in delinquent behavior

· group delinquency is generally a short-lived commitment to criminal acts

· gang delinquency is:

· long-termed

· has a distinct social structure

· have a self-recognition of their gang status

· is a commitment to the group

· division of labor

· rules

· Both male and female – but primarily male

· Getting older

· While generally youth – lack of jobs and poor socio-economic conditions – with high profit from criminal activity – is making them older

· Very territorial

· Usually small locations 

· There are ‘national’ charters of gangs

· Informal leadership to well organized

· Graffiti important

· Involves all races

· Graffiti

· Identifies group

· Street signs

· Marks boundaries

· Warning to other gangs

· http://www.streetgangs.com/slides/graffiti/frame.htm 

· http://www.wsnia.org/educator/tagger.htm 
· peculiar language

· identifiable clothing, markings or colors

· tattoos

· http://www.convictsandcops.com/tattoo.htm 

· http://www.eviltattoo.com/pr.html 

· rituals

· possessions

· names

· possible commitment to criminal activity

· commit more crime than all other juvenile groups or categories

· not always criminal in nature

· lack of laws governing their activity

· often to usually armed and violent

· sometimes try to legitimize their activities

http://www.gangsorus.com/usgangs.html 
http://gangsta411.com/ 
http://www.answers.com/topic/list-of-street-gangs 

· Why are gangs coming back – illegal drug sale #1 reason.

· In 2000 – estimated 24,500 gangs with ¾ million members
· Most commonly has four typical types of gangs

1. social gang – involved in minor delinquent activities, experiment or uses alcohol and minor drugs, mostly for the socialization of peers

2. party gang – mostly based on the usage and sales of drugs, sales ensures and pays for their own use

3. serious delinquent gang – drugs are secondary to them, involved in serious delinquent activity

4. organized gang – heavy criminality, drugs pay for most of their anti-social or criminal acts, territorial, well organized structure just below that of organized crime, usually associated with drugs, alcohol and weapons, yet spend most of their time in non-criminal activity
Law Enforcement Efforts
1. Youth services programs







found in every county in New York
2. gang details









located within the Criminal Investigation Unit 
3. gang units









Nationally – around 20% of all agencies have one
National Law Enforcement Gang Analysis Survey
· two states did not even respond

· 31% of all agencies report that they do not have organized or known gangs

- a “10 on the denial scale” as to gang activity
             - this includes graffiti and minor delinquent acts involving 
      10 or more youths in a collective

    - probably the official position imposed by local 
government officials
· Among those who answered "yes" to the question "are youth gangs a problem in your jurisdiction", a follow-up question asked the responding agencies to rate the seriousness of the problem. 
· http://www.dc.state.fl.us/pub/gangs/la.html 

· Only 7.1 percent rated the gang problem as a "major problem". Some 
· 37.8 percent rated it as a "moderate problem" 
· 55.1% rated the gang problem as "minor” 

http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=1593 

Some NY affiliates

The Bloods

http://www.comptonpolicegangs.com/images/photo-gallery-bloods.jpg 
http://www.thugz-network.com/ 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=bloods 
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/266542/leader_of_california_bloods_gang_gets.html 
The Crips
http://knowgangs.com/gang_resources/crips/crips_001.htm 

http://www.streetgangs.com/crips/ 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=crips 

http://www.tookie.com/ 
Where do out drugs come from?


http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/concern/18862/dtos.htm 
“one percenters….”

http://www.hells-angels.com/ 
http://www.segag.org/mcgangs/pagan.html 

http://www.outlawsmcworld.com/ 

http://www.bandidosmc.com/ 

http://www.mongolsmc.com/mmclinks.html 
“99% - ers” 
http://www.bfmcnatl.com/ 
White Gangs
Satanic Cults
http://www.rickross.com/groups/satanism.html 

http://www.churchofsatan.com/ 

http://religiousmovements.lib.virginia.edu/nrms/satanism/churchof.html 
Neo Nazi

http://www.adl.org/racist_skinheads/ 
http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/us}naz.html  
http://www.adl.org/hate_symbols/neo-nazi_skull.asp 
http://www.adl.org/PresRele/NeoSk_82/default.htm 

http://images.google.com/images?q=skinheads&hl=en&um=1&sa=X&oi=images&ct=title 

http://gbgm-umc.org/UMW/anti-hate/symbolsofhate.html 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=skinhead 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=neo+nazi 
Chapter 9
Schools & Delinquency

Historical
By 1850 – nearly all Northern states had free education laws

1890 – only 7% of all youth in US attended school

100 years later – 90% attend school 

BY 1918, ALMOST ALL STATES HAD COMPULSORY EDUCATION










1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides the 
political and moral support for the use of compulsion in 
education. 









Article 26 states that: 








'Elementary education shall be compulsory.'

· The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient full-time education suitable - 

(a) to his age, ability and aptitude, and

(b) to any special educational needs he may have, either   by regular attendance at school or otherwise.

NY REQUIRES SINCE 1874 ALL YOUTH BETWEEN 6 & 16 

First schools stressed heavy discipline and corporal punishment

- one school reported 250 students disciplined in five days 

   with 328 floggings
      - Mrs. Amos Humiston of Cattaraugus County
JOHN DEWEY stressed PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION 
Includes QUESTIONING & CREATIVE THOUGHT



    (1). Respect for diversity, meaning that each individual 


should be recognized for his or her own abilities, 



interests, ideas, needs, and cultural identity, and 
(2). The development of critical, socially engaged intelligence, which enables individuals to understand and participate effectively in the affairs of their community in a collaborative effort to achieve a common good. These elements of progressive education have been termed "child-centered" and "social reconstructionist" approaches
1954 – Segregation declared unconstitutional
1960's - OPEN CLASSROOM; utilized the instructor as a 
resource
The structure of schools stress repressive methods to youth
· The belief in adolescent inferiority
· Batch processing, routine rules and regulations, deferred gratification 

· important component of emotional intelligence. 
· People who lack this trait are said to need instant gratification and may suffer from poor impulse control.
· “marshmellow experiment”
· The physical structure of schools are like prisons

· Utilizes impersonal architecture and a drab interior

· Locked and/or chained doors

· Regulated marching between classes

· Bells noting ends of class

· Timed lunch periods

· No talking rule in hallways

· Power to punish and discipline






Go to the principle……
· Restricted movement in portions of buildings

· Regulate appearance of students

· Poor academic performance is directly linked to delinquent behavior
· Underachievers are most likely to be delinquent



- Those who fail to meet expected levels of school 

    achievement








-  This is not limited purely to academics

· School failure is more responsible for delinquent behavior than any other factor
· Failing to achieve success in school can result in:
· Frustration

· Feelings of inadequacy

· Misconception of ignorance

· Anger

· Reduced self-esteem

· Invokes negative responses from those that the child most wants to influence his life, or look up to for guidance

· How does one fail in school?

· No linking between social class and school failure

· Quitting / failure due to jobs across all lines and continues on into college

· Tracking – the process of dividing students into groups 

according to their ability and achievement levels


- begins at the lowest grade levels and often times 

   follows the student all through school



- separates youth into specialized groups with 


   innocuous names attached to it






Special Ed








         Summit School







          BOCES vs New Visions




- Using this system often prohibits the youth from 
   
   having any hope of achieving academic success


- my SAT [Scholastic Aptitude Test] 
· Alienation 
- Not having a positive linking to the school


· School rules not fairly and evenly applied

· Not having a commitment to the school

· Just do not want to be at that particular school

· Student not able to see a relevance to subject matter taught and the real world as he sees it

· Instructors not sensitive to the needs of the student

· Truancy – the failure to go to school

· How many of you have parents sign excusal slip?

· Suspended for failing to come to school

· All these may lead to a student becoming a drop out

· Leaving the school prior to achieving the traditional goals of the school

· Yet later – all jails have GED programs for these target groups

Why do kids drop out of school?

· They just do not like school -  carries on into college

· Becomes disillusioned with education process

· Jobs

· Low academic achievement

· Low self-esteem

· Difficulty in getting along with peers

· Difficulty in getting along with instructors

· Dissatisfaction with the school

· Being ‘held back’

· Substance abuse

· Arrest

· Being too old for school grade

· Pregnancy 

· Poverty and family dysfunction

· Pushed out of school by officials





- having been labeled by officials



Who commits crimes in the schools?

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/1998/schools/ 
http://www.crimelibrary.com/serial_killers/weird/kids1/index_1.html
http://www.schoolsecurity.org/trends/school_violence05-06.html 

What are some of the criminal acts that occur in schools?

What is law enforcement doing to stop this?

· School Resource Officers - SRO’s

· Safe Schools Act

· Zero Tolerance policies and laws

· Project SAVE









The Safe Schools Against Violence in Education Act, also known as Project SAVE, requires all school districts in New York to have a district-wide school safety plan. Project SAVE also requires all school buildings within each district to have an emergency response plan.
The Safe Schools Against Violence in Education Act's intent is to protect New York State students by preventing violent incidents from occurring by providing education, defining and enforcing codes of conduct and responding to threats. Should these incidents occur in spite of these efforts, the Act also lays out plans for dealing with them. It requires that local boards of education, every Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) and every County Vocational Education and Extension Board, as well as individual school buildings: 

· designate an emergency response team within each school building 

· set forth policies and procedures for dealing with violence and threats of violence 

· present proposed safety plans and emergency response plans at a public hearing 

· define procedures for contacting law enforcement in the event of a violent incident 

· define procedures for contacting parents in the event of a violent incident 

· provide programs to help prevent violence within their schools 

· provide annual safety training to staff and students 

· provide students with an anonymous way to report threats of violence and harassment 

· define evacuation procedures in the event of an emergency 

· test evacuation plans through various means, including drills 

· adopt formal codes of conduct for all members of the school community, including students, teachers, school personnel and visitors; 

· give teachers and principals the authority to remove violent or disruptive students from classrooms and define removal procedures 

http://longisland.about.com/od/education/a/school_violence.htm 
· NYS Sheriff’s Association Conference 
Legal Rights and Students

· 1984 – New Jersey v. TLO

· students are afforded privacy from illegal searches under the 4th Amendment – HOWEVER

· school officials are not bound by same restrictions as LE

· police need probable cause

· school only needs reasonable suspicion 

· this rule increased to include metal detectors, drug dogs, drug and alcohol tests, stricter security measures, random locker searches

· why LE often just ‘walks along side’ school officials

· Academic Privacy under Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act – FERPA – 

· Prohibits school education records being disclosed without parental consent

· Can disclose other records not related to the education

· Carries on over to college







 – prohibits parents from inquiring




- advisement weeks

· Free speech

· Two types

· Passive speech – protected with some restraints

· Active speech – can be regulated by schools


Posting on Instant Messenger
· School prayer 

· Not totally ruled out in all states and under all conditions


· Supreme Court has ruled both ways on this


· HOMEWORK – WHAT ARE THE FEDERAL, STATE AND [IF ANY] LOCAL COURT RULINGS ON PRAYER IN THE SCHOOLS?  

· AND, DID YOUR SCHOOL EVER CONDUCT PRAYER OR ANY ACT THAT YOU FELT WAS ILLEGAL?

· School discipline

· in loco parentis – discipline is one of the parental duties given to the school system by law
· schools have the right to discipline students
· NYS has §35.10

· but they are protected from unreasonable, excessive and arbitrary administration of it

· further – some schools have placed further internal restraints on staff

http://www.sciencedaily.com/upi/index.php?topic=social+issue&subtopic=juvenile+delinquency 

Chapter 11 – Juvenile Justice

Historical Approach

US and England paralleled each other as to crime and punishment by juvenile offenders

· both would be treated as an adult

· both would be incarcerated in adult jails / prisons

· both would be tried and if found guilty – sentenced as an adult

· both might receive the same punishment – including death

· London case 

1800’s – creation of Child Saving Organizations

· Generally privately funded

· Intent was to influence states to create laws specifically to youth with more lenient policies

· Fully implement parens patriae
· To be committed to specialized institutions

· Reform Schools

· Taught basic education and specialized trades

· Not as good in practice as it is on paper

· These managers had free management of the youth and free labor for trades – were able to profit from their labors

· Arbitrary punishment for mild offenses, diet concerns, etc.

· Sound familiar to anything today?

· 1854 – the Orphan Trains
· lasted until 1930

· over 150,000 taken to midwest farms

· 1874 – The Society for the Prevention and Cruelty to Children founded in NYC

· over 300 in US by 1900

· Sound familiar to any other charitable organization?

· 1899 – Illinois Juvenile Court Act

· only applicable to Illinois

· four premises:

1. establishment of a separate court for juvenile cases
2. adjudication procedures separate from adult

3. no adult offenders allowed in courts or treatment programs

4. institution of juvenile probation system

· took until 1925 for all states to implement something similar
· allowed juvenile institutions to determine own rules

· 1980 – Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP)

· two most important implementations:
1. removing juveniles from incarceration in adult jails

2. eliminating incarceration of status offenders and delinquents in juvenile facilities

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiWok5rg1-8 
The Federal Juvenile Delinquency Act defines juvenile delinquency (any act that is othewise a crime, but is committed by someone under 18 years of age) and sets forth rules by which state laws must comply with regard to juvenile court procedures and punishments. 
Juvenile Delinquency Prevention Act

§5601:

(a) The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Although the juvenile violent crime arrest rate in 1999 was the lowest in the decade, there remains a consensus that the number of crimes and the rate of offending by juveniles nationwide is still too high. 
(2) According to the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, allowing 1 youth to leave school for a life of crime and of drug abuse costs society $1,700,000 to $2,300,000 annually. 
(3) One in every 6 individuals (16.2 percent) arrested for committing violent crime in 1999 was less than 18 years of age. In 1999, juveniles accounted for 9 percent of murder arrests, 17 percent of forcible rape arrests, 25 percent of robbery arrest, 14 percent of aggravated assault arrests, and 24 percent of weapons arrests. 
(4) More than 1/2 of juvenile murder victims are killed with firearms. Of the nearly 1,800 murder victims less than 18 years of age, 17 percent of the victims less than 13 years of age were murdered with a firearm, and 81 percent of the victims 13 years of age or older were killed with a firearm. 
(5) Juveniles accounted for 13 percent of all drug abuse violation arrests in 1999. Between 1990 and 1999, juvenile arrests for drug abuse violations rose 132 percent. 
(6) Over the last 3 decades, youth gang problems have increased nationwide. In the 1970’s, 19 States reported youth gang problems. By the late 1990’s, all 50 States and the District of Columbia reported gang problems. For the same period, the number of cities reporting youth gang problems grew 843 percent, and the number of counties reporting gang problems increased more than 1,000 percent. 
(7) According to a national crime survey of individuals 12 years of age or older during 1999, those 12 to 19 years old are victims of violent crime at higher rates than individuals in all other age groups. Only 30.8 percent of these violent victimizations were reported by youth to police in 1999. 
(8) One-fifth of juveniles 16 years of age who had been arrested were first arrested before attaining 12 years of age. Juveniles who are known to the juvenile justice system before attaining 13 years of age are responsible for a disproportionate share
Homework:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/juvenile/ 
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